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 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 

 6:34 p.m. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Good evening. We?re 3 

going to begin tonight with a very brief special 4 

public meeting.  This should only take less than three 5 

minutes, and then we?ll move into the public hearing. 6 

  This is a special public meeting of the 7 

Zoning Commission of the District of Columbia for 8 

Thursday, June 5, 2003.  My name is Carol Mitten, and 9 

joining me for the special public meeting are Vice 10 

Chairman Anthony Hood and Commissioner James Hannaham. 11 

  The purpose of this public meeting is to 12 

postpone two Zoning Commission hearings.  The first is 13 

Case No. 03-06, which is the hearing for the Southeast 14 

Federal Center.  It will be postponed from June 19, 15 

2003, to September 4, 2003.  And, the second case is 16 

Case No. 03-05, which is the Department of 17 

Transportation Headquarters Planned Unit Development. 18 

 That will be postponed from July 17th to September 18, 19 

2003, both dates 6:30 in this room. 20 

  And now, we are adjourning the special 21 

public meeting and convening tonight?s public hearing 22 

of the Zoning Commission of the District of Columbia, 23 

for Thursday again, June 5, 2003, and again, my name 24 

is Carol Mitten, and joining me for the hearing this 25 
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evening are Vice Chairman Anthony Hood and 1 

Commissioners Peter May and James Hannaham. 2 

  As you all know, the subject of this 3 

evening?s hearing is Zoning Commission Case No. 02-30, 4 

and this is a continuation of the case that involves 5 

the map amendment for Tract 102-114, that?s a request 6 

to map that parcel W-O, and we are also simultaneously 7 

hearing the special exception case for the Georgetown 8 

University Boathouse. 9 

  A couple of brief housekeeping things.  10 

There is a sign-up sheet at the door, and anyone who 11 

would like to testify this evening, but did not sign 12 

up on May 19th, should sign the sign-up sheet.  13 

Everyone else we?ll just pick up from the sign-in 14 

sheet that was used before.  And anyone who would like 15 

to testify this evening that was not sworn in at the 16 

May 19th hearing, please rise now to take the oath., 17 

anyone who would like to testify that was not sworn in 18 

previously. 19 

  Please raise your right hand. 20 

  (Whereupon, witnesses were sworn in.) 21 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 22 

  And, I would just remind everyone that you 23 

need to fill out two witness cards, and when you come 24 

forward to testify give the cards to the reporter over 25 
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here. 1 

  And, I would just like to remind everyone 2 

that we will not tolerate any disruptive noises.  If 3 

you don?t agree with the testimony that?s being given 4 

at any particular point I would ask you to hold your 5 

comments until you testify.  And then we?ll take the 6 

videotape at the end. 7 

  All right.  Does anyone have any 8 

preliminary matters that they?d like to bring to our 9 

attention.  All right. 10 

  Then, where we left off last was the 11 

report by the Office of Planning, and, Mr. Lawson, 12 

welcome. 13 

  MR. LAWSON: Thank you, Madam Chair and 14 

Members of the Commission. 15 

  My name is Joel Lawson, and I?m a 16 

Development Review Specialist with the D.C. Office of 17 

Planning. 18 

  The subject site is located on the Potomac 19 

river front, directly to the west of the historical 20 

Washington Canoe Club.  To the north are Capital 21 

Crescent Trail, the C&O Canal, the Potomac Heritage 22 

Trail, Canal Road and Georgetown University.  The land 23 

is currently unzoned federal land administered by the 24 

National Park Service, and is proposed to be exchanged 25 
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with Georgetown University for another tract of 1 

waterfront land located further upstream. 2 

  The upstream land is zoned CM-1, and 3 

Georgetown University has an agreement to permit 4 

access to that site in perpetuity on Capital Crescent 5 

Trail.  Both pieces of land are currently undeveloped, 6 

although the subject site was disturbed by the 7 

construction of a large underground sewer line some 8 

years ago. 9 

  Georgetown University and the National 10 

Park Service have requested initial zoning for the 11 

subject property.  The issue before the Zoning 12 

Commission, therefore, is which zone is appropriate to 13 

this site, W-O, W-1 or some other zone. 14 

  Part two of the Commission consideration 15 

relates to the specific special exception and variance 16 

request related to the boathouse structure proposed 17 

for the site. 18 

  The Applicant originally requested W-1 for 19 

the site, the best available zone at the time, as well 20 

as text changes to the W-1 Zone to further expedite 21 

the application. 22 

  The Office of Planning recommended the 23 

then proposed W-O waterfront, open space recreation 24 

zone as being preferable from a land use decision-25 
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making perspective, as it provides for low density ? 1 

low intensity and low density open space in maritime  2 

waterfront uses such as a boathouse. 3 

  W-O also provides for Zoning Commission 4 

review, special exception or variance requests and 5 

establishes special submission requirements and review 6 

criteria for various forms of use, applications such 7 

as a boathouse. 8 

  The Zoning Commission has now taken 9 

proposed action on the W-O Zone and OP continues to 10 

recommend it as the appropriate designation.  The W-O 11 

Zone is considered to be more consistent with the 12 

comprehensive land use map designation, parks, 13 

recreation and open space, which exists on this site, 14 

in that the W-O Zone permits only those forms of uses, 15 

whereas W-1 permits more intensive form of mixed use 16 

development. 17 

  Should, for some reason, the boathouse 18 

proposed for the site not be constructed, the W-O Zone 19 

would best ensure that any future use would be 20 

appropriate to the site and consistent with this 21 

classification. 22 

  The W-O zoning is also considered by the 23 

Office of Planning to be consistent with comprehensive 24 

plan land use, environmental, recreational and Ward 2 25 
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objectives that promote greater use, animation and 1 

awareness of the waterfront. 2 

  The Applicant has requested zoning on the 3 

subject site in order to facilitate the construction 4 

of a new boathouse for the Georgetown University 5 

rowing program, which currently operates out of the 6 

Thompson Boathouse Facility.   7 

  The Commission is also being asked to 8 

review special exception and variance requests 9 

pertaining to this use in the proposed boathouse 10 

design.  The Office of Planning report dated May 9, 11 

2003 analyzes the proposal against W-O requirements 12 

and criteria. 13 

  The first special exception request 14 

relates to use as a boathouse, as permitted within 15 

this zone only by special exception.  OP feels that 16 

the site is an appropriate one for a boathouse and 17 

that it satisfies the pertinent W-O criteria, given 18 

its adjacency to other existing non-motorized 19 

boathouse facilities, its proximity to the principal 20 

user, Georgetown University students and faculty, and 21 

its location within the Georgetown Waterfront Planned 22 

Boathouse Zone.  23 

  Assuming that W-O zoning is established on 24 

this site, OP recommends approval of the special 25 
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exception for boathouse use.  As designed the 1 

boathouse structure conforms to other W-O regulations, 2 

other than parking and waterfront setback.  A new ten-3 

foot wide service road adjacent to the Capital 4 

Crescent Trail would provide emergency vehicle and 5 

delivery access to the site, there would be no on-site 6 

parking. 7 

  The W-O Zone provides for Commission 8 

approval of a reduction or elimination of parking 9 

requirements for a boathouse, upon demonstration that 10 

parking would have a detrimental impact on surrounding 11 

park land, that the type or location of the principal 12 

use would result in diminished demand for parking from 13 

what would otherwise be expected, and that reasonable 14 

alternative parking or parking solutions exist.  OP 15 

feels that the application meets this test and 16 

recommends approval of this parking special exception. 17 

  The W-O Zone requires a waterfront setback 18 

of 100 feet, but provides for special exception 19 

approval of a boathouse to within 20 feet of the 20 

waterfront.  In this case, the boathouse would be 21 

closer than 20 feet to the high water mark, so a 22 

variance would be required.  Originally, waterfront 23 

setback was not requested, but the Applicant had 24 

requested W-1 zoning which does not have a waterfront 25 
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setback requirement, and the W-O Zone regulations had 1 

not yet been established. 2 

  The Applicant?s March 13, 2003 submission 3 

describes the variance request to permit a 15-foot 4 

setback from the high water mark.  Subsequent to the 5 

convening of the public hearing on May 19, 2003, OP 6 

was informed by the Applicant that the 15-foot 7 

waterfront setback was measured to the enclosed 8 

portion of the building at main floor level, rather 9 

than to the upper story covered porch overhang.  The 10 

requested setback is, therefore, seven feet, not 15 11 

feet, as noted in the Applicant?s earlier submission. 12 

  This is not the result of amendments to 13 

the drawings, nor does this change the form of relief 14 

requested.  The east and west wings of the building 15 

provide setbacks in excess of 40 feet. 16 

  A waterfront setback of at least 20 feet, 17 

even for uses that require direct access to the water, 18 

is preferable.  It provide a minimal setback from the 19 

water?s edge and helps to ensure some level of 20 

pedestrian access across the site into the water?s 21 

edge in front of the structure.  In this case, OP 22 

feels that the proposal generally meets the variance 23 

hardship test, due to the narrowness of the site, the 24 

presence of the Capital Crescent Trail to the north, 25 
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and the fact that the building provides a setback of 1 

greater than 40 feet for most of its length where 2 

public access to the river would be provided. 3 

  OP would support, however, design 4 

amendments that would increase the setback provided 5 

necessary rowing-related functions within the building 6 

are not compromised and impacts on the trail are not 7 

increased. 8 

  Although the variance and special 9 

exceptions requested result in significantly greater 10 

building bulk, OP would also support efforts by the 11 

Applicant to amend the design to reduce the bulk of 12 

the building, provided that there are no significant 13 

impacts on programmatic effectiveness or the 14 

attractiveness of the building. 15 

  OP has suggested to the Applicant the 16 

reducing or deleting the upper level balcony 17 

cantilever facing the water would lessen the depth of 18 

the upper story.  This would increase the setback of 19 

the building from the waterfront, visually reduce 20 

depth of the side elevation, particularly the balcony 21 

roof, and permit slightly increased view angles across 22 

the property to the river.  This may require slightly 23 

reducing some of the internal space volumes of the 24 

exercise room, the club room and the office, which 25 
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would seem to be less critical for a rowing club 1 

function.  However, OP recognizes that the design 2 

should continue to incorporate upper story detailing, 3 

possibly through the setback rather than cantilevering 4 

of the upper story from the lower level, to provide 5 

necessary architectural relief to the elevation. 6 

  Alternative ways to reduce the impact of 7 

the building could include increasing the setback of 8 

the east and west wings of the building from Capital 9 

Crescent Trail to provide additional space between the 10 

trail and the building for landscape, and to more 11 

clearly differentiate the three sections of the 12 

building, which combined with the landscaping would 13 

break up the scale of the north elevation to a greater 14 

degree, or possibly lowering the height of the main 15 

middle section roof.  Although the building fully 16 

conforms to zoning height regulations, the roof peak 17 

rises 14 feet above the upper level ceiling where the 18 

40-foot height is measured to, to provide inaccessible 19 

attic space for mechanical equipment.  Lowering this 20 

roof may somewhat lessen the potential impact of the 21 

building when seen from the side, as trail users and 22 

Washington Canoe Club members would see it, and may 23 

address some concerns related to views. 24 

  Such changes would be supportable only if 25 
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they do result in an inability of the designers to 1 

meet the basic required programming for the building 2 

as a fully functional university rowing club 3 

boathouse, or if they result in diminishment of the 4 

character of the building, including the overall form 5 

and general high quality materials. 6 

  OP is not normally keen to provide such 7 

detailed design-related advice, particularly, given 8 

the high quality of the proposal and the enthusiastic 9 

approvals of the Old Georgetown Board and the 10 

Commission of Fine Arts. In this case, OP makes these 11 

suggestions for the consideration of the Applicant as 12 

a way to further refine the fit of the building to the 13 

site. 14 

  In summary, boathouses are considered a 15 

desirable use on the changing and improving Anacostia 16 

and Potomac River waterfronts, as they can foster a 17 

greater use and enjoyment of the rivers, serve to 18 

animate the water for both active and passive 19 

recreation users, and provide for greater awareness 20 

and stewardship of the waterways. 21 

  The Anacostia River is envisioned in the 22 

Near Southeast and Anacostia Waterfront Initiative 23 

plans as the location for most future boathouses as 24 

part of the boathouse row.  The proposed site is 25 
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considered appropriate for this particular boathouse, 1 

however, as it would be associated with Georgetown 2 

University, which is directly located to the north of 3 

the site, it is within the Georgetown Waterfront 4 

Planned Boathouse Zone, and relates to other boating 5 

uses in the area. 6 

  Public access to the water?s edge would be 7 

provided, and this would be a benefit to recreational 8 

Capital Crescent Trail users, as access to the water?s 9 

edge along the trail is currently very limited. 10 

  While development within existing parkland 11 

should be minimized and normally located elsewhere, in 12 

this case OP feels that the proposed location is both 13 

logical and preferable to sites remote from the 14 

university, including the site currently owned by the 15 

university further upstream. Careful siting design, 16 

construction, review and consultation can minimize 17 

negative impacts and result in long-term benefits to 18 

the broader community. 19 

  Further discussion between the Applicant 20 

and concerned groups and individuals is encouraged to 21 

find solutions that minimize potential conflicts, 22 

particularly, during the construction period.   23 

  OP recommends approval of W-O zoning for 24 

the site, as well as approval of the requested special 25 
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exceptions and variances.   1 

  This concludes my testimony, and OP is 2 

available for questions.   3 

  Thank you. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Lawson. 5 

  Any questions from the Commission?  Any 6 

questions?  Mr. Hood? 7 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: Madam Chair, I?d just 8 

like to ask Mr. Lawson, we had a question last time 9 

posed did we know what the setback was of Thompson?s 10 

Boathouse.  I don?t know if we found that out, 11 

actually, it was asked of the Applicant, maybe this 12 

isn?t an appropriate time.  I was trying to see if I 13 

can get that information earlier, I know there was 14 

some stuff submitted to us a few minutes ago but I 15 

haven?t had a chance to fully look through it. 16 

  MR. LAWSON: Excuse me while I pull that 17 

information out myself.  Information pertaining to 18 

Thompson?s Boathouse was submitted by the Applicant.  19 

The information I have before me shows the heights of 20 

Thompson Boathouse, it does not show setbacks. 21 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay. 22 

  Thank you, that?s okay, we?ll maybe find 23 

that out later.  Thanks. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Lawson, you made a 25 
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number of design suggestions to the Applicant tonight, 1 

and I?m wondering if you?ve explored those with the 2 

Applicant previously. 3 

  MR. LAWSON: I?ve only very briefly 4 

explored those with the Applicant.  I first raised 5 

them with the Applicant, I believe yesterday, possibly 6 

the day before, but I think yesterday, so certainly 7 

the Applicant has probably not had a lot of time to 8 

look into whether any of these changes would be even 9 

possible from a design or a programmatic standpoint. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Does the Office of 11 

Planning have an opinion about ? because I believe 12 

there?s going to be testimony, based on what we heard 13 

last time, that there?s a difference of opinion about 14 

what?s necessary to the functioning of the boathouse, 15 

and I know what the university?s position is, is that 16 

they want all the uses that they programmed in, but 17 

does the Office of Planning have a position on whether 18 

or not such things as the rowing tank and the exercise 19 

room are critical to the functioning of the facility? 20 

  MR. LAWSON: It?s our understanding that 21 

those uses are a normal part of a large rowing 22 

facility such as this one. It?s also our opinion that 23 

all of those uses conform to permitted accessory uses 24 

within the W-O Zone. 25 
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  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, and I just want 1 

to press a little harder on the point, which is, we 2 

have a couple of things, one is we have a variance 3 

request, and there?s a high standard for a variance.  4 

And so, that is an issue. Another issue is, we have 5 

had cases similar to this where a site has been long 6 

and shallow, and an Applicant has wanted to shoehorn a 7 

building onto it.  And, as we explored the 8 

possibilities it turns out that there is flexibility 9 

in the design.   10 

  And, I guess I would just want to 11 

encourage you and encourage the Applicant to take a 12 

good hard look at what they really need, because, you 13 

know, we?re really kind of pushing, we are pushing on 14 

the trail, we are pushing on the river front.  So, I 15 

don?t know if you have anything else you want to say 16 

about that right now, but I?d like you to continue to 17 

work on that. 18 

  Okay.  The other thing is, we just got the 19 

supplemental report tonight, and I noticed that ? I 20 

tried to scan the Department of Transportation report, 21 

is there someone here from the Department of 22 

Transportation, DDOT?  No.  And, they didn?t seem to 23 

really address what was a concern of mine, which is, 24 

if we are going to have ? if the setup that the 25 
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university is going to use to shuttle people to the 1 

facility is going to be buses, and the buses have to 2 

turn around, and if there?s parking on both sides of 3 

Water Street, or K Street, or whatever the street is 4 

called down there, there?s really no place for the bus 5 

to turn around.  So, I still ? I don?t know, did you 6 

discuss that with them, specifically? 7 

  MR. LAWSON: No, I did not, not that 8 

specific question, no. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Because I just can see 10 

that it?s not going to be a smooth operation, 11 

particularly, if the shuttle buses are coming every 15 12 

minutes, and if there?s already a lot of parking 13 

occupied down there under the bridge. 14 

  Does anyone else have questions for the 15 

Office of Planning? 16 

  Mr. May? 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: I just have one quick 18 

question regarding the setback, and that was that the 19 

20-foot setback, as it?s envisioned in the new W-O 20 

Zone, is intended explicitly for what purpose?  And, 21 

how does this condition meet or not meet the purpose, 22 

because it is kind of unusual that you have a 23 

cantilever that projects that much further into it. 24 

  MR. LAWSON: Yes, it?s actually a 100-foot 25 
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setback that?s envisioned in the W-O Zone.  The zone 1 

does envision, or does provide, would provide, for a 2 

special exception approval for something down to 20 3 

feet. 4 

  The setback, whether it?s 20 feet or 100 5 

feet, is intended to provide an adequate space between 6 

the structure and the edge of the river, to try to 7 

minimize impacts on the river bank when the structure 8 

is being located close to the river, and to encourage 9 

public accessibility to the waterfront. 10 

  In this case, OP feels that the site is 11 

particularly narrow.  In addition, a good portion of 12 

the building does provide 40 feet as opposed to the 13 

seven feet which is being requested.  And, in fact, 14 

the footprint, as it touches the ground around this 15 

building, would be 15 feet.  It?s just the overhang, 16 

the balcony overhang which encroaches to seven feet. 17 

  Public accessibility is being provided 18 

around the sides of the building, and OP also notes 19 

that directly in front of the boathouse is the boat 20 

launching area, which is a disturbed area.  So, 21 

pushing the building back five feet would simply 22 

extend the boat dock further, five feet further onto 23 

the property. 24 

  The W-O Zone also, by the way, does 25 
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provide for boathouses to not provide public access 1 

directly in front of their boathouses, directly in 2 

front of the facility.  There were some concerns 3 

raised at the time of the W-O consideration that there 4 

are security and safety issues involved in having 5 

public accessibility all the way around a boathouse. 6 

  In this case, the Applicant actually is 7 

providing public accessibility around the boathouse, 8 

so OP considers that a benefit. 9 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: I guess I want to just 10 

follow this a little bit further.  I mean, it seems 11 

that this circumstance, while in this particular 12 

circumstance it may be driven by the narrowness of the 13 

site, it seems that there is some inherent conflict 14 

between the boathouse use and setback provisions.  I 15 

mean, is the 20 feet intended to be sort of a 16 

compromise between that inherent conflict where you 17 

want to get the boathouse as close to the water as 18 

possible? 19 

  MR. LAWSON: That?s actually a very good 20 

way to put it.  There certainly were calls during the 21 

W-O consideration for no setback requirement at all 22 

from owners, from people who were interested in 23 

boathouses, who are involved in boathouses. So, that?s 24 

true, it is a compromise. 25 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any other Commission 2 

questions?  Mr. Hannaham? 3 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I?m just looking 4 

over some of the material that was attached to the OP 5 

report.  I was looking at the one from Jim Collier 6 

from the Bureau of Environmental Quality of the 7 

Department of Health, and he seems to have a different 8 

view of this projects being in consonance with the 9 

comprehensive plan for Ward 2.  In fact, he feels as 10 

though this is a potential that could have negative 11 

effects on wetlands and the upland terrestrial habitat 12 

and aquatic habitat, and I think he suggested that 13 

there be an EIS, at least 60 days prior to the 14 

implementation of a proposed major action. 15 

  So, is there a conflict between your 16 

position with respect to this, OP?s position, and the 17 

Department of Health? 18 

  MR. LAWSON: I don?t ? I don?t ? 19 

personally, I don?t believe so.  I did try to discuss 20 

this with Mr. Collier and was not able to do so.  I 21 

would note that the project, the land exchange did go 22 

through some form of environmental review, where they 23 

evaluated the wetland situation on this site, and that 24 

the project will go through additional environmental 25 
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review at the building permit stage. 1 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Thank you. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Just to follow up on 3 

Mr. Hannaham?s question, so Mr. Collier will be 4 

involved in that subsequent environmental review, is 5 

that correct? 6 

  MR. LAWSON: Absolutely. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, thank you. 8 

  Does the Applicant have any cross 9 

examination for the Office of Planning? 10 

  Is Mr. Starrels here tonight, Mr. Starrels 11 

for the ANC?  Is anyone here for the ANC?  Okay. 12 

  Doctor Schuete, any cross examination of 13 

the Office of Planning? 14 

  Mr. Mopsig?  Just when you begin if you 15 

could just state your name for the record so the 16 

recorder can get it. 17 

  MR. MOPSIG: Okay, Fred Mopsig of the C&O 18 

Canal Association.  Did you do any consideration of 19 

any potential impacts on the C&O Canal Park, from the 20 

standpoint of the park? 21 

  MR. LAWSON: I?m sorry, I?m not sure I 22 

understand the question. 23 

  MR. MOPSIG: Okay. 24 

  Did you consider any impacts on the C&O 25 
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Canal National Historical Park and its toe path from 1 

this building? 2 

  MR. LAWSON: If I understand the question 3 

correctly, OP always considers the potential impacts 4 

on adjacent properties, whether they are a historic 5 

park, a national park, or another development. 6 

  MR. MOPSIG: Because I didn?t hear anything 7 

stated, that?s why I asked. 8 

  MR. LAWSON: Oh, okay, I?m sorry. 9 

  MR. MOPSIG: I have one more question. 10 

  Did you check on what is registered in the 11 

National Registry of Historical Places, with respect 12 

to the park? 13 

  MR. LAWSON: No, I did not, although I 14 

understand that will be reviewed at the building 15 

permit stage. 16 

  MR. MOPSIG: Would it be possible to supply 17 

all the ? I forget what the ? all the registry items 18 

for that section of the canal?  I understand the 19 

entire canal, the toe path, and a lot more, are in the 20 

registry.  Would it be possible for you to supply it 21 

to us? 22 

  MR. LAWSON: I?m sorry, I?m getting crib 23 

notes from others here. 24 

  MR. MOPSIG: That?s all right. 25 
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  MR. LAWSON: Who know more about the 1 

historic aspect than I do. 2 

  My understanding again is that information 3 

is all available, and it can be obtained from our 4 

Historic Preservation Office. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Are you asking 6 

specifically for the nomination form for the National 7 

Register? 8 

  MR. MOPSIG: The nomination forms, that?s 9 

correct.  How do I go about getting those, for 10 

instance? 11 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, I would defer to 12 

the National Park Service, that I know knows more 13 

about it than we do, but I believe that this was not 14 

done in the typical fashion where, when we designate 15 

landmarks now you prepare a nomination to the National 16 

Register, it outlines what are the important historic 17 

features. 18 

  MR. MOPSIG: Correct. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And, this, I believe, 20 

was designated by congressional action or by -- 21 

  MR. MOPSIG: I believe the entire park is 22 

under the registry, and not with nomination forms, and 23 

I understand, well, several thousand pages and 24 

multiple volumes, that?s why I?m asking.  And, my 25 
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question is, has it been checked to see what?s been 1 

registered? 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Have we checked the 3 

National Register for that information?  4 

  MR. MOPSIG: Correct. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: No, we have not.  In 6 

the Section 106 review process, the State Historic 7 

Preservation Officer has that responsibility and will 8 

do that when the 106 process is initiated, but that 9 

wasn?t ? the issues that they deal with are not the 10 

same issues that we deal with with regard to zoning. 11 

  MR. MOPSIG: Okay, thank you. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Brooks, did you 13 

have any questions? 14 

  MR. BROOKS: Just one quick one. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And, just as I said 16 

with Mr. Mopsig, if you could just identify yourself 17 

when you sit down. 18 

  MR. BROOKS: Yes, I?m Ernie Brooks, the 19 

Chair of the Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail. 20 

  You had mentioned that the height of the 21 

proposed boathouse conforms to the 40 foot height, and 22 

I guess that is taken to be the ceiling height and not 23 

the roof line, is that correct? 24 

  MR. LAWSON: That?s correct, that?s as per 25 
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zoning regulation. 1 

  MR. BROOKS: But, what do you do in the 2 

case where you have a vaulted ceiling, where there may 3 

be a ceiling height for some limited span, but for a 4 

good portion of a structure the ceiling height really 5 

goes up to the roof line, essentially, or to the 6 

joists underneath the roof line, because as I 7 

understand it the center part of this structure has 8 

such a feature, so that, in fact, in particular, in 9 

the exercise room you would not have ? your view would 10 

not stop at the 40 foot point, but would go up to 11 

almost the 54 foot point. 12 

  MR. LAWSON: I think that?s a very good 13 

question, it?s actually one that I posed to the 14 

applicants just today, because I was concerned about 15 

how height is measured as well.  They have informed me 16 

that there is actually a ceiling across the entire 17 

exercise room, and that the area above it is, 18 

essentially, dead attic space for mechanical 19 

equipment. 20 

  MR. BROOKS: Okay. 21 

  MR. LAWSON: So, it?s not a vaulted 22 

ceiling. 23 

  MR. BROOKS: In the architectural drawings 24 

it gives every indication that it is a vaulted 25 
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ceiling. 1 

  MR. LAWSON: I agree that the architectural 2 

drawings were not clear, which is why I asked the 3 

architects to clarify that for me as well. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We?ll get an 5 

additional submission on that, that clarifies it, so 6 

that it?s clear in the record. 7 

  MR. BROOKS: Okay. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you for pointing 9 

that out. 10 

  Doctor Schuete, would you like another 11 

chance? 12 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: I apologize. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Just state your name. 14 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: My name is Schuete. 15 

  Mr. Lawson, when you were worried about 16 

the variance and the setback did you take into 17 

consideration the view from Washington Canoe Club and 18 

the setback of Washington Canoe Club in consideration 19 

of this proposed setback?  You obviously are concerned 20 

about the setback, as we are, did you take into 21 

consideration the setback of WCC? 22 

  MR. LAWSON: Certainly the setbacks of 23 

adjacent properties, again, are always part of the 24 

consideration when we review a variance request, yes. 25 
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  DOCTOR SCHUETE: I can tell you that WCC is 1 

35 feet, and -- 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And, you are going to 3 

ask a question now, right? 4 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE:  ? yes, but I just wanted 5 

to make sure that it was taken into account. 6 

  Thank you. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 8 

  All right, thank you, and I?d like to 9 

thank Mr. Lawson and the folks at the Office of 10 

Planning for getting us these other written 11 

submissions from the Department of Housing and 12 

Community Development, Department of Parks and 13 

Recreation, MPD, WASA, Fire and Emergency Medical 14 

Services Department, the Department of Health, Bureau 15 

of Environmental Quality, which Mr. Hannaham pointed 16 

out earlier, and then the DDOT report.  And, as I 17 

said, I?d like you to just pursue that bus turnaround 18 

issue further with DDOT, if you would. 19 

  Is there anyone here representing any of 20 

the D.C. government agencies that I mentioned, or any 21 

that I didn?t mention who would like to testify 22 

tonight? 23 

  All right, I?ll ask again, is there anyone 24 

here for the ANC? 25 
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  All right.  Okay, well, I?ve been informed 1 

that he?s on his way, so when he arrives we?ll let Mr. 2 

Starrels jump in.  3 

  I understand someone may have left some 4 

notes downstairs, I don?t know precisely where 5 

downstairs, but Ms. Sanchez has them if you need them. 6 

  All right, we?re ready to move to persons 7 

in support. 8 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Here?s Mr. Starrels. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I?m sorry. 10 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Mr. Starrels is 11 

here. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Starrels, you are 13 

up.  Just grab two witness cards so you can fill them 14 

out after. 15 

  Good timing.  I just need you to turn on 16 

the mike and state your name for the record. 17 

  MR. STARRELS: Okay.  My name is Bill 18 

Starrels, S-T-A-R-R-E-L-S, and I?m Vice Chair of ANC 19 

2E, and I?m out of breath here, and ANC 2E-05, which 20 

is the waterfront. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Just go ahead whenever 22 

you are ready. 23 

  MR. STARRELS: Thank you. 24 

  I appreciate your time tonight and to have 25 
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an opportunity to present on behalf of ANC 2E.  And, 1 

before I ? I have two points, one I just want to 2 

discuss a little bit about the case and the boathouse, 3 

I?ll also read into the record the motion that was 4 

passed this past Tuesday evening by ANC 2E, and, 5 

hopefully, I?ll regain my breath here in a moment. 6 

  ANC 2E has spent a total of four meetings 7 

over eight years deliberating the design and 8 

appropriateness of the Georgetown Boathouse.  In point 9 

being, is that our Commission, myself as Commissioner 10 

with my three years, our preceding Commissioner, have 11 

spent a lot of time reviewing the boathouse, the 12 

implications of the boathouse, of course, the zoning 13 

exceptions necessary for it, the design, the impact 14 

for Georgetown, for the waterfront, because if there 15 

was ever a community that cares about what happens in 16 

the community I think Georgetown is it.  And, it?s 17 

very, very rare, at least from my viewpoint, that we 18 

have something, especially something large in the 19 

scope of Georgetown like the Georgetown boathouse as 20 

proposed where there?s been, fortunately, no 21 

opposition. 22 

  You know, we passed a resolution this past 23 

Tuesday, and there was a unanimous vote.  There was 24 

absolutely nobody in the audience that Tuesday that 25 
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opposed it, and we have a lot of impassioned people. 1 

And, you know, it?s just very interesting to see, and 2 

the thought being is that the boathouse and the view 3 

of our community, people we represent in Georgetown, 4 

my constituents also, like the boathouse. We think 5 

it?s good for the waterfront.  We think it makes 6 

sense.  You know, we are in favor, of course, of land 7 

swap, it makes this workable, and we think it?s going 8 

to be a positive addition for the Potomac, for 9 

Georgetown, for the City overall. 10 

  And, just to put it in perspective, I say 11 

a unanimous vote, everybody voted, and it?s very, very 12 

unusual for us to get a unanimous vote out of our ANC. 13 

 So, I wanted to go on record with that. 14 

  One group that we take very seriously at 15 

the ANC, and I take very seriously because it?s a very 16 

important part of my constituency, is the Georgetown 17 

Waterfront Commission, and that?s headed up by former 18 

Senator Charles Percy, and Barbara Downs is second in 19 

command for that group.  They?ve had numerous hearings 20 

on the waterfront, of course, the waterfront park, the 21 

boathouse, and there?s a very nice letter that I got a 22 

chance to read today from Senator Percy endorsing the 23 

whole concept of the boathouse, why it?s good for the 24 

Potomac, why the design makes sense, and why they are 25 
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in favor of it. 1 

  And, if there?s ever a group that has 2 

spent a tremendous amount of time in the past, they 3 

are still spending it in the future, making the 4 

Georgetown waterfront what it should be, for not just 5 

Georgetown, but for everybody that comes to Georgetown 6 

to enjoy, the Georgetown Waterfront Commission is a 7 

very, very valid group, and it?s very important to us, 8 

and was important in our deliberations, too, at the 9 

ANC, as to why we are supporting it. 10 

  Also, I?m a native of Philadelphia, and, 11 

you know, I?m married to somebody from Boston, and a 12 

nephew of mine does crew up in Boston, and I must say 13 

that coming from Philadelphia one of the things I 14 

enjoyed was what the City of Philadelphia has done 15 

over the years with its waterfront, with Fairmont 16 

Park, and to see some of that coming over to the 17 

Potomac waterfront I think is exciting in a very 18 

positive sense of the word.  And, you know, it?s just 19 

fun to see more boating down there. 20 

  When Georgetown takes over and gets to 21 

build their boathouse it will free up more space at 22 

Thompson?s, because every year you see more and more 23 

schools getting into the sport.  It?s a great sport, 24 

and it?s something that we?d love to see grow.  It?s a 25 
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lot of fun just to go down and watch the sport. 1 

  And, I want to spend a moment just to read 2 

the letter that went out to Chairman Mitten. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, could I just ask 4 

you, just pick out, you know, the resolution if you 5 

would, because we have it and it?s not necessarily 6 

necessary to read it into the record.  So, if you just 7 

want to focus on the resolution that would be helpful. 8 

  MR. STARRELS: Okay. 9 

  It says, ?Whereas, Georgetown University 10 

has gone through a lengthy review process, which has 11 

400 supporters ? including the Georgetown Waterfront 12 

Commission, and whereas Georgetown University has 13 

presented in-depth information with regard to the 14 

zoning application to build a boathouse on the Potomac 15 

River, therefore, be it resolved that ANC 2E 16 

enthusiastically supports Georgetown University?s 17 

boathouse project pending before the Zoning 18 

Commission, specifically, to establish W-O zoning on a 19 

currently unzoned vacant parcel of land which would 20 

allow boathouse use, to permit a variance from the 21 

setback requirement of 20 feet from the high water 22 

mark to 15 feet, and to waive the requirement for 23 

parking.  ANC 2E respectfully urges the Zoning 24 

Commission to give ?great weight? to this resolution 25 
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in its decision to grant the variances requested by 1 

the university.?  And, it was signed by our Chair, Tom 2 

Birch. 3 

  The motion basically says it all. 4 

  As a last point, too, we have two very 5 

active newspapers in Georgetown, and again, they kind 6 

of take different political tact some of the time in 7 

Georgetown, but most recent issues of both the 8 

Georgetown Current and the Georgetown when they both 9 

enthusiastically endorsed the boathouse.  And, that 10 

was nice to see. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 12 

  MR. STARRELS: Okay, well thank you very 13 

much. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Just hold your seat 15 

for some questions that we might have. 16 

  MR. STARRELS: Sure, absolutely. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Does anyone have 18 

questions for Mr. Starrels?  Any questions from the 19 

Commission?  No questions? 20 

  Cross examination?  Doctor Schuete?  Mr. 21 

Mopsig?  Mr. Brooks? 22 

  Okay, thank you. 23 

  MR. STARRELS: Thank you very much. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Sir, you are not a 25 
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party, you can?t cross examine. 1 

  All right.  Now we will move to persons in 2 

support, and I will use the witness list from May 19th, 3 

and if folks are not here I apologize, but some of 4 

them we know are not going to be here, and then if I 5 

miss anybody we?ll catch up at the end. 6 

  Betsy Hart.  Just come forward and take a 7 

seat, we have four chairs so we?ll try and get panels 8 

of four.  Robert Braunchler, the HS Boathouse 9 

Coalition.  No?  Okay.  John Wells.  You just want to 10 

be held back until later in the series.  All right, 11 

that?s fine, but I?m just going to keep going down the 12 

list.  So, Mr. Wells is going to wait a minute.  Just 13 

have a seat, I?ll call you. 14 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (Off mike.) 15 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Why, does she need to 16 

leave?  We don?t like to have this big negotiation, we 17 

just like to call people up and get it moving.  Okay? 18 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (Off mike.) 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right, Gretchen ? 20 

okay, we?re going to have you come later. 21 

  Robert King.  What I?d like you to do is 22 

to give the cards to the reporter as you come up, not 23 

after, because he needs to assign names as you 24 

testify, so if you?d give them to him first.  Mel 25 
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Bass.  John Forester?  John Forester.  Arthur Fawcett. 1 

 Okay, we have a full panel now, and we will begin 2 

with Ms. Hart, who is representing Woodrow Wilson High 3 

School Crew Boosters Club, and she?ll have five 4 

minutes. 5 

  And, I just want to remind everyone, 6 

people representing organizations will have five 7 

minutes, individuals will have three minutes, and if 8 

you hear someone say something that you were going to 9 

say you can just endorse it when you come up.  We 10 

would like to eliminate redundant testimony. 11 

  And, you need to turn on the mike there, 12 

just push the button the base, and state your name and 13 

address as you begin.  Thank you. 14 

  MS. HART: Good evening.  My name is Betsy 15 

Hart.  I reside at 3050 Oliver Street, N.W., in the 16 

District. 17 

  Tonight I want to focus on what will 18 

happen if the Georgetown Boathouse is not built.  I am 19 

the Co-President of Woodrow Wilson High School Crew 20 

Boosters Club, the parent group that supports the only 21 

Washington, D.C. public high school Crew.  On behalf 22 

of Wilson Boosters Club and the many students that 23 

benefit from our program, I strongly support the 24 

Georgetown University?s request to build the planned 25 
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boathouse on the Potomac River. 1 

  While tonight?s discussion will focus on 2 

the Georgetown Boathouse, your decision will have 3 

enormous ramifications for all rowers that use the 4 

Potomac.  To explain why, I need to tell you something 5 

about Crew and the enormous and positive impact it 6 

makes on the lives of our high school students.  Crew 7 

is a sport that is becoming increasing popular with 8 

young people.  When my daughter joined the Wilson team 9 

four years ago, there were 40 rowers.  This year we 10 

have 86 culturally diverse young men and women on the 11 

varsity and novice squads. 12 

  Crew is a physically demanding sport.  It 13 

requires enormous dedication, a healthy lifestyle, 14 

tremendous commitment and a team effort. Several 15 

mornings a week these 14 to 18 year old rowers meet at 16 

Thompson?s Boat Center at 5:45 a.m., for practice.  On 17 

other days, they leave immediately after school and 18 

practice until 6:45 p.m., before returning home to 19 

complete their homework.  They spend many hours during 20 

the preseason building their stamina on indoor rowing 21 

machines and jogging up and down the Exorcist steps 22 

between Prospect and M Streets in Georgetown. 23 

  Generally speaking, our students are 24 

focused, excellent managers of their time, and expert 25 
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team players, and they are outstanding students at 1 

Wilson with an average team grade point average of 2 

3.7. 3 

  The Crew program instills in the rowers a 4 

tremendous appreciation for the beauty of the river, 5 

and a unique understanding of the importance of the 6 

environment.  Rowing programs make a wonderful non-7 

motorized use of our river and the scholastic squads 8 

that use the Potomac feel responsible for keeping it 9 

clean and safe.   10 

  So, you may wonder, why is Wilson Crew 11 

Boosters supporting the Georgetown Boathouse, and what 12 

will happen if it is not built.  Simply put, the lack 13 

of space is squeezing high school rowing, and it will 14 

get worse without the Georgetown Boathouse. 15 

  Today, Wilson keeps its eight boats at the 16 

Thompson Boat Center, but Thompson?s has become so 17 

overcrowded that for the past decade Wilson and most 18 

of the high schools using it have been forced to store 19 

their boats outdoors in a fenced in compound.  In just 20 

two years from now, that compound will disappear, when 21 

the Swedish Embassy, which owns the land, builds on 22 

that site.  When that land is taken, many of the 800 23 

high school rowers using Thompson?s, including 24 

students at Woodrow Wilson High School, could lose the 25 
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opportunity to row on the Potomac. 1 

  Unlike basketball or soccer, where 2 

athletes can practice almost anywhere, rowers must 3 

have a seat in a boat to learn and improve their 4 

rowing skills.   5 

  We strongly support the construction of 6 

the Georgetown Boathouse, which will relieve the 7 

congestion at Thompson?s, allowing the very important 8 

high school programs to grow, not only at Wilson, but 9 

other area schools in Washington, Maryland and in 10 

northern Virginia. 11 

  Rowing is an important sport, and I 12 

believe it is in the public interest to devote land 13 

for a new Georgetown facility for this purpose.  14 

Without this boathouse, the Crew program at Wilson 15 

will be in jeopardy.  At best, it will not grow, at 16 

worst it will shrink and, perhaps, disappear, and that 17 

would be an enormous tragedy. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms. Hart.  19 

I?m just going to ask everyone to hold their seat 20 

until the whole panel testifies and then we?ll ask 21 

questions at the end. 22 

  Mr. King. 23 

  MR. KING: My name is Robert King. I?m here 24 

as a private citizen, a resident of Arlington County, 25 
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Virginia, across the river.  We look down from our 1 

heights on the Arlington side of the river at this 2 

beautiful waterfront and this opportunity to see such 3 

a nice fine installation being built there for the 4 

sake of both Georgetown students and other activities 5 

that will be related to the boathouse. 6 

  I don?t have a prepared statement, but I?m 7 

going to speak from the heart.  I?m a man who grew up 8 

in Georgetown back in the ?30s and ?40s, and I can 9 

remember what Georgetown waterfront looked like back 10 

then, and I?d like to remind us a little bit of that, 11 

and what we have today, and what could be tomorrow, or 12 

in the future I should say. 13 

  If you think back to the days before we 14 

had ? even had any rowing teams, if you think back in 15 

the ?30s when my family and I would, my parents and I 16 

would come down to Georgetown, walk down those 17 

Exorcist steps before we knew they were Exorcist 18 

steps, and we rented at Dempsey?s Boathouse there up 19 

against the old aqueduct bridge abutment, and those 20 

beautiful aqueduct piers marched across the river 21 

blocking any hope for any racing programs on the 22 

Potomac.  And, Representative Joel Broyhill made sure 23 

we got rid of that, there?s a little historical item 24 

you want to take note what happened to history on the 25 
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Georgetown waterfront over the years. 1 

  But, I remember Georgetown, we enjoyed 2 

coming down and canoeing, that was my speed back in 3 

the old days, and the Georgetown waterfront was, aside 4 

from the piers that blocked rowing, we had beautiful 5 

things, Hop and Meyers Rendering Plant back then just 6 

practically underneath the Key Bridge, and when the 7 

wind was right you could tell that it was right there. 8 

 And, across the street on the other side, just up at 9 

the level of the Whitehurst Freeway, there was a sign 10 

painted on the Wilkens Rogers Milling Company, Wilkens 11 

Coffee, in case you remember, and Washington Flour, 12 

said, ?The objectionable odors you may notice in this 13 

area do not originate in this plant.? That?s a little 14 

bit of history for you there.  Put that in the entry. 15 

  And, there was Smoot Sand and Gravel, the 16 

concrete plant, the Gallagher Lumber & Milling, all 17 

along there, just a beautiful waterfront for 18 

waterfront purposes in the old industrial age. 19 

  But, that?s in the old days, but did that 20 

discourage the use of the river?  Not at all.  Mr. 21 

Dempsey?s Boathouse was hanging in there, in spite of 22 

floods and ice jams.  The Canoe Club was there, and 23 

the Boat Club, and out on the river there were 24 

anchored buoys for people to use to keep boats just 25 
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moored to the buoys, and there was, I think ?  1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Could you just give us 2 

a closing thought, Mr. King? 3 

  MR. KING: Okay, well, my thought is that 4 

the Park Service has beautified the river by buying 5 

out all the properties along the shoreline, and places 6 

where they used to have buoys there?s nothing, and the 7 

fact that it reminds me of the old thing they used to 8 

put in the toilets in the motels, said, ?Sanitized for 9 

your protection.?  That?s about what they?ve done 10 

here.  We?ve got a beautifully sanitized waterfront, 11 

now here we have a chance to have an outstanding, 12 

beautiful thing, and I think we should go ahead and do 13 

it. 14 

  And, by the way, if the Park Service is 15 

here, you see them, in Arlington we?d love to have 16 

something on our side of the river, too, besides the 17 

Parkway. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We?ll make sure that 19 

they know that. 20 

  MR. KING: We asked them, but they said no. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. King. 22 

  Mr. Bass. 23 

  MR. BASS: Yes, Madam Chairman and Members 24 

of the Commission, thank you very much for the 25 
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opportunity to testify.  My name is Mel Bass, I?m a 1 

resident of Grace Street, which is located just up the 2 

hill from the Georgetown Waterfront Park. 3 

  For several years, I?ve been a member of 4 

the Georgetown Waterfront Park Commission, served as 5 

its Chairman of the Promenade Committee, and most 6 

recently Chairman of the Design Committee.  We were 7 

involved in the interviewing and the selection process 8 

of the firm that designed, came up with the design for 9 

the new waterfront park, and we had many meetings and 10 

deliberations and often those deliberations and 11 

discussions involved the need for and the placement of 12 

boathouses in the park zone there along the 13 

waterfront. 14 

  Let me try to reflect accurately, if I 15 

can, something about those deliberations and the 16 

thoughts of those on the design committee.  I think we 17 

all recognized the need for additional boathouses to 18 

be placed somewhere along the waterfront there in 19 

Georgetown.  The question was, where is the most 20 

appropriate place for additional boathouses? 21 

  Let me comment that Georgetown University 22 

participated, has participated as long as I know, in 23 

the meetings and deliberations of the Commission and 24 

the design committee.  They kept us informed of their 25 
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design and plans along the way, and they were very 1 

responsible members of the design committee. 2 

  It was our conclusion, I think, that the 3 

best place for the boathouses would be in the 4 

Boathouse Zone that was recognized by the 1987 plan, 5 

and that generally ran from a little bit below Key 6 

Bridge, 34th Street, up to a point I think is about 7 

1,100 feet above Key Bridge. 8 

  The options for the placement of 9 

Georgetown Boathouse would be on their existing 10 

property they own that they?ve described, I think they 11 

said was something like one mile upstream from Key 12 

Bridge, which we never discussed, and I think the Park 13 

Service has done a good job of talking about the 14 

problems of that.  Access to it would have to be over 15 

the Capital Crescent Trail, and that?s, apparently, in 16 

a fragile wetlands area, and it sort of makes no sense 17 

to use that property. 18 

  The second option that we favored was 19 

keeping it in the Boathouse Zone on property that is 20 

not really wetlands property. 21 

  Another option, which I think we all were 22 

very strong that there should be boathouses below 34th 23 

Street, we want to preserve the area of Georgetown 24 

Waterfront park that extends from Washington Harbor to 25 
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at least 34th Street, if not a little bit further up 1 

toward Key Bridge, as open area for access by the 2 

public to the waterfront, to preserve the views on 3 

that part of the park where the river, as you know, 4 

makes a turn and you can see all the way up under Key 5 

Bridge quite a distance upstream where the sun sets in 6 

the evening, and then downstream toward the Kennedy 7 

Center and below.  Placement of large boathouses in 8 

that section of the park would disrupt views and 9 

complete access to the river by those who are trying 10 

to use the park for that very valuable bit of shore 11 

front. 12 

  Another option would be no boathouse at 13 

all, and we, obviously, did not consider that as a 14 

viable option. 15 

  Let me make a couple of comments on the 16 

Canoe Club.  It?s my understanding that they pay 17 

minimal rent for the use of the parkland property that 18 

their boathouse is located on now.  That property is 19 

surrounded by a chainlink fence with barb wire over 20 

it, so the public has no access to that property at 21 

this time. 22 

  Georgetown Boathouse, and its surrounding 23 

property, would only encroach, I don?t know the number 24 

of feet, I think it may be 20 feet or so, onto the 25 
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Canoe Club property, but it?s my understanding that 1 

they will get an offsetting equal amount of property 2 

downstream to compensate for the property that they 3 

would lose upstream.  That property that would abut 4 

where the Georgetown University Boathouse would be 5 

located is currently chained, it?s used for parking 6 

cars and outdoor storage of boats. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You are about out of 8 

time, if you could wrap up. 9 

  MR. BASS: Okay, the last comment would be 10 

that I stand ? maybe I could be corrected, but I don?t 11 

recall at any point in the discussions of the 12 

Commission or our design committee that the Canoe Club 13 

ever objected to the placement of the Georgetown 14 

University Boathouse where it is being contemplated in 15 

this hearing. 16 

  Thank you very much. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Bass. 18 

  And, Mr. Fawcett. 19 

  MR. FAWCETT: Good evening. I?m Arthur 20 

Fawcett.  I?m a long-time rower.  I started in high 21 

school 60 years ago, and I?ve been rowing actively for 22 

about 50 years with some breaks. 23 

  I?m a member of the Potomac Boat Club.  24 

I?m also a City Planner, and have served on the staff 25 
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of the National Capitol Planning Commission.  I also 1 

was Administrator for Policy and Planning of the D.C. 2 

Department of Parks and Recreation for about eight 3 

years. 4 

  I?m currently President of Washington 5 

Parks and People, a non-profit organization that 6 

raises private funds for parks and for environmental 7 

and recreational programs in the Washington area.  8 

However, I?m speaking for myself tonight. 9 

  Rowing has great benefits for its 10 

participants, especially for young people.  It is a 11 

sport that promotes physical conditioning, team work, 12 

and environmental awareness.  It can also be a life-13 

long recreational program.  It?s growing very rapidly 14 

in this area, with hundreds of school and college 15 

rowers, as well as non-students in boating clubs. 16 

  The site in question here is a very good 17 

one.  This stretch of the Potomac River is excellent 18 

for rowing, with good surface conditions and long, 19 

straight stretches that work well for racing and 20 

competitive practice. 21 

  Obviously, rowing facilities must have 22 

access to the river, and the opportunities for this 23 

are limited.  The Georgetown Waterfront Park Group, 24 

and I did participate in that group, has now placed 25 
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tight limits on possible sites.  Objections have been 1 

raised to the placement of the boathouse in the park, 2 

but since virtually all of Washington?s waterfront is 3 

now parkland there?s not much choice, boathouses have 4 

to be in the parks, and they are in parks in many 5 

other cities.  It?s a perfectly appropriate facility 6 

for a park.  This boathouse is a very attractive 7 

design, and it is not substantially larger than 8 

university boathouses in other areas.   9 

  There have been objections to the 10 

boathouse on an environmental basis, but it?s 11 

impossible to build along a river without some 12 

environmental disturbance.  Here I think the 13 

disturbance will be minimal.  I have spent many hours 14 

with the Potomac Boat Club watching boats resting on 15 

the float, not 20 feet away, and beavers swimming by 16 

in the river, largely ignoring the activity in the 17 

boathouse.  I cannot believe that this site is a 18 

wetland in the normal sense, since it was excavated 19 

years ago for the Potomac Interceptor Sewer.  The area 20 

will flood on occasion, there is no question about 21 

that.  You get a 30-year flood about every seven years 22 

in my experience.  But, the Washington Canoe Club and 23 

the Potomac Boat Club have dealt with floods for many 24 

years, in Potomac?s case for more than 130 years. 25 
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  The boathouse is consistent with public 1 

plans for the waterfront, most of which have called 2 

for better access to the river for recreation.  I 3 

understand that the project has been approved by the 4 

Old Georgetown Board, the Fine Arts Commission and the 5 

local ANC. 6 

  I recommend very strongly that this 7 

project move ahead. 8 

  Thank you very much. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 10 

  Questions from the Commission for the 11 

panel?  Any questions? 12 

  Mr. Hannaham? 13 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Mr. Fawcett, I just 14 

wanted to know how you feel about public access, 15 

generally, on this particular project.  Would this 16 

have a positive or negative effect, in terms of the 17 

general public?s access to the waterfront in that 18 

area? 19 

  MR. FAWCETT: Well, since this project is 20 

allowing public circulation past it, which we found 21 

was ? we really couldn?t do with the Potomac Boat Club 22 

because of security concerns, and I understand 23 

Washington Canoe Club is the same way, the Georgetown 24 

students are part of the public and this is providing 25 
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more access for them. 1 

  I worked for several years on trying to 2 

get a boathouse in Arlington, and a boathouse on the 3 

Anacostia River. That boathouse now has been 4 

established on the Anacostia, and the Arlington 5 

boathouse is still in discussion, but there?s a need 6 

for all of these boathouses and they all would provide 7 

the kind of access to the river that I think is 8 

appropriate. 9 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay, thank you. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 11 

  Now, did you have any cross examination?  12 

Doctor Schuete, any?  Mr. Mopsig?  Mr. Brooks? 13 

  MR. BROOKS: Yes. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I need you to get on a 15 

mike, so why don?t I just give you the hand-held mike. 16 

 And, hold it tight up to you. 17 

  MR. BROOKS: The question I had was, I 18 

guess, for Mr. Bass.  He mentioned that, I guess his 19 

statement was that boathouses below 34th Street would 20 

block views and access. I can?t understand why a 21 

boathouse there would block views and access, but a 22 

boathouse west of the Canoe Club would not block views 23 

and access. 24 

  MR. BASS: The only views that it would 25 
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block would be those views in the Capital Crescent 1 

Trail momentarily, because people use it to bike, run 2 

or walk by there.  The part of the park from 34th down 3 

to Washington Harbor is one that will be a lot of open 4 

green space use of ? the public will circulate through 5 

there, picnic, walk, sun bathe, whatever, and so there 6 

will be a heavy concentration, as there is now in the 7 

existing small little part at the foot of Wisconsin 8 

Avenue over to Washington Harbor, a tremendous amount 9 

of use of that part by people who are sort of 10 

stationary, looking out at the river, wanting to view 11 

the river upstream and downstream.  Whereas, those 12 

using the narrow stretch of the Capital Crescent 13 

Trail, actually where the Georgetown Boathouse is 14 

there are a lot of trees there, you can?t see the 15 

river when you pass by there.  I don?t even know if 16 

you can ? I run there constantly, and you have to wait 17 

a ways upstream before you can even see the river, 18 

because of the foliage in the distance from the 19 

Capital Crescent Trail. 20 

  MR. BROOKS: And, what about access? 21 

  MR. BASS: Let?s see, your question is -- 22 

  MR. BROOKS: Well, you?d mentioned that a 23 

boathouse east of 34th Street would block access to the 24 

river, but the implication is the boathouse on the 25 
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Georgetown site won?t block access.  It seems to me 1 

that a boathouse on either side will block access to 2 

the same degree. 3 

  MR. BASS: I?d agree, to the same degree, 4 

if the Georgetown Boathouse, for example, will not 5 

have a fence around it, and people would be able to do 6 

like they do at Thompson?s, I guess, walk out on the 7 

dock, walk along in front of the boathouse at any time 8 

they want to, they would have access whether it?s 9 

located where it?s proposed to be or downstream in the 10 

park.  I?m mainly talking about visual access to the 11 

river, I guess the views, which are so critical to 12 

preserving this area between Washington Harbor and 34th 13 

Street. 14 

  MR. BROOKS: I would suggest, perhaps on 15 

your next run along ?  16 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Is it going to be a 17 

question? 18 

  MR. BROOKS:  ? well, I suppose I could 19 

make it into a question. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You can share it with 21 

him in the hall, if you just want to make a comment. 22 

  MR. KING: Madam Chairman, Robert King 23 

here, could I add a personal note to this gentleman?s, 24 

what he just said on cross examination? 25 
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  Every year in Georgetown they have an 1 

annual Georgetown Day with a parade, and I attend a 2 

church in Georgetown, Georgetown Presbyterian, and the 3 

churches in Georgetown join in the parade, have made 4 

banners and flags and everything else, and they even 5 

had a Salvation Army band marching down Wisconsin 6 

Avenue from our street to the river down there on 7 

Wisconsin Avenue, at the foot of K Street, or Water 8 

Street, whatever you call it.  And, I remember 9 

particularly the Salvation Army band broke into one of 10 

the hymns as we came down, Shall We Gather At The 11 

River, the beautiful, beautiful river.  Well anyway, 12 

we ended the parade down at the river, right at the 13 

foot of Wisconsin Avenue, that part he?s talking 14 

about, and our group, the churches and everybody else, 15 

was gathered at the river, and it was a beautiful 16 

experience, and if there had been a boathouse sitting 17 

in that spot there wouldn?t have been a place to 18 

gather.  We gathered at the river, and we enjoyed it, 19 

and I come there in Georgetown every Sunday and praise 20 

God for such a beautiful river, and a beautiful place, 21 

and beautiful people. 22 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. King. 23 

  And, Mr. Mopsig, did you have a cross 24 

examination question? 25 
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  MR. MOPSIG: Yes, I did. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right, and just 2 

keep it up tight to your mouth. 3 

  MR. MOPSIG: I couldn?t help, Mr. Bass, 4 

your comment about the Capital Crescent Trail, what 5 

about the C&O Canal toe path, it seems to me the view 6 

from there is blocked also, and I?m not so sure how 7 

easily that?s dismissed from anywhere else? 8 

  MR. BASS: I?d really make the same 9 

comment, you don?t have the ? you won?t have the 10 

tremendous concentration of people sitting just 11 

looking out at the river from the toe path.  The toe 12 

path is like the Capital Crescent Trail, in the sense 13 

that people tend to be moving on bikes, running and 14 

walking, and the boathouse will only block the view 15 

from up there to a very limited degree.  I suppose the 16 

peak of the roof or something like that. 17 

  But, many, many more people will be in the 18 

part between 34th Street and Washington Harbor, wanting 19 

to enjoy the view, and it?s a matter of balance, I 20 

think. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, thank you. 22 

  I?d like to thank you all, and -- 23 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Madam Chairman, let 24 

me just ask Mr. Bass, you mentioned that the Canoe 25 
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Club was fenced in, is that all the way around? 1 

  MR. BASS: Yes. 2 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Is there a fence 3 

all the way around? 4 

  MR. BASS: Yes. 5 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: So that, does that 6 

cutoff access, I?m not asking about the Canoe Club, 7 

but I?m just curious. 8 

  MR. BASS: Yes, you cannot get along the 9 

shoreline there, the fence goes to the shoreline, it 10 

has barb wire on the top, and it has a locked gate 11 

where they pull in and use that.  So, the public has 12 

no access.  I mean, I don?t even know if on any 13 

occasions, I?ve never been invited onto the property 14 

for any kind of events or anything like that, so as 15 

far as I?m concerned I?m a person that uses the 16 

Capital Crescent Trail almost daily and I?ve never 17 

been inside that chain like fence. 18 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: So, actually, the 19 

trail is the only way for me to get beyond ? past that 20 

point, if I?m walking, say, in front of the proposed 21 

site of the Georgetown Boathouse. 22 

  MR. BASS: Right, well, but, there?s the 23 

toe path, there?d be the toe path higher up, and then 24 

the Capital Crescent Trail down closer to the water?s 25 
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edge, but you are correct, because the Capital 1 

Crescent Trail comes right up against the back of the 2 

boathouse. 3 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay.  Thank you. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you all, and 5 

thank you especially, Mr. King, for taking us back a 6 

few years. 7 

  MR. KING: Right, thank you. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: The next person I?m 9 

going to call, I can?t read the last name, it?s a 10 

fellow named Mike, representing Georgetown Crew.  Is 11 

Mike here?  Okay.  I think it might be Perna, is there 12 

a Mike Perna maybe, signed up twice?  No.  Okay.  13 

Meredith Glathberry, for the Potomac Conservancy.  Is 14 

she here?  No.  Erik Meyers?   15 

  I think there might be somebody ? are you 16 

coming forward for Ms. Glathberry?  Are you 17 

representing Georgetown Crew?  If you didn?t sign up 18 

for representing Georgetown Crew then I haven?t gotten 19 

to you yet.  I?m sorry?  Okay.  We?ll get to you, 20 

don?t worry. 21 

  Erik Meyers, are you Erik Meyers?  Okay. 22 

  James Mietus, M-I-E-T-U-S, calls himself 23 

an old oarsman, is that you?  Is that you, sir?  Oh, I 24 

didn?t think you looked old. 25 
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  Tony Johnson, is that Coach Johnson?  No, 1 

oh, okay. 2 

  Frank Schlesinger?  Steven, it looks like 3 

M-U-J-E, oh maybe that?s you, that?s right, M-U-S-E, 4 

okay, that?s you.  Okay, never mind, and Mr. Kerwin, 5 

okay, I see you there.  Arnold O?Donnell?  William 6 

Packard. 7 

  Okay, and again, just when you begin 8 

speaking just state your name and address for the 9 

record, and we?ll start with Mr. Meyers here on the 10 

end.  Just push that button, there you go. 11 

  MR. MEYERS: Thank you. 12 

  Thank you, Chairwoman Mitten and Members 13 

of the D.C. Zoning Commission, for this opportunity to 14 

comment on Georgetown University and the National Park 15 

Service request for zoning and appropriate adjustments 16 

to that zoning. 17 

  I?m Erik Meyers, I?m President of the 18 

Potomac River Sports Foundation, which is a non-profit 19 

charitable organization that is organized and operated 20 

under the laws of the District, and has been since 21 

1973. 22 

  The Foundation?s organizational mission is 23 

to provide support for athletes and institutions 24 

engaged in non-motorized competitive water sports on 25 
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the Potomac River, particularly, rowing.  The 1 

Foundation has financially supported local athletes 2 

competing in U.S. national competition in both rowing 3 

and paddling.  It has supported those in international 4 

competition in rowing, including the World Rowing 5 

Championships, Pan American and Olympic Games, and the 6 

Royal Henley Regatta.  In addition, the Foundation has 7 

supported improved access for new generations of 8 

enthusiasts of the sports of rowing and paddling. 9 

  It?s this point, the crucial matter of 10 

providing access, that I?d like to address just a 11 

couple of comments this evening.  I hope you?ll 12 

consider them carefully as you weigh the request in 13 

front of you. 14 

  A bit of history first. The last new 15 

boathouse on the Potomac, which added enclosed 16 

storage, opened in 1960.  This is the Harry T. 17 

Thompson?s Boat Center, which is under the 18 

jurisdiction of the National Park Service.  In May, 19 

1961, just months after the Thompson?s Boathouse 20 

opened, Dempsey?s Canoe Club burned to the ground.  21 

This was a structure located between the Potomac Boat 22 

Club and the old Alexandria Aqueduct Bridge and 23 

Washington Canoe Club, both of which still stand.  24 

Neither Dempsey?s, nor the space it contained, have 25 
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ever been replaced. 1 

  More recently, to be precise in 1986, 2 

eight miles down river the City of Alexandria 3 

constructed a new boathouse for the T.C. Williams High 4 

School rowing programs.  Again, however, this facility 5 

simply replaced the storage that was formerly provided 6 

by the Old Dominion Boat Club, a structure that was 7 

torn down to make way for Alexandria?s new waterfront. 8 

  So again, to sum up, no new net enclosed 9 

boathouse space for rowing or paddling since 1960. 10 

  Existing facilities on the Potomac is a 11 

consequence of struggle to address the vastly 12 

increased demand.  This demand comes from an influx of 13 

D.C. and Washington area residents, including the 14 

school programs and post-graduate competitors.  All of 15 

them seek to enjoy the Potomac River for fitness and 16 

general outdoor recreational purposes. 17 

  All current facilities have had to resort 18 

to outside storage areas to respond, even in part, and 19 

all continue to have membership waiting lists.  The 20 

Washington Canoe Club, for example, houses a 21 

significant number of its boats in outdoor storage 22 

racks.  The Potomac Boat Club uses outdoor racks to 23 

accommodate a portion of the overflow demand for it, 24 

and, of course, Thompson?s, as you?ve heard already, 25 
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stores upwards of 75 boats, mostly of the high school 1 

programs, in the compound, the fenced outdoor storage 2 

area adjacent to the Thompson?s Boat Center. 3 

  Time is running out for temporary storage 4 

at Thompson?s.  The new Swedish Embassy and proposed 5 

commercial development nearby will eliminate the 6 

compound, this 75 boat spaces.  This means that your 7 

action on the Park Service and Georgetown request for 8 

the GU Boathouse is about more than just Georgetown.  9 

It?s critical to the survival of the existing high 10 

school rowing programs, such as Woodrow Wilson, St. 11 

Alban?s, National Cathedral School, Georgetown 12 

Visitation, even American University, which has a 13 

small rowing program, because without GU?s departure 14 

there won?t be the opening of some 20 to 25 indoor 15 

spaces at Thompson?s Boat Center any time in the near 16 

future. 17 

  Denying the Park Service and Georgetown 18 

the opportunity, with the appropriate zoning for this 19 

new boathouse as requested would really mean denying 20 

access to hundreds of eager high school rowers.   21 

  In contrast to granting this request would 22 

mean, let?s look at what the impact is on other forms 23 

of access.  The Washington Canoe Club will be able to 24 

boat every paddler that it currently does.  The 25 
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Capital Crescent Trail will continue to accommodate 1 

every cyclist, roller blader, runner, hiker that it 2 

currently does.  K Street and Water Street, N.W., will 3 

generate no greater traffic than they currently do.  4 

Georgetown residents and city visitors will see every 5 

bit of the Potomac that they currently do, in fact, 6 

more, since the proposal is for a site plan that 7 

permits full 360 degree access around the proposed 8 

facility and access to its docks, no chain link 9 

fences, no visual screens, and the boathouse wing 10 

housing the rowing tanks will have windows on both 11 

sides to permit people to visually see the river 12 

through it. 13 

  I?m just about done. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 15 

  MR. MEYERS: Georgetown has proposed 16 

community access to the rowing tanks and has talked 17 

about summer programs.  No one will be denied access 18 

to any of the current important forms of access and 19 

many more stand to gain new and truly invaluable 20 

access if you grant the request. 21 

  Thank you. 22 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Meyers. 23 

  Mr. Schlesinger. 24 

  MR. SCHLESINGER: Thank you. 25 
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  My name is Frank Schlesinger.  I live at 1 

1015 33rd Street in Georgetown.  I practice 2 

architecture at 3210 M Street in Georgetown, and I?m a 3 

member of the Georgetown Waterfront Park Design 4 

Committee.  I am here tonight to support Georgetown 5 

University?s request for a variance that would allow 6 

them to proceed with the construction of their 7 

proposed boathouse west of the Washington Canoe Club. 8 

 I base this support on a general need, as well as the 9 

specific design proposal before you. 10 

  The general need for additional boat 11 

storage capacity in this area of the Potomac is well 12 

established.  We?ve talked about it a great deal at 13 

this table, the extraordinary growth of rowing 14 

activity over the past ten years, both by high school 15 

and Title 10 women?s teams, has made the Thompson?s 16 

facility inadequate. The situation is about to be 17 

further exasperated by the construction of a new 18 

Swedish Embassy on the site of the current outdoor 19 

boat storage area just east of Washington Harbor. 20 

  To address this problem, the National Park 21 

Service has proposed a boathouse zone from 34th Street 22 

to a point 1,100 feet upstream from Key Bridge as 23 

potential sites for new boathouses.  In addition to 24 

the Georgetown University Boathouse, this zone could 25 
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accommodate a proposed boathouse for George Washington 1 

University, a concession-operated facility for 2 

privately-owned, single and double shells, Jack?s 3 

Canoe Rental, and the existing Washington Canoe Club 4 

and the existing Potomac Boat Club. 5 

  This boathouse row would enhance the 6 

ambience of the Georgetown waterfront by reinforcing 7 

the century-old tradition of rowing and canoeing in 8 

this historic location. 9 

  In addition, relocating Georgetown and 10 

George Washington University Crews to their own 11 

facilities would allow Thompson?s to be developed for 12 

the areas high school teams and alleviate their 13 

critical problem of inadequate boat storage. 14 

  I would like to address some of the 15 

objections to the specific design proposals that have 16 

appeared in the Washington press. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You only have about 15 18 

seconds, so you need to hit the highlights. 19 

  MR. SCHLESINGER: All right. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Or, submit your 21 

written testimony to us, we?d be happy to have it. 22 

  MR. SCHLESINGER: Muse Architects has a 23 

national reputation for basing their work on a 24 

sensitive response to the site and contextual 25 
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conditions of a given proposition. That skill is amply 1 

illustrated in the design proposal before you.  I urge 2 

you to allow this deserving project to move forward.  3 

Its architectural merit has been attested to by its 4 

approval by the Old Georgetown Board and the 5 

Commission of Fine Arts. 6 

  Thank you. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. 8 

Schlesinger, and if you would like to submit the more 9 

detailed written testimony, please do that. 10 

  MR. SCHLESINGER: I?ll do that. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. O?Donnell. 12 

  MR. O?DONNELL: Hi, my name is Arnold 13 

O?Donnell.  I live at 3355 Rittenhouse Street, N.W., 14 

in Washington, D.C. 15 

  Dear Members of the Commission, I?d like 16 

to express my strong support to grant permission to 17 

Georgetown University to construct a new boathouse on 18 

the Potomac River in Georgetown.  This structure is 19 

certainly in keeping with the area?s centuries long 20 

tradition of being an active waterfront.  The 21 

boathouse will benefit the university?s rowing program 22 

and also the rapidly growing high school rowing 23 

programs, by allowing room to accommodate stalls to 24 

many high schools that use the Georgetown waterfront, 25 
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that will be displaced soon by the closing of the 1 

outdoor storage area. 2 

  My daughter has been a rower for the past 3 

three years at her local high school.  Rowing is a 4 

wonderful sport.  It helps to develop the participants 5 

athletically, it teaches them how to work together 6 

with others, and it exposes them to a wonderful 7 

natural resource, the Potomac River. 8 

  Rowing is one of the least intrusive 9 

activities to our local environment and it should be 10 

encouraged.  It would be a shame if this facility were 11 

not permitted to go ahead.  It would deny many people 12 

the opportunity to enjoy the river by actually getting 13 

on the water without polluting it in the process. 14 

  Please also, do not lose sight of the fact 15 

that the Georgetown waterfront is a vibrant urban 16 

environment, only a few thousand yards from the White 17 

House and the U.S. Congress.  It is not a wilderness 18 

area, it was never intended to be treated like one. 19 

  The Georgetown University Boathouse is a 20 

well-planned and well-coordinated project.  I hope 21 

that this Commission will grant whatever permits are 22 

required to allow this project to move forward. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. 24 

O?Donnell. 25 
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  Mr. Packard. 1 

  MR. PACKARD: Thank you, Madam Chair and 2 

Members of the Board. 3 

  My name is William Packard, and I live at 4 

5622 N. 24th Street in Arlington.  I?ve been a rower 5 

and a coach on the Potomac River for 24 years.  I want 6 

to talk to you tonight about two things, stewardship 7 

and being a good neighbor. 8 

  Earlier this week, I spent some time 9 

walking around the site where Georgetown is proposing 10 

to build a boathouse.  I found enough trash to fill 11 

several dumpsters.  There were also several homeless  12 

encampments, dense areas of scrub trees and overgrown 13 

vines.  At low tide, I could see broken concrete slabs 14 

indicating earlier development along this section of 15 

the waterfront.  This is, by no means, an unspoiled 16 

natural environment.  If anything, the area has been 17 

utterly abandoned in the worst sense of the word. 18 

  This is part of an urban park that has 19 

been neglected and misused.  The Georgetown University 20 

Crew will be excellent stewards for this piece of 21 

land.  The boathouse will provide access to the river 22 

for non-motorized boating, and for the citizens of the 23 

city, consistent with the vision of an urban park for 24 

active recreation in this location. 25 
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  My second point, being a good neighbor, as 1 

a long-time member of the Potomac Boat Club, I have 2 

seen first hand how different river users can be good 3 

neighbors.  Potomac Boat Club is located right between 4 

Jack?s Boats and the Washington Canoe Club.  We all 5 

understand the traffic patterns on that part of the 6 

river, and we cooperate in our enjoyment of it. 7 

  We all share a reverence for the river, fo 8 

its beauty, its dangers, and its pleasures.  Even the 9 

occasional out-of-town tourist in a canoe on the wrong 10 

side of the river is tolerated because we are glad to 11 

share this bounteous resource. 12 

  In its current location at Thompson?s Boat 13 

Center, Georgetown has dealt with other rowers, 14 

sailboats, paddlers, as well as the motor boats that 15 

come up river to the Washington Harbor.  Georgetown 16 

Crew will be a good and welcome neighbor upstream of 17 

Key Bridge, and I recommend that you approve this 18 

request. 19 

  Thank you. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. 21 

Packard. 22 

  Any questions for this panel from the 23 

Commission?  Any questions?  Doctor Schuete? 24 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Thank you, my name is 25 
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Larry Schuete.   1 

  Erik Meyers, I am curious, how many boats 2 

are stored outside right now by the high school Crews 3 

at Thompson?s? 4 

  MR. MEYERS: I believe the number, 5 

according to the National Park Service, is around 75. 6 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Okay, and how many boats 7 

does Georgetown currently have stored indoors at the 8 

Boat Center? 9 

  MR. MEYERS: I?m not sure of the exact 10 

count of the 8s, it?s somewhere between 20 and 25.  11 

There are a number of smaller boats that may not be 12 

perfectly suitable for the 8s. 13 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: How many boats does GW 14 

have at Thompson?s? 15 

  MR. MEYERS: I have no idea. 16 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: You have no idea?  I?m 17 

just trying to figure out what?s going to happen to 18 

all these boats? 19 

  MR. MEYERS: Mr. Peterson is here from GW 20 

and he probably could tell you that information. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Mopsig, any 22 

questions? 23 

  MR. MOPSIG: I have two simple questions. 24 

  Mr. Meyers, would it affect the use of a 25 
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rowing tank if it wasn?t quite at the waterfront? 1 

  MR. MEYERS: Would it affect the use of the 2 

rowing tanks? 3 

  MR. MOPSIG: Yes. 4 

  MR. MEYERS: No, it?s not affected by its 5 

location, it could be located elsewhere. 6 

  MR. MOPSIG: Thank you. 7 

  Mr. Schlesinger, I have a question, 8 

architectural question.  When you design a building, 9 

how many sides should you really consider, as 10 

interaction with the surroundings?  How many sides of 11 

the building should you consider when you design a 12 

building, in terms of its surroundings? 13 

  MR. SCHLESINGER: All the sides, sir. 14 

  MR. MOPSIG: All sides. 15 

  MR. SCHLESINGER: Yes. 16 

  MR. MOPSIG: So, if a side is neglected 17 

it?s not proper? 18 

  MR. SCHLESINGER: Pardon? 19 

  MR. MOPSIG: It?s not proper to neglect one 20 

side. 21 

  MR. SCHLESINGER: No. 22 

  MR. MOPSIG: Thank you. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Brooks, any 24 

questions? 25 
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  You know what, why don?t you guys keep 1 

this and just pass it among yourselves, although I do 2 

need some work on this arm. 3 

  MR. BROOKS: I?m not quite sure who this 4 

would be directed towards, but at least two or three 5 

of the members of the current panel have mentioned, 6 

and previous people have mentioned, the need of the 7 

high school rowers and the benefit that they would get 8 

from GU moving up to its new boathouse. 9 

  Isn?t there, do any of you know about one 10 

of the other two boathouse sites that has been 11 

designated in the boathouse zone, isn?t that for the 12 

high schools?  Erik might know about that. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Do you any of you know 14 

the answer to that question? 15 

  MR. MEYERS: There has been discussion, but 16 

there is no plan right now, no current plan to build 17 

anything at this point. 18 

  MR. BROOKS: But, the Commission has agreed 19 

that a couple of extra boathouse sites, one possibly 20 

for GW and one for high schools, would be appropriate 21 

in this zone. 22 

  MR. MEYERS: I understand that?s the 23 

proposal.  The Georgetown project has been in the 24 

proposal stage for, I?m not sure what the time is, but 25 
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it?s in excess of 20 years. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Schlesinger is 2 

going to respond to that as well. 3 

  MR. SCHLESINGER: As the proposals stand 4 

now, and, of course, these are just proposals, there?s 5 

a proposal for a site for the GW boathouse just east 6 

of the Key Bridge, and there?s a proposal for a site 7 

for private single and double shells between the Key 8 

Bridge and the Potomac Boat Club.  These are the 9 

proposals that are just now. 10 

  The proposals that are just now for the 11 

high schools is that if, in fact, Georgetown and GW 12 

can move their shells into their own facility, and if, 13 

in fact, the private shells that are now in Thompson?s 14 

can have their own facility, all of Thompson?s would, 15 

therefore, become available for the high school 16 

rowers, and that would be ? that?s the proposal as it 17 

is now. 18 

  MR. BROOKS: Thank you. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 20 

  Thank you all for coming down tonight. 21 

  James Perna, Melissa Conradi, it looks 22 

like Kristen Heller or it could be Malloy, anybody 23 

named Kristen?  Okay, no Kristen, okay.  David Don.  24 

David Weiss.  David Weiss.  Gretchen Ellsworth.   25 
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  We?ll just start with Mr. Perna while 1 

these other folks take their seats. 2 

  MR. PERNA: My name is James Perna, my 3 

comments echo the other people who have just spoken, 4 

so with deference to the Commissioners, I?ll give you 5 

back my three minutes.  Thank you. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: That?s what we like to 7 

see, Mr. Perna.  Thank you. 8 

  Ms. Conradi, if I said that right. 9 

  MS. CONRADI: Yes.  I?ll be quick. 10 

  My name is Melissa Conradi. I?m a resident 11 

of Washington, D.C., at 3818 P Street, N.W.  I?m here 12 

tonight to testify in support of the Georgetown 13 

Boathouse. 14 

  At the first hearing, issues of size and 15 

space kept coming up, and I thought it might be 16 

helpful to have a rower?s perspective of some of the 17 

requirements for a boathouse that can accommodate a 18 

sizeable Crew team. 19 

  I rode for three years for the Georgetown 20 

 Women?s Crew Team, and during that time became pretty 21 

familiar with Thompson?s Boathouse.  We need more 22 

space than Thompson?s provides.  Same goes for the 23 

height of the first floor in relation to the length of 24 

the oars.  These pieces of equipment are large.  They 25 
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feel very large, they cannot be easily manipulated in 1 

a cramped space. 2 

  In addition to the shells and oars, there 3 

needs to be room to walk around at the end of the 4 

base, as well as space to keep slings which hold the 5 

boat up while it is being washed after a row, riggers, 6 

seats, seat pads and student ? while they are down 7 

there. 8 

  Thompson?s Boathouse just barely contains 9 

Georgetown?s rowing equipment, and the team will only 10 

be getting a space that is just large enough to be 11 

comfortable with the construction of the new 12 

boathouse. 13 

  Secondly, I would like to reiterate Coach 14 

Tony Johnson?s point from the last hearing, this river 15 

is large enough to accommodate all of the potential 16 

users.  The space that the Canoe Club currently uses 17 

as its training lanes will hardly be disturbed by 18 

Georgetown rowers, who know river etiquette well 19 

enough to not pull off the docks into oncoming 20 

traffic.  Georgetown teams are most often on the river 21 

from about 6:00 to 8:30 in the morning, a time when we 22 

rarely saw paddlers, and even if paddlers are out at 23 

that hour, surely they will not be coming down the 24 

lanes with such frequency as to make it hazardous for 25 
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Georgetown Crews to cut across from the dock to the 1 

more than ample space in the middle of the river. 2 

  All the present and past rowers work very 3 

hard and just want a space where they can effectively 4 

train and that represents the dedication the school 5 

and the city have made to the rowing community.  I say 6 

this all as a former rower, but also as a current D.C. 7 

resident who frequently uses the Crescent Trail and 8 

toe path for running and cycling.  A beautiful 9 

building at that point along the waterfront will not 10 

detract from the miles of natural trails that extend 11 

up from that point. 12 

  Thank you. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms. 14 

Conradi. 15 

  Mr. Don. 16 

  MR. DON: Hi, my name is Dave Don. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Would you turn on the 18 

mike?  There you go. 19 

  MR. DON: There we go.  Hi, thank you very 20 

much for the opportunity to speak. 21 

  My name is David Don, I?m a resident of 22 

the District of Columbia, and I?m also the President 23 

of the Georgetown Rowing Association.  I?ve been 24 

involved with Georgetown Crew for about 13 years.  I 25 
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live at 2725 Connecticut Avenue. 1 

  I was at the last hearing, and pretty much 2 

I just want to address two issues.  It seems like this 3 

hearing has boiled down to two specific issues.  One 4 

is the dimensions of this boathouse, what impact it 5 

might have on the toe path and the Crescent Trail, and 6 

secondly, we got into a long discussion about access 7 

to the river. 8 

  Beginning with the topic of the boathouse, 9 

opposition to the boathouse would have you believe 10 

that the area now where this structure is going is 11 

some sort of congregating area that people spend a lot 12 

of time on.  It is nothing farther from the truth, as 13 

William Packard explained earlier.  The condition of 14 

that area is not one where people congregate.  They 15 

job through that area.  I?ve been down there for 13 16 

years, and I don?t think I?ve ever seen anyone 17 

standing there looking through the trees, trying to 18 

look at Arlington River, or Arlington across the 19 

river. 20 

  So, the suggestion for those people who ? 21 

and I understand most of you probably don?t spend a 22 

lot of time down there, but there is not a lot of foot 23 

traffic down there, or I should say, they job through 24 

there but they don?t congregate in that area. 25 
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  Second of all, as one person who is 1 

significantly responsible for raising money for this 2 

new boathouse, we have no intention of making this any 3 

bigger than it has to be to meet the basic needs for 4 

the rowers, need, and what is part of a boathouse, 5 

includes facilities that hold a sufficient number of 6 

boats, is long enough to hold boats that fit in it, 7 

can hold oars that stand upright in it, and has the 8 

training facilities associated with rowing, and those 9 

training facilities include rowing tanks and exercise 10 

facilities, as every other major university in Boston 11 

has associated with their facilities. 12 

  Now, second of all, this discussion has 13 

delved into, and I don?t know if it?s really in the 14 

province of this Zoning Commission, the use of the 15 

river, and the Canoe Club and their supporters would 16 

have you believe that that part of the river is theirs 17 

to own, and their exclusive use, but that is 18 

absolutely not the case.  The river is for everyone?s 19 

enjoyment, including ours, and even though we don?t 20 

have a boathouse today on that piece of property I 21 

could row a boat there and stand there if I wanted to. 22 

But, we don?t, we all have learned, for the 13 years 23 

I?ve been steering boats along this river, I?ve never 24 

hit a canoer, never come near them, and we learned to 25 
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share the river together.  That particular part of the 1 

river where they like to launch from is not theirs, 2 

and we all can use this river together, and we have 3 

forever, and we will continue to in the future. 4 

  So, any objections on that grounds I think 5 

are unfounded. 6 

  Thank you very much for the opportunity to 7 

speak. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 9 

  And, Ms. Ellsworth. 10 

  MS. ELLSWORTH: My name is Gretchen 11 

Ellsworth. I live at 1852 Columbia Road, N.W., in the 12 

District of Columbia, and I appreciate the opportunity 13 

to testify here before this Commission. 14 

  I am here on behalf of the High School 15 

Boathouse Coalition on the Potomac River, and so I 16 

hope maybe I can be helpful with some of the questions 17 

about the high schools. 18 

  You?ve already heard ? well, let me tell 19 

you about the coalition first.  The High School 20 

Boathouse Coalition came together two years ago to 21 

confront the looming space crisis which you?ve been 22 

hearing about.  It includes all 13 schools rowing on 23 

the Potomac at Georgetown.  The coalition has been 24 

working intensely with the National Park Service, the 25 
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universities, Guest Services, Incorporated, who will 1 

be building an additional boathouse possibly for the 2 

singles, as Frank Schlesinger has said. 3 

  Personally, I?ve worked for high school 4 

Crew for years.  I had two sons who rode at Wilson 5 

High.  I?m an officer of the 40-member National 6 

Capitol Area Scholastic Rowing Association.  I?m a 7 

member of the Potomac Boat Club and its board.  I?m an 8 

active rower.  I served on the Georgetown Waterfront 9 

Commission and its Boathouse Committee since 1997, and 10 

have been active in promoting increased care for and 11 

use of the Anacostia River.  I?m a perfect example of 12 

the Crew parent who gets hooked and never goes away.  13 

I?m up to my eyeballs in high school Crew, but with 14 

good reason. 15 

  As you?ve heard, I won?t dilate on what a 16 

wonderful sport it is for kids, except just to say 17 

that it is, and I think it brings new recruits into 18 

the ranks of people, from the younger generations 19 

especially, who really care about and are determined 20 

to preserve our rivers.  I think we can?t have too 21 

much of that.  We have wonderful rivers here in 22 

Washington, and we really need to nurture them. 23 

  So, for the parents of rowers, it inspires 24 

them to organize, fund and conduct Crew programs at 25 
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their schools, to eat and sleep Crew, and that?s why 1 

you are hearing a lot about this.  The parents value 2 

this program so much for their children that they are 3 

willing to go to great lengths to support and help to 4 

promote it. 5 

  I wanted to say something about public 6 

access as well.  There?s a different kind of access, 7 

the activity of Crew on our rivers is very, very 8 

attractive to lots of spectators.  People love to just 9 

sit on the banks of the river and watch kids 10 

practicing in the morning or the afternoon, and they 11 

love to come down to races, where there?s a lot of 12 

excitement, a lot of liveliness.  It?s very much an 13 

enhancement of the waterfront, and it?s a special 14 

charm of the City. 15 

  Rowing is actually a signature sport for 16 

the Potomac, originating here in the 19th Century, and 17 

you?ve heard that rowing has expanded greatly, rowing 18 

demands ready access to the water, obviously, and as 19 

we?ve just heard it needs to accommodate these large 20 

and fragile shells. 21 

  Erik Meyers pointed out that interior 22 

storage capacity on the Potomac has not seen any net 23 

increases for almost half a century, and now in 24 

conjunction with the planning for the Georgetown 25 
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Waterfront Park concrete plans have been laid to meet 1 

the needs.  The Georgetown University Boathouse is 2 

actually the lynch plan in moving the plans forward. 3 

  As I said, there are 13 high school 4 

programs, four collegiate programs, and hundreds of 5 

adults rowing as individuals or with clubs at the 6 

Thompson Boat Center, and at the Potomac Boat Club.  7 

My conservative estimate of the number of athletes 8 

rowing on the Potomac is upwards of 1,500 people.  9 

There are more than 800 high school student athletes 10 

alone, and I hope some time we?ll do a more serious 11 

count of that. 12 

  You know that there are several score of 13 

shells stored at Thompson Boat Center in this insecure 14 

and very temporary outdoor space, and this makeshift 15 

home will be history when the Swedish Embassy is 16 

constructed in the next couple of years. 17 

  There is really a phased plan to try to 18 

fit in all of the shells that are currently trying to 19 

make use of the Potomac. 20 

  ? departure is the first, as we?ve heard 21 

some 20 or 25 shells will go and begin to solve the 22 

temporary problems.  Following Georgetown?s Boathouse 23 

development, it is planned that George Washington 24 

University will be able to create a boathouse near the 25 
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Key Bridge, and that Guest Services, Incorporated, as 1 

a concession a two, the National Park Service will 2 

create a new facility next to Jack?s Canoes for 3 

singles, doubles and possibly for canoes and kayaks as 4 

well. 5 

  Then finally, modest renovations that will 6 

expand capacity for these very long, eight-person 7 

shells, these 60-foot shells, in and onto the Thompson 8 

Boat Center will accommodate indoors the remaining 9 

shells now stored outdoors. 10 

  And, I wanted to say one more thing. I 11 

have been involved with the Georgetown Waterfront 12 

Commission for five years, and I know that 13 

Georgetown?s planning has been subject to a great deal 14 

of public scrutiny and discussion.  When we started 15 

the Georgetown Waterfront Commission Boathouse 16 

Committee five years ago, the Canoe Club and some 17 

other participants actually were involved, and they 18 

fell away rather quickly and have not been involved.  19 

And, I think it?s unfortunate that objections are 20 

coming so late. 21 

  Thank you for this opportunity. 22 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 23 

  Any questions from the Commission?  24 

Questions?  Mr. O?Donnell?  Mr. Brooks, since you have 25 
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the mike, do you have any questions? 1 

  MR. BROOKS: I did have one question, I 2 

guess Mr. Don, is that correct? 3 

  MR. DON: Don, yes. 4 

  MR. BROOKS: You mentioned that you have 5 

been involved in, I guess, fund raising for the 6 

boathouse? 7 

  MR. DON: Yes. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You need to turn on 9 

the mike when you speak. 10 

  MR. DON: Yes, I have. 11 

  MR. BROOKS: Are you at all familiar with, 12 

I guess it?s the Hoyas Unlimited website? 13 

  MR. DON: Yes. 14 

  MR. BROOKS: Can you comment on one of the 15 

statements there, that the great room fireplace and 16 

balcony are cited as excellent places for gatherings 17 

of alumni? 18 

  MR. DON: I?m not familiar with that, no. 19 

  MR. BROOKS: Okay. 20 

  Thank you. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Doctor Schuete, any 22 

questions?  Mr. Brooks, could you give him the mike? 23 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Thank you. 24 

  Mr. Don, have you ever seen any fishermen 25 
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sitting on that site fishing? 1 

  MR. DON: Which site? 2 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: The site that -- 3 

  MR. DON: The proposed site or on the 4 

river? 5 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE:  ? the proposed site of 6 

the boathouse, sitting on the shore there. 7 

  MR. DON: I don?t exactly know if I?ve seen 8 

fishermen right there, I?m not sure. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: What?s the relevance? 10 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: The relevance is, he says 11 

he?s never seen anyone there, I won?t state that I see 12 

dozens and dozens of people there fishing, but I did. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, you can say that 14 

when you testify. 15 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Okay. 16 

  The next question I have is, you mentioned 17 

Boston universities have tanks, I mean, I thought you 18 

mentioned that the Boston universities have tanks in 19 

the boathouses, can you please name the boathouses in 20 

Boston that have tanks in them? 21 

  MR. DON: Off the top of my head, I?m not 22 

sure which ones, but I know that there?s several, very 23 

many of them, in fact, all of the newest ones have 24 

tanks built into them, yes. 25 
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  DOCTOR SCHUETE: The Boston universities 1 

have tanks built in them, that?s what you are saying? 2 

  MR. DON: You mean BU, or do you mean other 3 

universities in Boston? 4 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: BU, Harvard. 5 

  MR. DON: I?m not familiar with Boston, BU, 6 

sir. 7 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: What universities in 8 

Boston are you familiar with? 9 

  MR. DON: Northeastern. 10 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Does Northeastern have a 11 

tank in it? 12 

  MR. DON: I believe it does.  I?m not sure 13 

which other ones might. 14 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Okay. 15 

  MR. DON: But, I am familiar with tanks 16 

being in boathouses in Boston. 17 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: In Boston, okay. 18 

  Are you familiar with the concept of using 19 

a pit to store the oar, so that the oar goes down into 20 

a shaft so that you can put, say -- 21 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I don?t think Mr. Don 22 

testified about that particular thing. 23 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE:  ? I?m sorry, but he?s 24 

familiar with boathouses in Boston, but I believe the 25 
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lady, and I?m sorry, I forgot your name. 1 

  MS. CONRADI: Melissa Conradi. 2 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Yes, please, Melissa. 3 

  MS. CONRADI: I?m not familiar with the 4 

boathouses in Boston, so I don?t know. 5 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Are you familiar with any 6 

boathouse that uses a pit at the end of the -- 7 

  MS. CONRADI: No, I?m not. 8 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Okay. 9 

  Have you ever been in the University of 10 

Pennsylvania Boathouse? 11 

  MS. CONRADI: I have not been inside that 12 

boathouse, no. 13 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Okay. 14 

  And finally for the lady regarding the 15 

Boathouse Committee, do you recall the presentation in 16 

?97 where the Boathouse Committee was assured by 17 

Georgetown?s architects that the proposed boathouse 18 

would not overwhelm the Washington Canoe Club? 19 

  MS. ELLSWORTH: I don?t remember that 20 

specifically. 21 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Okay. 22 

  Thank you, no more questions. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Mopsig, any 24 

questions?  Okay. 25 
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  Thank you all for coming down tonight. 1 

  MS. CONRADI: Thank you. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Frederick Allen.  3 

Garret Rasmussen.  Joan McGough. Barbara Downs, is 4 

Barbara Downs here?  Laura Handman. 5 

  Mr. Allen, we?ll start with you. 6 

  MR. ALLEN: Good evening, Madam Chair and 7 

Members of the Commission.  I?ve given copies of my 8 

statement to the clerk, so I?ll just summarize some of 9 

the points here. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 11 

  MR. ALLEN: I am Frederick Allen, of 3807 12 

48th Street, N.W., in the District, and I?m here to 13 

support Georgetown University?s request. 14 

  I?m a member of the High School Boathouse 15 

Coalition that has been previously described.  I was, 16 

for three years, Co-President of the Woodrow Wilson 17 

High School Crew Boosters Club, the parents group that 18 

supports the only D.C. public high school Crew.  I?m a 19 

former rower myself.  I also consider myself a strong 20 

environmentalist. 21 

  I want to make two points.  First, I 22 

believe that this zoning proposal is appropriate and 23 

in the public interest.  The Potomac waterfront has 24 

historically supported a variety of uses.  At one 25 
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time, there were as many six boathouses along the 1 

Georgetown stretch of the Potomac River.  Obviously, 2 

the only place you can put a boathouse is along the 3 

river, and the use of land, and you are making a land 4 

use decision for boathouses, is appropriate and in the 5 

public interest.  I think we?ve had quite a bit of 6 

testimony to that effect this evening. 7 

  And, much has been made, Mr. Schlesinger 8 

talked about the plan for a number of different 9 

boathouses that all need to be built along the Potomac 10 

in order that the users be accommodated, and I stress 11 

that each one of these has to come into being in order 12 

for the plan to work.  And, someone said, could this 13 

boathouse of Georgetown be moved somewhere else?  14 

Well, some of the other places are being actively 15 

considered for boathouse space, as has been previously 16 

described. 17 

  The second point, some citizens have 18 

lately seized upon this zoning decision as an 19 

opportunity to try and stop this boathouse, without 20 

the interests of the full range of park users in mind. 21 

 And, their objections I don?t think are sufficient to 22 

deny the request for zoning that has been made. 23 

  This boathouse would be a reasonable size. 24 

 It?s not giant.  It would be non-polluting.  It 25 
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doesn?t create any regular vehicular traffic on the 1 

site, only occasional service vehicles.  The dock 2 

doesn?t get in the way of other river users.  Several 3 

people have talked about the Boathouse Row in 4 

Philadelphia where you can literally jump from one 5 

boat dock, to the next club, to the next university.  6 

They are very close together.  They manage quite well. 7 

  So, I urge the Commission to approve the 8 

request for rezoning to permit Georgetown University 9 

to build this boathouse. 10 

  Thank you. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Allen. 12 

  Mr. Rasmussen. 13 

  MR. RASMUSSEN: Thank you, Chairman Mitten. 14 

  I represent St. Alban?s Crew program, 15 

actually, the combined Cathedral Crew?s Rowing Club.  16 

I?m also a resident of Georgetown where I?ve lived for 17 

25 years.  I?m also a rower, and a canoest, and I 18 

bicycle to work, bicycled down here today.  I used the 19 

Crescent Trail. 20 

  To me, well, first of all, to speak for 21 

St. Alban?s, the St. Alban?s School and our rowing 22 

program, the most important thing that can happen is 23 

to solve the problem of the shortage of space for 24 

boats.  There is no other solution for the high 25 
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schools.  There?s no other site.  We proposed putting 1 

a second boathouse for high schools further down in 2 

the area of the park that you heard people talk about 3 

earlier, and it provoked tremendous opposition from 4 

our neighbors in Georgetown. 5 

  The only way to make this work is to have 6 

the high schools in Thompson?s Boathouse, to move 7 

Georgetown out, and to move GW out.  Otherwise, the 8 

boathouse site that?s north of Key Bridge, just 9 

upstream of Key Bridge, is too small for high school 10 

shells.  It can only accommodate singles. 11 

  I also want to comment on the process, 12 

because this has been a process that?s taken a long 13 

time.  It?s reached out to all members of the 14 

community.  It was contentious in the beginning, even 15 

between some of my neighbors, I?ve lived in Georgetown 16 

for 27 years now, and some of my best friends were 17 

opposed to having a high school boathouse anywhere 18 

close to that new park that?s going to be built.  So, 19 

we worked out a compromise, and as Mr. Starrels said, 20 

if you can get a compromise among people in Georgetown 21 

on something like this it?s really worth thinking 22 

seriously about and trying not to disrupt, especially 23 

when high school students will be the losers in this 24 

program, not Georgetown, Georgetown will be able to 25 
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stay at Thompson?s, but the high schools will be the 1 

losers. 2 

  And, St. Alban?s is not just a bunch of 3 

rich, elite kids, it?s a diverse school, and there?s a 4 

diverse number of people that row at St. Alban?s, and 5 

people have been exposed to that river, including my 6 

son, who might not otherwise have been exposed to the 7 

river, and I think that?s so important to keep going. 8 

  Environmental concerns, I row every 9 

morning.  I think I hold the record for the most miles 10 

rode in a year on the Potomac River, which my wife 11 

always says is bragging but I?m proud of it. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, congratulations. 13 

  MR. RASMUSSEN: The boathouses don?t 14 

pollute the river.  I fish off the Potomac Boathouse 15 

dock.  I?m a member of the Potomac Boat Club, and 16 

there?s plenty of fish, I?ve caught catfish and 17 

everything else.   18 

  As I think Erik or one of us commented, 19 

the blue herons sit on our dock, the geese sit on the 20 

dock.  It?s wonderful.  If more people can get exposed 21 

to the river, if more people can wander down into that 22 

Georgetown Boathouse and get exposed to the river 23 

that?s great for the public, and I strongly support 24 

this. 25 
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  Nothing against the Canoe Club, I think 1 

it?s great also, and I think we all need to share the 2 

river, we all need to compromise and we all need to 3 

look out for what?s the public good and not our 4 

selfish interests. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 6 

  Ms., is it McGraw, I?m sorry? 7 

  MS. McGOUGH: McGough. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: McGough, I?m sorry.  9 

Okay, would you turn on your microphone for us and 10 

state your name and address for the record? 11 

  MS. McGOUGH: As you can see, I?m not used 12 

to testifying here.  Good evening, Madam Chairman and 13 

Members of the Zoning Commission.  My name is Joan 14 

McGough.  My husband and I have lived in Georgetown 15 

for nearly 20 years.  We are members of the Citizens 16 

Association of Georgetown, the Georgetown Business 17 

Association, and often attend the ANC meetings and 18 

occasionally have attended the meetings of the 19 

Georgetown Waterfront Commission.  In other words, we 20 

take an active and informed role in our community. 21 

  I am here tonight to express my strong 22 

support for Georgetown University?s Boathouse and to 23 

urge the Zoning Commission to approve this project.  24 

My husband and I are walkers.  We walk into the 25 
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Georgetown business district nearly every day for 1 

lunch or shopping.  We often walk along the toe path 2 

and the Capital Crescent Trail.  It is one of the 3 

things that we love about Georgetown, being able to 4 

walk to restaurants, shops, and the pristine nature 5 

trails along the waterfront, all in an afternoon. 6 

  The university?s boathouse will make a 7 

beautiful addition to Georgetown?s waterfront.  It is 8 

to the university?s credit that the site where the 9 

boathouse will sit will still be accessible to the 10 

public unlike, I might add, the Washington Canoe Club 11 

which has put up an ugly chain link fence around its 12 

property, and which, therefore, limits the public?s 13 

use of the waterfront at that site. 14 

  I?d like to also add that the Canoe Club 15 

is really a mess.  It keeps all of its boats and cars 16 

and stuff in that chain link fence.  It?s really an 17 

eyesore when you walk along the trail.  It?s as though 18 

it has outgrown its space, and so just piles its junk 19 

in its backyard for anyone walking along to see.  I 20 

don?t understand how they can get away with it, they 21 

are limiting the public?s use of the area and keeping 22 

their property in such a disgraceful way. 23 

  It seems to me that the Canoe Club is just 24 

being selfish.  It has had that area of the river all 25 
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to itself for so long, and now it has created all 1 

these issues to keep Georgetown University out.  The 2 

river belongs to everyone.  If you look at the river 3 

at Thompson?s, you see how everyone shares it, and the 4 

Canoe Club should learn to do the same thing in that 5 

area of the river. 6 

  Please don?t be fooled by self-motivated 7 

opposition.  The community of Georgetown is solidly 8 

behind the university?s boathouse.  It will be a 9 

lovely addition to our waterfront.  Please approve it. 10 

  The Old Georgetown Board, the Fine Arts 11 

Commission, the ANC-2E and the Georgetown Waterfront 12 

Commission has endorsed the boathouse. 13 

  Now, this gentleman, I guess he?s from the 14 

Canoe Club, what about people standing and looking at 15 

the river, at that point, you can?t get down into it, 16 

believe me, I tried.  I have arteriosclerosis in my 17 

legs, and I do get tired walking, so I?m looking for 18 

someplace where I can sit, a rock, or anything, you 19 

can?t even get down to it to sit on a rock.  I tried, 20 

and I thought, well, maybe if I can get near the 21 

water, I tried to get near the water and that?s when I 22 

came to the chain link fence, and I could not believe 23 

my eyes.  I mean, the place needs painting, it is just 24 

? it?s a disgrace that you cannot get near the water. 25 
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  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right, any other 1 

thoughts about the Georgetown Boathouse? 2 

  MS. McGOUGH: Oh, any other thoughts?  I 3 

think it?s a wonderful idea. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right, thank you. 5 

  Ms. Handman. 6 

  MS. HANDMAN: Thank you.  My name is Laura 7 

 Handman.  I want to point out that the rowers are up 8 

late and then they have to get up early again, some of 9 

them have to get up the next morning again.  So, it is 10 

simply not possible to say that they could go anywhere 11 

else but then the place most convenient to Wilson, to 12 

 Sidwell Friends, to Georgetown Day, to Georgetown 13 

Visitation, to St. Alban?s, NCS, and all the other 14 

schools, as well as a number of Maryland schools that 15 

use the Thompson?s waterfront as well.  So, I 16 

associate my comments with all that have gone before 17 

it in strong support of this elegant solution to allow 18 

the high school boaters to really take over Thompson?s 19 

and move the collegiate rowers to other locations, and 20 

leave the waterfront under the design of the 21 

Waterfront Commission, a beautiful park with a lot of 22 

open space as well. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 24 

  Any questions from the Commission?  Any 25 
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questions? 1 

  Mr. O?Donnell?  Doctor Schuete? 2 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: Yes, for the St. Alban?s 3 

and the Sidwell Boosters and coaches, what do you plan 4 

to do with your boats with the Swedish Embassy site 5 

disappearing and GU moving out 25 of their boats, what 6 

are you going to do with the other 50 boats in that 7 

interim before GW is built and before the proposed 8 

singles and doubles facility is built? 9 

  MR. RASMUSSEN: Can I answer that one for 10 

St. Alban?s? 11 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Sure. 12 

  MR. RASMUSSEN: Any boat, if we can just 13 

get one, or two, or three boats, in that space, that?s 14 

an improvement.  No, we can?t get 50 in, that shows 15 

you how much a shortage of space there is.  Any 16 

improvement would be so significant, if we could have 17 

five shells, that would be five times eight, 40 kids 18 

that could row that otherwise wouldn?t row. 19 

  I don?t know how big the membership is of 20 

the Canoe Club, but that?s a lot of high school kids. 21 

  MS. HANDMAN: I can only say that we?ve 22 

been on the waiting list for space for a long time.  23 

We only have two boats, and we would very much like to 24 

be able to have a third, but we can?t get the space, 25 
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and that is a significant problem.  I think there may 1 

be some temporary storage, but that?s all there is, 2 

and it will be a hodgepodge and a fight probably for 3 

space. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 5 

  Anything else? Mr. Mopsig? 6 

  MR. MOPSIG: Yes, just one quick one for 7 

Mr. Allen.  You mentioned park users, do you consider 8 

people who go along the C&O Canal to be park users? 9 

  MR. ALLEN: Yes, they are park users among 10 

the many others. 11 

  MR. MOPSIG: Okay, and you think they are 12 

of equal importance? 13 

  MR. ALLEN: We are all created equal. 14 

  MR. MOPSIG: Thank you. 15 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Could I answer that 16 

question? 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: No, he directed it to 18 

Mr. Allen. 19 

  I think Mr. Brooks wants the mike. 20 

  MR. BROOKS: Just a quick question for the, 21 

I guess, coach at St. Alban?s, is that correct? 22 

  MR. RASMUSSEN: I?m not really a coach, I?m 23 

a lawyer. 24 

  MR. BROOKS: Okay. 25 
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  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: But, he rows a lot. 1 

  MR. BROOKS: I was going to refer to him as 2 

the longest rower. 3 

  MR. RASMUSSEN: I need better technique to 4 

be a coach. 5 

  MR. BROOKS: All right. 6 

  You had mentioned at the end of your 7 

statement that we all need to compromise. 8 

  MR. RASMUSSEN: Correct. 9 

  MR. BROOKS: And, I think I understand how 10 

the Canoe Club is being asked to compromise, and I 11 

think I know how the C&O Canal toe path folks are 12 

being asked to compromise, I know how the Capital 13 

Crescent Trail folks are being asked to compromise, 14 

what I don?t know is how Georgetown University is 15 

being asked to compromise with the building they are 16 

putting up.  Can you answer that? 17 

  MR. RASMUSSEN: Yes, I can elaborate on 18 

that. 19 

  First of all, it?s swapping valuable 20 

parkland that?s actually much more important to the 21 

environment upstream to get the space.  Second, it?s 22 

giving up Thompson?s so the high school rowers can go 23 

in.  Third, it?s spending about $15 million, which is 24 

not an insignificant sum.  So, I think Georgetown has 25 
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done a lot to compromise, but I?m more concerned about 1 

the high school compromises, and I can tell you, we?ve 2 

compromised, and we?ve compromised a lot, and I?d like 3 

to see some other people compromise. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 5 

  Anything else, Mr. Brooks?  All right. 6 

  Thank you all. 7 

  Maurice, I think it might be Stucke, Tracy 8 

Irvin, John Wells, we?ll try again with John Wells.  9 

Shafer Bomstein, and since we have a bunch of folks 10 

from Sidwell I?m just going to caution you again, we 11 

don?t want a lot of redundant testimony, so please be 12 

mindful of that. 13 

  Why don?t you go ahead and get started, 14 

while they take their seats.  Would you turn on the 15 

mike for us?   16 

  MR. STUCKE: Is it on now? 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes. 18 

  MR. STUCKE: Thank you. 19 

  My name is Maurice Stucke.  I live at 5440 20 

30th Place, Washington, D.C.  I?m a 1987 graduate of 21 

Georgetown University.  I?m also a member of the 22 

Audubon Society, and I have been a member of the 23 

Sierra Club. 24 

  I urge you to vote in favor of the 25 
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proposal.  I think it?s appropriate and in the public 1 

interest, and I would just like to raise five points. 2 

  The first is, I think you?ve heard 3 

testimony tonight, as well as last time, that rowing 4 

benefits to the community and to the individual, how 5 

it?s environmentally harmonious, and I don?t think 6 

that?s really being disputed today. 7 

  The second point, I think you?ve heard a 8 

considerable amount of testimony about the need for a 9 

boathouse, and I don?t think anyone is really 10 

disputing that as well, particularly, the overcrowding 11 

at Thompson?s, you heard from Mr. Meyers about when 12 

the last boathouse was built, and you just heard from 13 

the previous panel, from Sidwell Friends, of how long 14 

you are on a waiting list to get a boat, and that?s 15 

going to deny people who want to row the opportunity 16 

to row. 17 

  The third is, you?ve heard testimony about 18 

the boathouse benefits to the community and to the 19 

individuals, not only the people that enjoy seeing 20 

rowing as a spectator sport, but also the benefits to 21 

the high school programs that are currently basically 22 

space constrained at Thompson?s. 23 

  So, the key issues I think for you are the 24 

fourth and fifth, which the fourth is the location of 25 
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the boathouse.  Now, there?s some who might say that 1 

parkland is parkland, and you can?t build an outhouse 2 

on it, or you can?t build a boathouse on it, and I 3 

think you have to weigh a little bit what?s been going 4 

on here.  This is something that?s been aired for 5 

quite some time.  The swap agreement was published in 6 

the Federal Register, I think it was twice, and you?ve 7 

heard testimony about the benefits from having this 8 

swap.   9 

  So, the fifth issue really is the scale of 10 

this boathouse, and I think there?s some debate as to 11 

that.  This is not an issue, though, where you are 12 

having a boathouse that?s going to have a restaurant, 13 

that?s going to be subletting it to like McDonald?s or 14 

the like, I mean this is going to be used for a 15 

program, and the space is being used for that purpose. 16 

  And, with respect to the rowing tanks, 17 

this is something that is part of a boathouse, and 18 

there was a question about, is there any boathouse 19 

that has rowing tanks in Boston.  I just know from my 20 

own personal experience that MIT had one back in 1986 21 

when we slept on the floor of the MIT boathouse. 22 

  So, I think overall if you consider these 23 

five points, it is appropriate and is in the public 24 

interest, and I urge you to vote in its favor. 25 
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  Thank you. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Stucke. 2 

  I lost my witness lost temporarily. 3 

  Ms. Irvin.  Oh, I?m sorry, would you turn 4 

on your mike for us? 5 

  MS. BOMSTEIN: Hi, I?m Shafer Bomstein, and 6 

I live at 1843 Sudberry Lane in Washington, obviously, 7 

and I?m a rower for Sidwell, which is a high school 8 

that rows out of Thompson?s, and I?m also a member of 9 

the Sierra Club, and I just have to say that rowing is 10 

my passion, and that this building of the Georgetown 11 

Boathouse would just be amazing for the high schools, 12 

if we could get, you know, just like others have said, 13 

just a few boats into that boathouse. 14 

  And, I would also just like to say that I 15 

would love to see Georgetown have the opportunity, 16 

like other schools, other colleges, to have their own 17 

boathouse.  I have visited many colleges, and it would 18 

just be so beneficial for their rowing team, and I 19 

just think that all of the high schools would just so 20 

support this boathouse, and even the possibility of 21 

another boathouse for the singles to give us more 22 

space. 23 

  Just I totally support this boathouse. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We kind of got that.  25 
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Thank you. 1 

  MS. BOMSTEIN: That?s all I have to say. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Wells. 3 

  MR. WELLS: Good evening, my name is John 4 

Wells, 5300 Cushing Place, N.W., Washington, D.C., and 5 

I come before you as a parent representing my children 6 

and other children who cannot be here tonight. 7 

  My written statement lays out the formal 8 

argument about why we need a new boathouse on the 9 

Potomac River, about the hundreds of high school kids 10 

who will lose the chance to row if we do not get this 11 

boathouse built, and get it built soon. 12 

  I have raised three daughters in the 13 

District of Columbia.  They attended the public high 14 

schools here.  Two of them graduated from Wilson High 15 

School, one of them rowed for four years in Wilson 16 

High School?s Crew program.  This is a time when there 17 

is a lot of lamentation about the growing obesity of 18 

our nation?s children.  Everyone agrees that we need 19 

to give our children more opportunities for 20 

recreational activity. This is your opportunity to do 21 

so. 22 

  I?ve always thought that athletics, not 23 

only improves muscle tone, it also improves the tone 24 

of our character.  Athletics forces us to confront the 25 
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limits of the possible, and to extend those limits 1 

beyond what we thought was possible. 2 

  My daughter who rowed at Wilson, was a 3 

skinny kid, not naturally athletic. There were many 4 

times when she thought she could not do something, but 5 

her teammates and her coaches encouraged her to go 6 

beyond what she thought her limits were.  This 7 

daughter graduated from college a year ago, and she 8 

has been teaching for the past year in a 6th grade 9 

class in a low-income part of North Carolina with 10 

Teach For America.  The lessons she learned on the 11 

Potomac River, of pushing herself beyond what she 12 

thought she was capable of doing, have stood her in 13 

good stead during her challenging first year as a 14 

teacher. 15 

  I want every child who has that desire to 16 

test her limits to have the same opportunities that my 17 

daughter did.  Do not foreclose that opportunity. 18 

  I urge the Commission to approve this 19 

application, so that the 800 school children who row 20 

on the Potomac will continue to have that opportunity, 21 

and so that hundreds of others who follow in their 22 

wakes will have the same opportunity. 23 

  Thank you. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Wells. 25 
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  Any questions for the panel?  Any 1 

questions? 2 

  Mr. O?Donnell?  Who has the mike, Mr. 3 

Brooks, any questions?  Doctor Schuete?  Mr. Mopsig? 4 

  All right, thank you, and are you one of 5 

the seniors who just finished their exams? 6 

  MS. BOMSTEIN: I?m a junior. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Oh, a junior, well you 8 

are done now anyway.  So, have a nice summer. 9 

  Anna Thompson, Barbara Thompson, Mr. 10 

Tarome, Meredith Peterson.  Anyone else who would like 11 

to testify in support come forward.  Let?s have the 12 

gentleman in the back and Mr. Braunohler and one of 13 

these gentlemen over here, and we?ll have another 14 

panel in a minute. 15 

  Did you turn in your witness cards?  16 

Please.  Oh, you have to fill them out yet?  We are 17 

going to just let Mr. Tarome fill out his witness 18 

cares, so either of you gentlemen can go ahead and 19 

start. 20 

  MR. BRAUNOHLER: Good evening.  My name is 21 

Bob Braunohler.  I am a parent at Sidwell Friends 22 

School, and a former oarsman, former coach, and very 23 

interested in finding a home for high school rowing on 24 

the Potomac River. 25 
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  You?ve seen me in this seat before as an 1 

applicant before this Commission.  Tonight I come as a 2 

supporter of another applicant, and I?m very concerned 3 

about the process that I see. 4 

  In my view, the process of an applicant 5 

for rezoning should be something that?s logical, 6 

predictable, has some reasonable endpoint, some 7 

reasonable beginning. 8 

  Georgetown has played by all the rules.  9 

Georgetown has been at this process since 1997.  10 

They?ve gone through, in that six-year period, a very 11 

contentious planning process with the Georgetown 12 

Waterfront Commission, with the ANC, with the Old 13 

Georgetown Board, with a whole series of other 14 

parties. 15 

  The recently unveiled plan for the 16 

Georgetown Waterfront Park was not easily reached, 17 

there was a lot of compromise, and that?s been 18 

referred to tonight. 19 

  We followed a rational step-by-step 20 

process.  We have, and I say we, I mean the boating 21 

community, I mean the Georgetown Waterfront 22 

Commission, I mean all the volunteers who put in 23 

thousands of man hours meeting in Georgetown church 24 

basements over the last six years, have done a lot of 25 
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work, and in all that time the Canoe Club didn?t say a 1 

peep.  There wasn?t a word from the Canoe Club. 2 

  We now, at the 11th hour, are encountering 3 

arguments of such environmental frivolity that I can 4 

hardly repeat them with a straight face.  I think that 5 

if this Commission is to try to maintain some 6 

credibility in the larger community, it really would 7 

make a mockery of everything that?s gone on in the 8 

last six years, if the opponents comments that you 9 

hear to this rezoning were given any serious weight.  10 

And, I?m very concerned about that.  It?s just not 11 

fair, it?s not right, and if it were to happen in this 12 

case it could happen to me, and I wouldn?t want it to 13 

happen to me. 14 

  It?s not ? it?s just not right.  I would 15 

ask the opponents of this rezoning three questions.  16 

Do they really want Georgetown University to build 17 

this boathouse on their own property a mile upstream? 18 

 Do they really want to prevent the realization of the 19 

Georgetown Waterfront Park, the conversion of ten 20 

acres of pavement into green space?  Do they really 21 

want to unravel six years of negotiations?  I think 22 

any reasonable person would say the answers to all 23 

those questions have to be no. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 108

  Mr. Tarome, are you ready?  Okay, well, 1 

we?ll have another gentleman go then. 2 

  Go ahead. 3 

  MR. THOMPSON: My name is Dodge Thompson, 4 

and in the interest of time I?ll depart from my 5 

written notes.  I live at 2808 34th Place, and for most 6 

of 23 years I?ve lived in the District it?s been in 7 

Georgetown. 8 

  I have two perspectives.  One is as a 9 

professional architectural and art historian.  I?m 10 

Executive Curator at the National Gallery, with 11 

special interest and practice in Victorian 12 

architecture.  I?ve also been involved with two 13 

highly-relevant conservation and preservation projects 14 

over the years.  My brother is the architect of record 15 

of the lynch pin of the Philadelphia Boathouse Row, 16 

that is the Philadelphia Water Works.  I have been an 17 

official consultant for that since 1975, and I know 18 

Doctor Schuete had several questions comparatively 19 

about that facility and I wanted to answer those 20 

questions to the best of my ability. 21 

  Secondly, I was involved with putting 22 

together the historic program in 1979 for the largest 23 

riverside urban waterfront development, which is the 24 

South Street Seaport in Manhattan, many of which of 25 
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those plans have been thought may be helpful for some 1 

insights about this project which I very much support. 2 

  In terms of the Philadelphia Boathouse 3 

Row, anyone could go on the ? website, where it is 4 

very clearly recorded, and see what that facility, 5 

that ensemble of historic buildings looks like.  It is 6 

approximately 1,500 feet long, and it is basically, 7 

the buildings are basically contiguous and continuous. 8 

 Thus, the dock space for all intents and purposes is 9 

1,500 feet long.  The proposal that Georgetown has put 10 

forward is a small fraction of that, let there be no 11 

mistake about it. 12 

  Similarly, it is ? those boathouses, which 13 

I know well for the four years that I rode out of 14 

those boathouses, is a continuous ? really contiguous 15 

screen.  Yes, there are occasional glimpses of 16 

sunlight, but because the racks of the boats and the 17 

trailers are parked between the boathouses it really 18 

is a continuous screen without access to the river. 19 

  Another point that has come up, there are 20 

many larger collegiate boathouse facilities in the 21 

country, Harvard and Princeton both have much larger 22 

facilities, the University of Wisconsin is currently 23 

building a facility that?s, I believe, 52,000 square 24 

feet, vastly larger than Georgetown.  Georgetown 25 
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competes with all of these schools. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We need you to 2 

summarize your final thoughts because you are about of 3 

time. 4 

  MR. THOMPSON: Okay. 5 

  Anyway, as a professional architectural 6 

historian, I think the building is very attractive.  I 7 

applaud the architects for breaking it into three 8 

divisions, to make it less large, less obtrusive.  The 9 

largest building on Boathouse Row in Philadelphia is 10 

49 feet tall as I understand it, considerably taller 11 

than the building that is being proposed, and I 12 

support this building.  It looks terrific. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. 14 

Thompson. 15 

  We?ll take you on the end. 16 

  MR. HALL: My name is Richard Hall.  I live 17 

at 3244 Chestnut Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.  I?ve 18 

been a D.C. resident for 27 years.  I?ve had three 19 

children graduate from Woodrow Wilson High School.  My 20 

wife is an English teacher at Woodrow Wilson High 21 

School, and my last child, bless her soul, decided to 22 

row.  I, myself, rowed.  And, she is a rising senior 23 

at Wilson, she?s rode since she was a 9th grader at 24 

Dale Junior High School, and I can tell you that 25 
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rowing does the same thing, sports do the same thing 1 

for women that it does for men.  I don?t know why we 2 

didn?t realize that when we were younger.  It makes 3 

them disciplined, it makes them mature, it makes them 4 

steady, and getting the more students we can in the 5 

D.C. system into any sport is an important step ahead 6 

for the life of our children. 7 

  I have also rowed, I?ve sailed, I?ve 8 

canoed on the river.  I think that this stretch of the 9 

river is a finer use of urban river than is available 10 

in New York, where I was born, and raised, and 11 

educated.  It?s finer than the use in Paris.  We have, 12 

I think, one the gems of a major city in the world, a 13 

mixture of the natural and the urban. 14 

  And, precisely at the heart of that, is a 15 

non-motorized, any non-motorized sport.  That 16 

includes, obviously, paddling, but it also includes 17 

rowing.  Rowing has been going on in this stretch, in 18 

a much more intense basis, in the last century.  You 19 

heard the testimony about more boathouses. So, we are 20 

not attempting to overtax the system by building the 21 

Georgetown Boathouse. 22 

  I?m also a member of the Crew ? High 23 

School Crew Coalition.  You heard from one person 24 

testifying, and I second what Bob Braunohler said, 25 
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this is a carefully crafted approach to bring high 1 

schools in the D.C. area, including Woodrow Wilson 2 

which has a very successful, large rowing program, 3 

public high school in D.C., by the way not supported 4 

by the D.C. Public Schools, it?s supported all by 5 

parents. 6 

  This Georgetown Boathouse, on its own 7 

right is fine, and as a necessary step toward the 8 

protection and growth of high school rowing is 9 

necessary. 10 

  Thank you very much. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 12 

  Mr. Tarome, I think we are ready for you. 13 

 Would you turn on your microphone for me? 14 

  MR. HALL: Oh, ma?am, I submitted my ? I 15 

submitted written comments. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.  Thank you. 17 

  MR. TAROME: Thank you for allowing me to 18 

speak. 19 

  I was particularly impressed by the Deputy 20 

Chairman?s, I think, questions that went to the public 21 

interest in the District of Columbia, so let me see if 22 

I can address what I was thinking to you, 23 

specifically. 24 

  I started rowing at Georgetown in 1963, 25 
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and at that time Georgetown had a puppy program, the 1 

Crew had been non-existent until the late ?50s.  And, 2 

in 1963 it was still a sport that had a budget of 3 

about $2,000 a year for Georgetown.  The coaches were 4 

all volunteer.  And, I think one of the proudest 5 

moments we had at Georgetown was the boat that we 6 

purchased in ?63.  We named it after one of our 7 

alumni, who was one of the first Army Captains killed 8 

in Vietnam. 9 

  Barbara Mussey, who is now deceased, was 10 

at that time in medical school, and Frank Barrett, 11 

thanks to the sacrifices they made Georgetown Crew 12 

went on, and they got up every morning at 5:00, they 13 

coached the Crew, they weren?t paid for it, and 14 

somebody picked up the freshmen in the afternoon. 15 

  In 1966, the Crew was fortunate enough to 16 

come across Tony Johnson, and Tony applied for a job 17 

that didn?t pay, and he had a lot of competition for 18 

the job and he accepted the position.  In order to 19 

make ends meet, he drove a taxicab.  His talent was 20 

such that Yale took note of something and dragged him 21 

up to Yale, we lost Tony.  He eventually came back. 22 

  But, I can tell you that the people that 23 

have come through Georgetown?s rowing program are 24 

people that you would be proud of and that you would 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 114

enjoy.  If Barbara Mussey was here today, I think 1 

you?d really like hearing him, because he had a dream 2 

that I recall back in ?63, which was to put a 3 

boathouse where there?s currently a restaurant, right 4 

alongside of Thompson Boat Center, it used to be 5 

Maloney Concrete.  And, at that time he had an 6 

opportunity to buy that land for $75,000, which was a 7 

vast sum he couldn?t come up with. 8 

  Georgetown?s dream of a boathouse started 9 

in 1963, and I can tell you if you can think of a 10 

sport that?s more broad based than Crew I think it 11 

would be difficult.  This sport reaches out to 12 

everybody, and it isn?t just the 6 foot, 10 athlete, 13 

it?s ladies, it?s men, and it?s a character building 14 

sport, and the people who have rowed in it, as you can 15 

see, are people who feel a great passion, and I?m sure 16 

there will come a time when the people of the Canoe 17 

Club will come around, and they may even give up 18 

canoeing and become oarsmen. 19 

  So, I certainly hope that you?ll accept 20 

the proposal that?s been made, but I particularly want 21 

to tell you that if Goose was here you?d here a couple 22 

of startling things out of Goose, but if it wasn?t for 23 

Barbara Mussey there wouldn?t be a Crew, or Frank 24 

Barrett, or other people who have made enormous 25 
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sacrifices. 1 

  Thank you. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Tarome. 3 

  Any questions for this panel?  Any 4 

questions? 5 

  Mr. O?Donnell?  Doctor Schuete?  Mr. 6 

Mopsig?  Mr. Brooks? 7 

  All right, thank you all for hanging in 8 

there with us this evening. 9 

  I think we have one more panel of persons 10 

in support, so anyone left over please come and take a 11 

seat at the table. 12 

  Why don?t we just start here on my left 13 

and we?ll work our way down the table, since I don?t 14 

know of your names yet. 15 

  MR. UNGERLEIDER: My name is Jim 16 

Ungerleider, and I?m here representing Georgetown 17 

Visitation Crew Program.  I?ve been involved with the 18 

Georgetown Visitation Crew Program for seven years.  19 

I?ve got two daughters who row at Visitation.  I?m 20 

also on the Board of Trustees at Visitation, and I 21 

won?t go into repeating a lot of the points before 22 

about the impact on high school Crew.  I will tell you 23 

a little bit about Visitation?s Crew.  It has grown to 24 

be the most popular sport at the school.  It?s had a 25 
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very positive impact on the students.  Many of the 1 

students have gone on to college and benefitted 2 

greatly from the program, from the Crew program. 3 

  It?s been very difficult over the last 4 

decade to accommodate the program, however, because of 5 

the constraints on the river and the access that?s 6 

required for the equipment and the space for the 7 

equipment has been limited.  As a result, our program 8 

has had to break into multiple practices over the 9 

course of the day, about 50 percent of the program has 10 

to get up at 4:30 in the morning in order to be able 11 

to get on the river and use the limited equipment that 12 

we have, so that the other half of the program can go 13 

in the afternoon. 14 

  So, as has been said by a lot of people, 15 

the ability of Georgetown to build this boathouse is 16 

critical, as a key step in the chain of events that 17 

will allow high school Crew to get more access to the 18 

river and support the many children that are 19 

interested in participating in the sport. 20 

  The other observation I?ll make is that 21 

the boathouse design, as it?s proposed, and the 22 

location are very consistent with, and certainly not 23 

more elaborate than, the boathouses that many other 24 

colleges, universities and Crew programs have built in 25 
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Philadelphia and Boston, as mentioned.  I?m familiar 1 

with the Harvard Boathouse, the Princeton Boathouse, 2 

the Boston University, and the scattering of 3 

boathouses along the Charles River in Boston, I think 4 

what?s going on here in Georgetown will look very much 5 

like that.  And, the use of the river, the access to 6 

the river in these other places, the attractiveness of 7 

the river, has actually been enhanced by the 8 

boathouses that are there, and I believe that the same 9 

is going to happen here with the boathouse as it?s 10 

been designed by Georgetown. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 12 

  I just want to ask, Mr. Braunohler, we 13 

need two witness cards from you.  Have you handed them 14 

in?  Can you work with the reporter? 15 

  And, Ms. Bomstein, if she?s still here, he 16 

doesn?t have cards for you either. 17 

  Please, go ahead. 18 

  MS. DOWNS: Hello, I?m Barbara Downs, and 19 

I?m Vice Chair of the Georgetown Waterfront 20 

Commission.  The Chair of the Commission, Senator 21 

Charles Purcey, has held that post since 1997 when the 22 

Commission began meeting, public meetings, and I 23 

believe Senator Purcey has written a letter that 24 

should be on file with the Zoning Commission. 25 
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  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes. 1 

  MS. DOWNS: The Georgetown Waterfront 2 

Commission is an open community forum that?s been 3 

meeting since 1997.  It?s open to all ? anybody who is 4 

interested in seeing a waterfront park built at the 5 

foot of Wisconsin Avenue. 6 

  Most of the issues that have been 7 

discussed here have been discussed before the 8 

Commission and also before the ANC.  Georgetown 9 

University has gone through an extensive, ten-year 10 

approval process.  Most, you know, the environmental 11 

questions, the siting questions, they?ve hired a 12 

distinguished architect, Steven Muse, to design the 13 

handsome boathouse in the shingle style of late 19th 14 

Century, which echoes the great boathouses on the 15 

Charles and Schuykill Rivers. 16 

  The boathouse design was approved 17 

enthusiastically by ANC-2E in September of 2001, and 18 

subsequently by the Old Georgetown Board and the 19 

Commission of Fine Arts.  All of these issues were 20 

discussed numerous times at regular public meetings 21 

over the years at the Waterfront Commission.  These 22 

bi-monthly meetings were held at St. John?s Church in 23 

Georgetown.  They were advertised in local papers, and 24 

were attended by citizens from the entire metropolitan 25 
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area, including a healthy representation of residents 1 

from Maryland and Virginia.  Attendees were encouraged 2 

to sign up for the mailing list and to receive minutes 3 

and notices of future meetings. 4 

  I?m hoping that you and the other 5 

Commissioners will see this magnificent boathouse as 6 

the result of a process involving the entire community 7 

over a six-year period, and will agree to the zoning 8 

requirements necessary to allow the university to move 9 

ahead with its plans. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 11 

  Sir? 12 

  MR. FOLEY: Good evening.  My name is Dave 13 

Foley, and for the past five years I?ve been the Head 14 

Rowing Coach at Ganzaga High School here in the 15 

District.  I?m sure you?ve all heard enough tonight 16 

about space and how cramped everyone is, especially 17 

the high schools, so I?m not going to continue with 18 

that.  But, I would like to talk about space a little 19 

bit differently, hopefully. 20 

  A few weeks ago when we had the meeting 21 

here, Georgetown had the pictures up of the boathouse, 22 

and everybody, it looked large compared with the other 23 

ones, and I thought it looked pretty big.  One of the 24 

things I thought about, though, and when you look in 25 
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comparison with the square footage of other 1 

boathouses, Thompson?s, Potomac, the Canoe Club, it 2 

has a lot, it?s much bigger.  I think Thompson?s 3 

square footage is 10,000 square feet. I can?t tell you 4 

what the Canoe Club is, nor Potomac Boat Club. But, 5 

one of the things that those other sites don?t 6 

include, and the opponents of this boathouse are going 7 

to say, well, look at how big this Georgetown site is, 8 

well, nobody at Thompson?s in their 10,000 square feet 9 

includes the compound, which is probably twice the 10 

size of Thompson?s.  That?s a pretty big facility 11 

then.  The compound, of course, is that area where, I 12 

guess it was a concrete plant at one point, or a 13 

loading dock of some sort, where all of the boats are 14 

stored outside. 15 

  At Potomac Boat Club, they store boats 16 

outside. That?s not included in the square footage.  17 

At the Washington Canoe Club, they, too, store 18 

equipment outside, and that isn?t included in their 19 

square footage.  I can?t tell you the amount of use or 20 

the amount of area that?s at the Washington Canoe 21 

Club, or even at Potomac, but at Thompson?s, if you go 22 

down there you can see that the building footprint is 23 

relatively small compared to the square footage that 24 

is used. 25 
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  Georgetown is trying to build a facility 1 

here that?s going to be able to encompass their entire 2 

program.  They are not looking for some add ons on the 3 

side. They are not looking to have to build a chain 4 

link fence around something to protect the equipment 5 

that they need to leave outside because they don?t 6 

have a facility inside.  Most of these facilities are 7 

also closed to the public, with the exception of 8 

Thompson?s and Jack?s, public places that you can rent 9 

equipment on the whole Potomac River.  That seems 10 

ridiculous.  The Canoe Club has a fence around it, 11 

Potomac is locked.  Shouldn?t we be trying to open up 12 

this space?  Georgetown is willing to open the area, 13 

let you walk down to the river.  People who want to go 14 

fishing on the dock of Georgetown would be much better 15 

served to do that than to traipse through the words 16 

that are full of garbage. 17 

  Thank you very much. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Foley. 19 

  Ma?am? 20 

  MS. SCHLESINGER: My name is Draga 21 

Schlesinger, and I?m a resident on the waterfront at 22 

the Flower Mill Condominium, and I?m representing all 23 

the neighbors on the waterfront at the Flower Mill.  24 

We use the Crescent Trail daily.  We walk our dogs, 25 
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ride our bikes on it, and I just wanted to be in 1 

support of ? all of us are in support of this 2 

wonderful new designed boathouse for Georgetown, and 3 

it will be a happy addition compared to what?s there 4 

right now with the Canoe Club. 5 

  I have photos of this going by the Canoe 6 

Club, with all the garbage, all the chain link fence, 7 

no trespassing, and I would like to submit these 8 

photos to you for observance. 9 

  Thank you. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 11 

  Any questions from the Commission. 12 

  Mr. O?Donnell?  Doctor Schuete?  Mr. 13 

Mopsig?   14 

  Give those to the staff, please.  Thank 15 

you. 16 

  Mr. Brooks, any questions? 17 

  All right, thank you both. 18 

  Okay, last call, persons in support. 19 

  Okay, we?re going to take a little break 20 

here at this point, and I?d like to see a show of 21 

hands of people who are planning on testifying in 22 

opposition tonight, so I can get a sense of how many 23 

people we have. 24 

  Okay, before we take our break, what I?d 25 
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like to do is ask the parties to consider ? we usually 1 

take parties and then persons, I?d like you to 2 

consider allowing the persons to go first because I?m 3 

not sure we?ll get through everything tonight, but 4 

we?ll get ? at least we won?t have as many people 5 

making a return trip if they don?t want to.  So, give 6 

that some thought during the break and we?ll be back 7 

in ten minutes. 8 

  (Whereupon, at 9:09 p.m., a recess until 9 

9:27 p.m.) 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Please come to order, 11 

we?d like to continue the hearing. 12 

  All right, I?ve been informed that the 13 

parties in opposition are going to ? have agreed to 14 

let the persons in opposition testify before them, and 15 

what we?d like to do is, I think we?ll until around 16 

10:30, and then we?ll see how many persons we have 17 

left at that point, if any, and we may go a little bit 18 

beyond 10:30 if we can wrap up that segment.  And, if 19 

not, we?ll just have to have a few people carry over. 20 

  So, let me begin, and I just want to 21 

remind you again to be courteous to those testifying, 22 

even if you disagree with their opinion.   23 

  Chisolm McAvoy.  Bob Morris. Jim Ross.  24 

Jay Carver.  Jay is not here?  Okay.  Pat Heringa. 25 
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  Mr. McAvoy, whenever you are ready.  State 1 

your name and address for the record. 2 

  MR. McAVOY: Chisolm McAvoy, 4418 Greenwich 3 

Parkway, N.W., Washington, D.C. 4 

  As a quick aside, I?d call for some 5 

civility here, probably on all our parts.  The 6 

Washington Canoe Club is an historic building.  We 7 

have work parties twice a year.  Anybody who wants to 8 

help paint is welcome to come. 9 

  I?m a proud defender of Potomac River 10 

parkland.  I?ve engaged in various uses of the Potomac 11 

River and its environs for over 45 years.  I have 12 

sailed, swum, rowed on the first GW Rowing Team in 13 

1956, paddled the river, and have run and walked along 14 

its shoreline C&O Canal toe path.  I?m the current 15 

Commodore of the National Yacht Club, a member of the 16 

Washington Canoe Club, Potomac Peddlers Touring Club, 17 

and the C&O National Park Bicycle Toe Path Patrol. 18 

  I?m pleased to appear before this Zoning 19 

Commission.  Thank you all for this opportunity to 20 

bring the clear light of day to the matter of 21 

Georgetown University Boathouse. 22 

  Construction of this oversized private 23 

facility on national parkland will dramatically alter 24 

the current natural state along the north bank of the 25 
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Potomac River. 1 

  My opposition to a Georgetown University 2 

rowing facility at this site at this time is based on 3 

its impact on Capital Crescent Trail users, Potomac 4 

River recreational and competitive rowing and paddling 5 

activities and physical damage to the tender walls of 6 

the toe path and C&O Canal. 7 

  On May 9, 2003, the Office of Planning 8 

filed a report that makes a number of points to which 9 

I take issue.  Access to the facility would be a ten-10 

foot wide service road, adjacent to the Crescent 11 

Trail.  To the contrary, access would effectively 12 

include the Crescent Trail.  The road would be used by 13 

emergency vehicles, service vehicles for the facility. 14 

 Boat trailers for hauling eight-oar shells in and out 15 

of the boathouse and shuttle buses making their way 16 

back and forth to the head of the Crescent Trail, to 17 

load and unload parents, alumni, students, fans of 18 

Georgetown University rowing, regattas and other 19 

events.  At all of these times, use of the Capital 20 

Crescent Trail would be seriously impaired. 21 

  The design for the boathouse would benefit 22 

users of the Crescent Trail and toe path, another 23 

thing that?s stated, I cannot imagine passers by 24 

standing in rapped awe pointing out to each other the 25 
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features of the nearly seven-story boathouse, 1 

especially as it is a private facility on national 2 

parkland with limited access to the general public. 3 

  Flood control wetlands, et cetera, the 4 

site was under water during high Potomac River crests 5 

in May.  Despite the ? design of the structure, the 6 

resulting river flow would result in havoc downstream. 7 

  There?s mention in some of the literature 8 

about sailboats being at the facility.  My word, I?ve 9 

sailed out of the Washington Sailing Marina, the Bell 10 

Haven Marina, currently the Georgetown Sailing Team is 11 

at the Washington Sailing Marina, a much better 12 

sailing site. Sailing on the upper Potomac upstream of 13 

Key Bridge really gums up the river for paddling and 14 

rowers, I can assure you. 15 

  On the fence issue, the fence is there, 16 

I?m sorry it may look like Guantanamo Bay to some 17 

people, but the fence is there because there?s a 18 

constant stream of cars exploring the end of the 19 

roadway.  If there was no fence there, they?d just 20 

drive on in.  We have children, babes in arms, and 21 

some babes as well, and kids getting boats in and out 22 

of the facility and working out, so that?s why the 23 

fence is there.  I?m sorry that to some it?s an 24 

eyesore. 25 
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  The Zoning Commission should have, and 1 

must have, the courage, fortitude, conscience and good 2 

sense to defend the public interest.  I urge the 3 

Commission to turn down the Georgetown University 4 

request for a zoning change that would clear the way 5 

for construction of a boathouse.  I enjoyed rowing, 6 

but now I like facing forward and paddling.  The 7 

boathouses all should be down the river from the Key 8 

Bridge, that?s where they really ought to be. 9 

  In light of the expert testimony that you 10 

have heard, please vote no to the zoning change. 11 

  Thanks again for this opportunity to 12 

testify. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. McAvoy. 14 

  Mr. Morris. 15 

  MR. MORRIS: Thank you, Madam Chair. 16 

  I?m Bob Morris, and I represent the D.C. 17 

Chapter of Sierra Club.  There are at 3,200 member  18 

residents in the District of Columbia, 17,000 members 19 

in the Washington, D.C. area, and 700,000 members 20 

nationwide.  It?s important to bring a national 21 

context to this issue, because we are talking about 22 

private development of a national park. 23 

  The current owners of the C&O Canal 24 

National Historic Park are the American people, not 25 
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Georgetown University or the Park Service. It is the 1 

taxpaying public who have a matter of right in 2 

determining the future of this land. 3 

  NPS recognized this right when they made 4 

the exchange agreement contingent upon the university 5 

obtaining approval by this Commission to develop this 6 

public parkland.  This Commission set a precedent for 7 

this case when they decided in the Oxen Cove prison 8 

case that parkland does not need to be rezoned when it 9 

is in the best interest of the community for the land 10 

to be retained as unzoned parkland. 11 

  There is no mystery as to why public 12 

opposition has made itself known at this late date, to 13 

quote the counsel for the university.  The public 14 

process that the university and NPS have followed have 15 

made it difficult to find the true parameters of the 16 

project, but the public has been concerned enough to 17 

persevere and uncover the flaws in that process and 18 

the negative consequences to the public. 19 

  The first problem is the contention that 20 

if the university isn?t allowed to build on Tract 102-21 

114, they will build on Tract 102-109 upstream.  The 22 

upstream tract turns out on examination to be 23 

unsuitable for building a boathouse.  It?s been under 24 

water.  It?s only 45 feet wide, so it can?t possibly 25 
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fit the 60-foot boats that require the university to 1 

ask for exceptions on the much deeper downstream 2 

tract. 3 

  A second problem is with the claims of 4 

fire approvals and public presentations, starting with 5 

the environmental assessment.  The EA and FONZ have 6 

been cited to public bodies as a response to 7 

environmental concerns, but when we finally got hold 8 

of it we discovered that it didn?t include 9 

consideration of the proposed use of the land.  10 

Additionally, public bodies, such as the C&O Canal 11 

Advisory Commission and Corps of Engineers, have been 12 

cited as giving approval, but they have actually only 13 

heard concept presentations and have not given 14 

approval. 15 

  Another problem is with the siting of the 16 

building.  It is generally described as being in the 17 

Georgetown Waterfront Park, which the public perceives 18 

as being east of Key Bridge.  It is never presented as 19 

being in the C&O Canal National Historic Park, which 20 

is where it?s going to be.  When pinned down, it is 21 

described as being in the 1100 foot space west of Key 22 

Bridge that the NPS and the Georgetown Waterfront Park 23 

Commission decided should be for boathouses.  It is 24 

only on close examination that we discovered the 25 
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project included turnarounds, et cetera, would stretch 1 

well beyond that 1100 foot zone. 2 

  Here?s what the public would lose if you 3 

reverse 50 years of policy and allow new private 4 

development in the C&O Canal Park.  This project has 5 

no provisions to put your logic, soil retention, 6 

wildlife habitat, flood control, or public 7 

recreational functions of the land and river.  It will 8 

set precedent that will encourage other private 9 

interests to take their bite out of the 185 miles of 10 

the C&O Canal Parks and trail ways.  Public views that 11 

are shown in pictures from 140 years ago will become 12 

the private domain of the social gatherings the 13 

university describes on its web site. 14 

  GU docks, ramps and boats will block the 15 

prime path up the river to the right of the Three 16 

Sisters, especially favored by families and novice 17 

paddlers, because it is out of the main current.  The 18 

prime fishing spot most favored by kids and folks who 19 

can?t take a long walk up the trail will exist no 20 

longer. 21 

  Here?s what the public will gain, 22 

retaining walls, vehicular traffic, a 50 to 60-foot 23 

high, 300-foot long wall instead of naturally 24 

vegetated slopes, wetlands and river front, increased 25 
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pollution, urban heat effects, storm surge, river 1 

bottom sedimentation, which will eventually require 2 

dredging, and flood damage downstream.  This is a bad 3 

deal for taxpayers today, and for our children 4 

tomorrow. 5 

  You have been presented with a flawed 6 

zoning request from a tax exempt special interest that 7 

is contested by the rightful owners of the parkland, 8 

taxpaying citizens.  Approval would reverse 50 years 9 

of work that have gone into making this national park. 10 

  Will you favor protecting the economic, 11 

social, ecological and aesthetic public benefits the 12 

park provides, or will you decide to let the private 13 

interests of the university outweigh the interests of 14 

ordinary taxpayers? 15 

  I have confidence you will follow the Oxen 16 

Cove precedent and reject this flawed request. 17 

  Thank you. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Morris. 19 

  Did you have written testimony that you 20 

can submit? 21 

  MR. MORRIS: Yes, ma?am. 22 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 23 

  Mr. Ross? 24 

  MR. ROSS: I?m testifying as an individual. 25 
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 Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you 1 

tonight.  I personally have been involved in several 2 

aspects of boating for over 40 years, and I?ve been a 3 

user of the Potomac River and the C&O Canal since the 4 

mid-1970s. 5 

  I?ve seen the use of the river expand to 6 

include many more boats, both non-motorized and 7 

motorized, and feel very strongly that there is a 8 

tremendous need for additional public and private 9 

boating facilities on the Potomac. 10 

  Unfortunately, the GU Boathouse, if built 11 

as planned, is entirely too large and far out of 12 

proportion with the other river front buildings.  The 13 

rationale for why the building needs to be so large is 14 

in conflict with my personal knowledge of boathouses 15 

and canoeing and rowing programs. 16 

  However, even to the average citizen, it 17 

seems hard to believe that a program that intends to 18 

host less than 200 athletes a year needs a building 19 

larger than 32,000 square feet. 20 

  As currently designed, this building meets 21 

Georgetown?s wants, not their needs.  It is very 22 

worrisome to me that a W-O zoning will be considered  23 

for this building.  The W-O zoning appeared to be 24 

intended as a zoning category that would be most 25 
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protective of the environment and least impacting to 1 

the area being built on. 2 

  GU?s numerous special exceptions, and even 3 

a variance in order to bypass the intentions of the 4 

new law, make a mockery of it.  These special 5 

exceptions, when taken together, will allow the 6 

construction of an enormous edifice which would be 7 

exactly the kind of building that the law was created 8 

to protect against.  It would be a bad message to send 9 

to area builders, who, for sure, are watching this 10 

case closely, wondering what exactly can be built on 11 

the new W-O area. 12 

  This building would set a bad precedent 13 

for what a W-O zoning means when building in areas 14 

that are supposed to be low impact.   15 

  This Commission has done a very good job 16 

of asking tough questions and demanding honest answers 17 

from both sides of the issue.  The Commission has to 18 

appreciate the fact that this building is the first of 19 

what will hopefully be a number of new boathouses on 20 

the Georgetown waterfront. We have heard testimony 21 

from the National Park that George Washington 22 

University is hoping to build their own boathouse in 23 

the near future. What size building will they request? 24 

 Will they also request to include an indoor rowing 25 
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tank?  How far will their docks extend out into the 1 

river? 2 

  Clearly, you can only evaluate one 3 

building at a time, but your actions in approving the 4 

construction of this large edifice will be precedent 5 

setting. 6 

  In conclusion, I thank you for allowing 7 

for an open dialogue on this subject.  I want you to 8 

recognize that many area boaters are in favor of more 9 

boathouses, but I vote the Commission to vote for the 10 

W-O zoning, but then not allow any structure to be 11 

built on that area of land.  There is ample land to 12 

the east of the Washington Canoe Club that would allow 13 

for a more modest-sized building that would serve the 14 

needs of on water demands for any collegiate rowing 15 

team. 16 

  Thank you. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Ross. 18 

  Could you just give us your address, 19 

please? 20 

  MR. ROSS: Sure, I?m sorry, 4915 Bayard 21 

Boulevard, Bethesda, Maryland. 22 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 23 

  Go ahead. 24 

  MS. HERINGA: Madam Chair and Members of 25 
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the Commission, I?m Pat Heringa, 1080 Wisconsin 1 

Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C., and I, obviously, live 2 

in the District.  I?m a homeowner on the C&O Canal.  3 

I?m a member of the Washington Canoe Club.  I paddle 4 

on both the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers, and I?m a 5 

walker and former runner, unfortunately, on the 6 

Capital Crescent Trail and the toe path. 7 

  And, I don?t know exactly when the trail 8 

first opened, but before I was finished, and not 9 

knowing where I was going, I walked the toe path from 10 

Bethesda to Georgetown. 11 

  You have my written testimony, so I?ll 12 

just make a few points about adverse impacts of what I 13 

think the boathouse might have.  First, the effects on 14 

adjacent development, particularly, the Washington 15 

Canoe Club, that will lose 10 percent of the land that 16 

they?ve been leasing for 99 years, and is likely to 17 

have structural damage.  And, I?ve submitted an 18 

attachment that is an assessment by a certified 19 

engineer. 20 

  Second, on the traffic patterns, actually, 21 

in lower Georgetown, I don?t know how they are going 22 

to be bringing the boats down there, and it may not be 23 

a problem, but it?s something I think that we should 24 

think about, because I?ve seen boats trying to turn 25 
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onto these small streets, 31st Street, not boats, the 1 

trucks that carry the boats, and it?s very difficult, 2 

and also onto Wisconsin Avenue. 3 

  Third, I?m concerned about the survival of 4 

kayaking and canoeing on the Potomac River. This area, 5 

I just feel like to could be dominated by Crew boats, 6 

and that the kayakers and canoers just won?t be able 7 

to paddle in this area at all. 8 

  And last, on the recreational novice 9 

paddlers who come from Jack?s Boathouse, you may have 10 

seen the nice little kayaks that they have there, the 11 

C kayaks that a beginner could feel pretty comfortable 12 

in, and these paddlers go up the D.C. shore and they 13 

actually go into the area where the dock is going to 14 

take up the space, as well as taking up space of three 15 

regatta lanes for training, for kayak and canoe 16 

training. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Could you wrap it up, 18 

you are just about out of time? 19 

  MS. HERINGA: Oh, okay, sure.   20 

  I had a story to tell you, I?m sorry, 21 

about some friends of mine who were beached, and one 22 

of them never went in the water again, and these were 23 

experienced paddlers, so you can imagine how the 24 

novice paddlers would feel. 25 
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  So I urge you to reject the variance 1 

request for the Georgetown Boathouse at this site, 2 

when they don?t meet the criteria for minimizing 3 

adverse effects. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 5 

  Questions from the Commission for this 6 

panel?  Mr. May? 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, I have a handful of 8 

questions.  Let?s see if I can get them all right. 9 

  Mr. Morris, I?m curious the way you talked 10 

about this particular section of the water front and 11 

how it could be developed, I?m curious about what you 12 

think about what?s there right now, particularly, the 13 

Washington Canoe Club which occupies parkland, and 14 

what would you have done with that space? 15 

  MR. MORRIS: The Washington Canoe Club, the 16 

National Park has been there since 1972, and the 17 

Washington Canoe Club predates that by 50-60 years, 18 

something like that, so I give them a pass because 19 

they were there first. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. 21 

  Mr. Ross, if the facility, as it?s been 22 

designed, is too large, how small would it have to be 23 

to pass muster with you? 24 

  MR. ROSS: I guess all I could do is refer 25 
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to the facilities, as is stated, Georgetown University 1 

is going to be a single-use facility, Thompson?s 2 

Rowing Center, which is actually smaller than the 3 

proposed GU Boathouse, is a multi-use facility.  4 

Potomac Boathouse, which has been there for a long, 5 

long time, also allows high school rowing, in itself 6 

it is a multi-use facility, even though it?s a private 7 

club.  So, as a single-use facility, you know, 8 

somewhere between the size of the Potomac Boathouse 9 

and Washington Canoe Club. 10 

  It just seems, I guess from my 11 

perspective, if you are going to host 200 athletes a 12 

year, it seems that 32,000 square feet is a little bit 13 

excessive. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: And then the last 15 

question I have is for Ms. Heringa, the attachment 16 

that you gave us from the structural engineer, or the 17 

engineer, who knows if it?s a structural engineer, 18 

cites pile driving as being a specific risk to the 19 

historic structure.  As I recall, the applicant made a 20 

point of stating that there wouldn?t be any driven 21 

piles in the construction, and I was wondering if you 22 

were aware of that? 23 

  MS. HERINGA: I do recall, but all this is 24 

a little over my head, so it?s just something I would 25 
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have hope that would be considered. 1 

  And, perhaps, you know, a structural 2 

engineer could be, you know, if the Zoning Commission 3 

approves the boathouse, maybe they could ? someone 4 

could have a structural engineer to protect the 5 

adjacent development. 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Anyone else?  Mr. 8 

Hood? 9 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: Madam Chair, thank 10 

you. 11 

  Mr. Morris, you mentioned in your 12 

testimony about the precedent setting of the Oxen 13 

Cover prison case parkland does not need to be rezoned 14 

if it?s in the best interest of the community for land 15 

to be retained as unzoned parkland. As a Commissioner 16 

who sat on that, I don?t exactly remember, maybe if 17 

you can clarify that, how this is precedent setting. 18 

  MR. MORRIS: Yes, Gene Kinlow, and some 19 

friends of mine briefed me on it, and their ? what 20 

they told me is, they came in to the Commission and 21 

went before you, and you heard from the prison company 22 

that wanted to build it, you heard from the people in 23 

the community who did not want that built there in the 24 

community.  It was also a case in which there was a 25 
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transfer that was contingent upon Zoning Commission 1 

approval, and the Zoning Commission decided to not 2 

grant that approval and not to rezone the parkland.  3 

It was unzoned parkland. 4 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: Right, it was, but I 5 

can tell you that that was not turned down because of 6 

that issue.  So, I just think that you want to make 7 

sure that when you talk about precedent setting make 8 

sure you have accurate information.  I can tell you 9 

that last statement on your testimony is so much 10 

incorrect, and I?m saying that as the Commissioner who 11 

made the motion to deny. 12 

  I won?t get into the specifics of that 13 

case, but that is not accurate. 14 

  Thank you, Madam Chair. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Anyone else? 16 

  Mr. Hannaham? 17 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I was just curious 18 

as to the criticisms of this project that relate to 19 

its environmental consequences, and yet one of the 20 

agencies that?s involved in the transfer, the National 21 

Park Service, has usually been overly diligent in, you 22 

know, responding to and addressing concerns of the 23 

environment.  In fact, it?s probably the one agency in 24 

the federal government who is the most ? who is the 25 
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custodian of our natural resources, basically, our 1 

parklands.  And, if there?s any agency that should be 2 

sensitive, it would seem to me as though it would be 3 

the National Park Service.  So, I?m really concerned, 4 

there?s so much in the testimony that you?ve presented 5 

here which seems to undermine the credibility, really, 6 

of the Park Service in arranging an agreement that 7 

would be so counterproductive to its own mission. 8 

  MR. MORRIS: Yes, sir.  And, I share that 9 

concern.  I?ll quote to you from a May 19, 2003 letter 10 

that 28 former National Park Service employees, 11 

including seven former Park Superintendents, wrote to 12 

President Bush, and it?s a short quote.  ?The National 13 

Parks belong to every American and we are dismayed to 14 

see that they are being turned over piece by piece, 15 

contract by contract, to well-connected special 16 

interests.? 17 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: So then, I look at 18 

the Washington, D.C. area, and I see where most of the 19 

coastal, if we have coastal land, most of the water ? 20 

most of the land abutting water is under the 21 

jurisdiction of the Park Service. 22 

  MR. MORRIS: Yes, sir. 23 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: And, I don?t see 24 

where that fits, you know, I don?t really see where 25 
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that fits, maybe on a national scale you can cite 1 

instances where these charges have, you know, you can 2 

raise those kinds of charges.  I find it very 3 

difficult where the custodian that works with 100 4 

percent of the coastal areas here is the National Park 5 

Service, and that the Park Service itself is being 6 

charged, really, of mismanagement. 7 

  MR. MORRIS: Yes, sir. 8 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: If it has gone so 9 

far as to enter into this agreement that we are 10 

considering tonight. 11 

  MR. MORRIS: Yes, sir, and this is the 12 

second instance in the past 12 months where I?ve been 13 

called by citizens, which is how I got involved in 14 

this, I?m a volunteer with the Sierra Club, called by 15 

citizens who are concerned about a national parkland 16 

land swap that was not in the public interest, the 17 

other being ? Haven Parkway. 18 

  All I can tell you sir is, I share that 19 

concern, and I think it is the wrong direction for 20 

them to be taking. 21 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I?m clear now as to 22 

where you stand. 23 

  Thank you, Madam Chair. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 25 
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  Any other questions from the Commission? 1 

  Mr. O?Donnell, any questions?  Doctor 2 

Schuete?  Mr. Mopsig?  Mr. Brooks? 3 

  Okay, thank you all very much. 4 

  William Brown.  Paul Pollinger.  Terry 5 

Hume.  Frances Gemmill. 6 

  Mr. Brown, why don?t you go ahead. 7 

  MR. BROWN: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 8 

  I am William Brown, I reside at 4425 9 

Greenwich Parkway, N.W., in Washington, D.C. 10 

  I?m the President of the Association of 11 

the Oldest Inhabitants of the District of Columbia, 12 

founded on December 7, 1865.  The AOI is the 13 

District?s oldest continuously-active civic 14 

association.  It was founded immediately following the 15 

Civil War by 31 prominent citizens and businessmen in 16 

an effort to restore the Capitol?s dignity and to keep 17 

alive the reminiscences of the past history of our 18 

City, and, more important, to emphasize respect for 19 

local government authority and national patriotism 20 

above the sectional differences which existed after 21 

the Civil War.  And, it?s our quest for local 22 

government authority and the pride in our natural 23 

environment that has compelled us to comment this 24 

evening on this issue. 25 
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  In his photo essay along the Potomac AOI?s 1 

immediate Past President, Doctor Philip W. Ogelvie, 2 

who passed away this last September, remarks, ?In the 3 

60 years since the formation of the Interstate Cobb 4 

Commission on the Potomac River Basin, the river has 5 

recovered much of its biological potential as 6 

pollution has been reduced and land practices have 7 

been improved.?  I can attest to this personally, as 8 

the C&O Canal and Potomac River banks, my playgrounds 9 

as a child, have improved to the extent that one is no 10 

longer disgusted by the stench that once befouled its 11 

recreational potential.  Now much improved, the river 12 

and its environs are today threatened by visual 13 

pollution and access limited only to those who are 14 

able to pay for it. 15 

  The proposal to develop the eastern 16 

shoreline of the Potomac River above the Washington 17 

Canoe Club should not be allowed to proceed.  The D.C. 18 

Zoning Commission must act to maintain this property 19 

as unzoned with no new construction. 20 

  The Potomac Palisades must be protected 21 

and maintained as close to its natural state as 22 

possible.  The District must not follow the lead of 23 

Arlington and Fairfax Counties, and permit the 24 

monstrosities which now clutter the Virginia shoreline 25 
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of our river.  The proposed boathouse would not only 1 

contribute to the visual clutter of the shoreline from 2 

the Virginia side of the river, but worse, block views 3 

of the Potomac, the Key Bridge, Roosevelt Island and 4 

the Alexandria Aqueduct remains from both the C&O 5 

Canal toe path and the Capital Crescent Trail.  6 

Hikers, bikers and joggers have grown accustomed to 7 

these views as they approach Georgetown, and it would 8 

be a crime to deprive park and trail visitors at these 9 

scenes in perpetuity. 10 

  The AOI fully supports the use of the 11 

Potomac River for recreational boating and aquatic 12 

sports, of course, with the exception of personal 13 

water craft, and for all visitors to enjoy, but we 14 

object to the private exclusive nature of the proposed 15 

party rooms which will be available only to those who 16 

can afford to pay for them. 17 

  Let Georgetown University propose a 18 

boathouse downstream from the existing boathouses, or 19 

better yet, partner with the National Park Service to 20 

expand and improve Thompson?s Boathouse to better suit 21 

the needs of their students and the boating public at 22 

large. 23 

  The Association of the Oldest Inhabitants 24 

of the District of Columbia strongly recommends that 25 
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the Commission move to either maintain this parcel as 1 

unzoned with no new construction or zoned 2 

appropriately to provide the greatest amount of 3 

scrutiny and review. 4 

  Thank you for your consideration on our 5 

position in this matter. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Brown. 7 

  Mr. Pollinger.  Would you turn on your 8 

microphone for me, please? 9 

  MR. POLLINGER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 10 

  My name is Paul Pollinger.  I live at 3713 11 

Fulton Street, N.W.  I?ve lived in the District for 12 

over 35 years.  I?ve also ? my personal investments, 13 

I?ve always been a businessman in the District.  I?ve 14 

never worked for the federal government, city 15 

government, state government, whatever you want. 16 

  Including in that was starting an art 17 

gallery that did well by Washingtonians.  I was 18 

written up at one point as an urban pioneer by the 19 

Washington Post, in areas where now I wish I still 20 

owned it, but at that time it was fairly early. 21 

  But, let me go to the point.  A rowing 22 

tank, I?m an industrial engineer in the past, a rowing 23 

tank doesn?t have to be a normal part of an ocean 24 

shell at all, of a rowing company at all, it can be up 25 
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on campus equally as well.  And, I bring to your 1 

attention that most of those people leave in a rowing 2 

tank will take the Guts Bus or their car or whatever 3 

or walk to their dorm.  There?s plenty of room on that 4 

campus for that rowing tank. 5 

  To take that one step further, anybody 6 

that it?s an industrial engineer that?s been involved 7 

in training, which I was in the ? the Air Force has 8 

simulators and pilots fly airplanes.  When a pilot 9 

makes a suggestion, a bad mistake flying, they don?t 10 

keep a simulator in the hangar to teach them in the 11 

hangar, they have the simulator somewhere else. And, 12 

certainly, when the whole squadron messes up they 13 

don?t take them into a simulator at the site where the 14 

plane is parked.  So, there?s no real need to training 15 

for that tank to be on the water front, absolutely 16 

none.  17 

  And, I would like to see a statement, see, 18 

architects don?t look inside the building, and I?ve 19 

fallen through, being an industrial engineer, where 20 

the inside of the building hasn?t been fully 21 

evaluated.   22 

  The second thing is, and this is more 23 

speculative, but I?ve done this in the District 24 

before, Georgetown exports a lot of their students to 25 
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northern Virginia.  In fact, I?ve worked in apartment 1 

communities in D.C., not one Guts Bus goes to any D.C. 2 

Apartment, they all go over Key Bridge to northern 3 

Virginia.  I just suggest that down in the Federal 4 

Waterfront there?s plenty of room to build a gigantic 5 

boathouse, plus build a dorm so that D.C. is not 6 

exporting their students to northern Virginia.  So, 7 

there is an out for them, and they could build that 8 

boathouse on the Anacostia River very easily, and the 9 

developers would love it. 10 

  The last thing is, nobody speaks for ? I 11 

happen to be interested in American University, not 12 

necessarily in the rowing, but what about the other 13 

schools in D.C., we are making a ? because of the 14 

stampede we?re making a case that doesn?t include all 15 

the participants.  It doesn?t include Howard, it 16 

doesn?t include UDC, and it doesn?t include American 17 

University, let alone Anacostia High School, Eastern 18 

High School has a place over on Anacostia, but there 19 

are other sites, and there?s no need to panic the 20 

local rowers in Thompson?s to support a boathouse. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. 22 

Pollinger. 23 

  Ms. Hume. 24 

  MS. HUME: Terry Lee Hume, 215 Morgan 25 
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Street, N.W.  I?ve been a canoer and kayaker since I 1 

was a small child.  My father used to take me out and 2 

use the toe path and bike trails.  My great-great 3 

grandfather used to drive the mules up the C&O Canal 4 

and pull the barges, and my whole family is very 5 

concerned about the integrity of the C&O Canal and 6 

National Park. 7 

  And, even though everybody has testified 8 

how courteous they are on the etiquette of the water, 9 

it seems that these unmotorized boats, every one of 10 

them has a motorized boat that follows along with 11 

them. And, these motorized boats cause such havoc that 12 

I do not kayak between 6:00 a.m. and 8:30, because of 13 

the wakes that these boats create. 14 

  And, on about May 12th, I was forced to 15 

call the Harbor Patrol of the Metropolitan Police to 16 

bring to their attention violations by Crew coaches 17 

that created such wakes that they endangered my life, 18 

and when you get capsized and you are in freezing cold 19 

water at this hour of the spring it?s hard to memorize 20 

the number of the boat so that you can even report it 21 

to the police.  22 

  And, I talked to Officer Dennis Hance, and 23 

he assured me that the Harbor Patrol was fighting this 24 

on a daily basis, and Office Hance stated that 25 
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enhanced enforcement went into effect Sunday, May 18, 1 

2003, and with this enhanced enforcement they have 2 

four overtime positions that have been added to aid 3 

the Harbor Patrol in cracking down on speeding 4 

violations, you know, because as you know it?s a no 5 

wake zone from Memorial Bridge all the way up.  And, 6 

the Harbor Patrol said that the four overtime 7 

positions that they added to put into their enhanced 8 

enforcement would help to crack down on the wakes that 9 

are caused and the speeding violations by Crew 10 

coaches. 11 

  So, with every launch that goes out with a 12 

coach in it, they create a wake, and even though they 13 

are like ? they don?t ever come near us kayakers, they 14 

are wakes still, and so, you know, after they?ve 15 

already gone way up river, then, you know, we are 16 

sitting there fighting, you know, to keep up.  And, 17 

it?s not fair that, you know, the kayakers and canoers 18 

are going to become extinct.  With all the increase 19 

boathouses that have been testified to, and all the 20 

increased boats for high school students and all this, 21 

it?s going to create even more launches and more wakes 22 

that?s going to totally extinct kayaking and canoe 23 

Olympic sports. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 25 
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  MS. HUME: Thank you for allowing me to 1 

testify. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Ms. Gemmill.  Would 3 

you turn on your mike for me first?  Thank you. 4 

  MS. GEMMILL: Thank you. 5 

  I?m Frances Gemmill, I?m President of the 6 

District of Columbia League of Women Voters, and 7 

someone has raised the question, what does this league 8 

have to do with this?  I must tell you that the league 9 

nationally and in the District of Columbia members 10 

have studied and reached consensus regarding 11 

environmental, particularly, the National 12 

Environmental Policy Act.  And, it?s on that basis 13 

that we are here tonight. 14 

  We have some friends who are canoeists, 15 

too, and that?s how we learned about this.  The league 16 

takes action by addressing governmental bodies only 17 

after they?ve reached consensus and agreement, so I?m 18 

speaking for the members who live across our City. 19 

  The League of Women Voters supports the 20 

preservation of open space and unique natural features 21 

of the City. Without a doubt the undeveloped area 22 

along the Potomac River west of Key Bridge provides a 23 

valuable resource to our City, as open space in an 24 

urban setting. 25 
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  As the Georgetown Waterfront Park and C&O 1 

Canal National Historic Parkland states, above Key 2 

Bridge is one the main scenic treasures of the 3 

Nation?s Capitol. 4 

  Because we believe in full public review 5 

of the environmental, social and economic impacts of 6 

major developments such as the Georgetown Boathouse, 7 

we ask that you not rezone the property until you have 8 

had a full environmental impact statement which takes 9 

account of the impact of the property. 10 

  The 1995 assessment is not only outdated, 11 

but more importantly did not include the specific 12 

proposal before you.  A new environmental review is a 13 

good means of addressing issues and providing an early 14 

opportunity for citizens? input.   15 

  So, some of the issues include, but are 16 

not limited to, details on the full scope of the 17 

current proposal, which were apparently unavailable 18 

for the 1995 environmental assessment, impact on users 19 

of the C&O Canal, Capital Crescent Trail and 20 

neighbors, impact on historics, direct and indirect 21 

effects of the water quality of the Potomac River, 22 

alternative sites which may be more desirable at this 23 

time, and you are hearing some of these things, and 24 

assessment of the number of vehicle trips per day and 25 
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per week for boathouse activities.  You are going into 1 

all that. 2 

  An environmental impact statement would 3 

address the many concerns of neighbors and voters, as 4 

well as bikers and hikers on the C&O Canal and Capital 5 

Crescent Trail, and other citizens who treasure this 6 

urban open space. 7 

  Since the proposed development would 8 

permanently remove public parkland from our National 9 

Park System, resulting in the loss of wetlands and 10 

impact views of this historic area, we urge that you 11 

defer this decision until an environmental impact 12 

statement has been performed. 13 

  Thank you. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms. 15 

Gemmill. 16 

  Any questions from the Commission for this 17 

panel?  Mr. May? 18 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, Mr. Brown, in your 19 

statement you referred to the monstrosities which now 20 

clutter the Virginia shoreline and you make another 21 

reference to that visual clutter.  Which specific 22 

monstrosities are you talking about on the shoreline? 23 

  MR. BROWN: I?m talking about upstream from 24 

Chain Bridge, Mr. May, if you take the Capital 25 
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Crescent Trail or the C&O Canal toe path up that way, 1 

there are big developments Arlington and Fairfax have 2 

permitted, and it?s also an issue outside the Beltway 3 

as well. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: So, they are on the 5 

shoreline? 6 

  MR. BROWN: Yes, on the Palisades of the 7 

Potomac.  You need to get out and see those.  Sorry. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: I?ve seen a lot of the 9 

city, believe me. 10 

  MR. BROWN: Well, okay, but remember, we 11 

are in the City, we?ve seen the City, we are looking 12 

across the river to the Virginia Palisades of the 13 

Potomac. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Right. 15 

  MR. BROWN: Those are the monstrosities I?m 16 

talking about. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: But, I mean, it?s 18 

actually on the shore? 19 

  MR. BROWN: Yes. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: As opposed to ? on the 21 

Palisades on the shore.  It?s on the water, it?s on 22 

the Palisades overlooking the water? 23 

  MR. BROWN: Well, I don?t know how ? I 24 

mean, you know, they?ve got posts and beams and all to 25 
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support some of these structures. 1 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: You make a parallel 2 

between a building that?s being built on the shore, 3 

touching the water ?  4 

  MR. BROWN: Correct. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: ? with things that are 6 

happening in Virginia, and I?m looking in my mind 7 

across the river there, because you made ? I mean, it 8 

sounds in your statement as if we have to watch out 9 

for what they did across the river. 10 

  MR. BROWN: Correct. 11 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: And, across the river I 12 

don?t see any buildings that are on the shore, even up 13 

the river I don?t see buildings that are on the shore. 14 

  MR. BROWN: Well, I would make the point 15 

that the shore on the Virginia side of the river isn?t 16 

deep enough, but the cliffs and the Potomac Palisades 17 

are tantamount to the shore. 18 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, well now I 19 

understand what you are talking about, because I 20 

couldn?t understand the reference to the visual 21 

clutter without knowing that you were talking about 22 

things that are actually on the cliffs or surrounding 23 

it, which is different from being ? or from what I was 24 

interpreting. 25 
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  Okay, thank you. 1 

  I think that?s it. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Hood? 3 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: Madam Chairman, I want 4 

to go to something Ms. Hume raised a flag for me for, 5 

and I think what we need to do, and I?m not sure, the 6 

Harbor Patrol comes up under the Route North, the 7 

letter here says ?No additional traffic concerns,? the 8 

police department didn?t have any problems.  I would 9 

maybe at this time maybe make a request of the Office 10 

of Planning, before we move further or at a later 11 

date, to provide us something from the Harbor Patrol, 12 

because I want to make sure we are getting it from the 13 

exact subject matter expert. And, I?m not ? looking 14 

back at this letter from Chief Monroe, who is a great 15 

guy, I?m not sure whether we can accurately count 16 

exactly of the police issues or concerns that were 17 

raised by Ms. Hume, who unfortunately capsized. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I think that?s a good 19 

idea. 20 

  Ms. ?, can you call the Harbor Patrol for 21 

us? 22 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: I also had another 23 

comment to Mr. Pollinger, and I would just ? you were 24 

mentioning that, I guess, the rowing tanks could go 25 
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back up on campus.  I don?t know if I alluded to that, 1 

that probably was something I mentioned, well, not 2 

exactly so specifically, because actually this has 3 

been an education for me.  I don?t get a chance to get 4 

out there and do that quite often, I don?t get around 5 

like Commissioner May. So, what I was ? my question 6 

is, are we actually being fair, I mean, when I looked 7 

at what was provided to us today from Philadelphia, 8 

and asking a group of people to put ? apportion some 9 

here, apportion some here, minimize impact, nothing 10 

has been built down there, which I found out tonight, 11 

since, what, 1960. We are talking about 43 years, 12 

we?ve now moved into the 21st Century, this is 2003. 13 

Are we being fair in asking someone to split up 14 

something, ? on all this because I thought ? I was in 15 

line with your thinking, well, what I?ve heard you 16 

say, minimizing, but I?m finding out you need so much 17 

space for the boats to go in, and the shells, and the 18 

spacing and all that, so from what I see, because when 19 

I first looked at it, and I want to take back what I 20 

said at the last hearing because now I?m being 21 

educated, is that I don?t know when I said it was too 22 

big, that was my first assumption in looking at it, it 23 

was too big, but now that I see all that goes in it, I 24 

still have a question about the exercise room, and 25 
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when ? comes back up I?m going to see if we can do 1 

something with that. 2 

  But, I just don?t think, do you think you 3 

are being fair asking them to put a piece of it back 4 

on campus and a piece of it down on the water front? 5 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Would you turn on your 6 

mike for us?  There you go. 7 

  MR. POLLINGER: Yes, sir.  I might ? you 8 

brought up Philadelphia, I might make an ad, if you 9 

were asked to put this same boathouse on Philadelphia, 10 

you wouldn?t ? there wouldn?t even be a hearing, that 11 

just wouldn?t happen on the river in Philadelphia, 12 

what they are asking here today. 13 

  But, coming back to breaking it up, many, 14 

many, it?s an exercise device, just the same as a 15 

weight is for there, there?s no real relationship 16 

between that student in the winter, which is most of 17 

the time, when there?s ice on the river, that student 18 

would go to the gym and life weights at the gym, and 19 

would presently probably exercise at the gym.  We are 20 

not asking them to do ? separating these isn?t asking 21 

them to do anything at all that would not be almost in 22 

the case of Georgetown in its own ? in the normal 23 

course the student would probably be happier, he?s 24 

closer to the bus, closer to his car, and closer to 25 
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the gym from his classes, if he does that exercising 1 

and that training in the tank there. 2 

  Most of those days it?s ice, there?s no ? 3 

he?s not going to be ? he or she are not going to be 4 

in the river anyway.  That?s the basic ? I don?t 5 

believe it. 6 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: Let me say this to 7 

you, Mr. Pollinger, and I?m not ? you said that there 8 

wouldn?t be a hearing, I would hope we wouldn?t end up 9 

with that, and you said they probably should have had 10 

a hearing, from what I see here on Boathouse Row, but 11 

then again, I don?t know. 12 

  Thank you. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Hannaham? 14 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I find all this 15 

very interesting, it?s certainly different from what 16 

we?ve been hearing before. 17 

  Mr. Brown, I was much appreciative of the 18 

fact that you cited the late Phil Ogelvie, a very dear 19 

friend of mine who passed away very recently.  I 20 

served with him on the Potomac River Basin Commission, 21 

too, also on the Chesapeake Bay ? Friends of the 22 

Chesapeake Bay. 23 

  But, you know, Phil would have had a 24 

larger view of all of this, you know, he would have, 25 
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it seems to me, as we did many times when we looked at 1 

the Basin, look at the whole Basin, and we looked at 2 

the interests there.  We didn?t ? you know, it seems 3 

so fragmented, your arguments here, for instance, 4 

about, well, why didn?t they ? why didn?t the Park 5 

Service do something else, you know, why didn?t they 6 

go to Thompson?s, I mean, all these other kinds of 7 

alternatives, and I?m sure a lot of these things were 8 

considered during the discussion over the past several 9 

years that these folks have been looking at this. 10 

  And, I?m sure that in the context of a 11 

larger basin, like, for instance, the Anacostia Basin 12 

is a framework that a lot of these activities have 13 

been placed, at least by the Office of Planning, which 14 

is the driver of that whole idea, I think a lot of 15 

these other things will be happening, but the 16 

mechanism has already been ? the framework is already 17 

there.  So, we are going to be seeing these kinds of 18 

parallel developments elsewhere, not just in the 19 

Georgetown waterfront, but also in the Anacostia, I 20 

think you mentioned that there was something in one of 21 

the schools on the Anacostia, somebody mentioned that. 22 

  So, you know, we can?t just sort of stop 23 

time and expect that everything is going to fall in 24 

place at one time. 25 
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  I was very interested in another statement 1 

that you made, you said we object to the private 2 

exclusive nature of the proposed boathouse and its 3 

party rooms, which will be available only to those who 4 

can afford to pay for it.  Do you have any basis to 5 

say that? 6 

  MR. BROWN: It?s my understanding that in 7 

their web site or an alumni web site or something, it 8 

was proposed or mentioned that, imagine, you know, 9 

watching your team from the top floor of the new 10 

proposed boathouse.  I don?t have firsthand knowledge 11 

of that. 12 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: But, it?s not to be 13 

like, you know, from the Riviera, some five star type 14 

terrace.  I mean, it?s nothing like that.  But you 15 

give the impression that maybe it?s an exclusive -- 16 

  MR. BROWN: For university use only, yes, 17 

that was the impression that I got. 18 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Well, it is 19 

primarily for the university, for the Crew, for the 20 

boating people, right?  So, there are other folks who 21 

will be using it as well. 22 

  MR. BROWN: Not to my understanding. 23 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Well, there?s a 24 

sort of a musical chairs thing that goes on here now, 25 
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what we?ve been hearing especially tonight, that there 1 

will be access for the high schools. 2 

  MR. BROWN: No, sir, I don?t think you 3 

heard that right, Mr. Hannaham.  I said the access 4 

you?ve been hearing about is around the property out 5 

to the water line and all, you know, that the public 6 

will not be restricted by fencing or by screening and 7 

all, that they will be able to get around the proposed 8 

property up to the water line, so that they can, you 9 

know, drop in a fishing line, or watch the water fowl 10 

or whatever, they won?t be, you know, prohibited from 11 

entering onto the property.  But, I don?t believe that 12 

there was any testimony that said that this facility 13 

was going to be open to other interests to come in and 14 

use it.  Maybe guests of the school from outside the 15 

area, but I don?t think that there?s any belief that 16 

it?s going to be open to Sidwell Friends, and Woodrow 17 

Wilson, and Alice Deal and these other schools. 18 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: No, no, I didn?t 19 

understand, I misspoke if I gave you that impression, 20 

I didn?t understand that, I understood that Thompson?s 21 

Boathouse would be relieved of some of the pressure, 22 

and then in turn it would be able to accommodate more 23 

high school shells. 24 

  MR. BROWN: I think it?s kind of difficult, 25 
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going back to your statement about Phil Ogelvie, you 1 

know, he wrote this wonderful book, he was with the 2 

Tourism Department and History Department of George 3 

Washington University, so, you know, were he to be 4 

here several years from now, when GW is proposing, you 5 

know, a boathouse, I don?t know what Phil?s position 6 

would have been on that.  I think, knowing Phil, his 7 

love for the Potomac and the watershed, I believe that 8 

given his druthers he probably would not like to see 9 

any further development north of or upstream from the 10 

Alexandria Aqueduct. 11 

  Now, yes, the Canoe Club is there and has 12 

been there since the C&O Canal became a park in, I 13 

believe it was, 1971, but, you know, I would think 14 

that someone like Phil, who championed, you know, the 15 

river, you know, all the way from the Fairfax Stone 16 

all the way down to, you know, the Chesapeake Bay, 17 

that if something were to happen that the tides would 18 

turn and the Canoe Club that currently is there lost 19 

its lease or fell into disrepair, he would want to see 20 

that restored to regular park-like conditions, and 21 

encourage the development of boathouses downstream, or 22 

inside, or south of the Key Bridge, you know, or in 23 

other locations like the Anacostia waterfront. 24 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: He would have taken 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 164

 a larger view. 1 

  MR. BROWN: Right. 2 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: He would have 3 

understood that this thing we are looking at is just a 4 

little piece -- 5 

  MR. BROWN: I believe so. 6 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM:  ? of a larger 7 

action, and he would have been for sort of promoting a 8 

sustainable improvement in whatever direction ?  9 

  MR. BROWN: I think so. 10 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM:  ? would be 11 

possible, to minimize the negative impacts on the 12 

environment in every respect. 13 

  But anyway, I do really appreciate your 14 

testimony and a different point of view.  Thank you 15 

very much. 16 

  MR. BROWN: Thank you. 17 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Thank you, Madam 18 

Chair. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 20 

  Ms. Sanchez, in response to some of the 21 

comments that we?ve had this evening, and most 22 

recently Ms. Gemmill?s comments, one of the things I 23 

think would be really helpful for the Commission, 24 

since we?ve heard a variety of things that suggest 25 
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certain environmental approvals have been obtained and 1 

those are really sort of, I think, loose constructions 2 

of the reality of the situation, if you could provide 3 

to the Commission a series of reviews that are still 4 

outstanding for, for instance, I believe there was 5 

some review, some Section 106 review, but not of this 6 

project, and we already have fleshed out that there 7 

was the environmental review by the Corps of 8 

Engineers, but not of the project of the land swap. 9 

  And so, if we could have an understanding 10 

of what reviews will be conducted by other 11 

authorities, and then what?s the scope of their 12 

review, because we do try and, you know, not be 13 

redundant with what another more appropriately would 14 

be handling, but we do want to make sure that it?s 15 

clear what the expectations are about further reviews 16 

down the line.  If there?s anything that?s outside the 17 

scope of what those reviews would include, we?d like 18 

to know what that would be.  So, if you could help us 19 

with that we?d appreciate it. 20 

  So, thank you all for coming tonight. 21 

  Charles Verharry, not here?  Geraldine 22 

Albers, Nicholas Carver, John Powers.  John Powers.  23 

Sally Strain, Dolores Milmo.  Dolores Milmo.  Blaise 24 

Rhodes. 25 
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  Ms. Albers, why don?t we start with you. 1 

  MS. ALBERS: My name is Gerry Albers.  2 

Because I?m a District apartment dweller, I especially 3 

appreciate open space parkland.  The proposed 4 

boathouse is the wrong structure in the wrong place.  5 

Although the W-O Zone maybe appropriate for parkland, 6 

a special exception for construction of a boathouse at 7 

this site is not in the public interest.  It will 8 

impair natural park views from the river, the Capital 9 

Crescent Trail, and the C&O Canal.  It proposes a 10 

safety hazard for other boaters and affect boating 11 

lanes, will threaten the structural integrity and 12 

historic setting of the Washington Canoe Club, an 13 

historic landmark. 14 

  The federal elements of the Comprehensive 15 

Plan states, and I quote, ?Preservation of the park?s 16 

historic resources should take precedence over the 17 

provision of recreational activities.?  To allow 18 

special exception requests for a boathouse, without 19 

on-site parking facilities, is a recipe for disaster. 20 

 To my knowledge, the applicant has not submitted or 21 

made available to the public the required detailed 22 

plans for the site referred to in the special 23 

exception review criteria or the special exception 24 

requirements which include a survey plan and site 25 
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plan. 1 

  There are no exceptional circumstances to 2 

warrant a variance for this project and to grant a 3 

reduced setback.  The size of the project should be 4 

reduced to retain the 20-foot setback to conform with 5 

the historical setting and to protect use from the 6 

nearby parklands.  The rowing tanks and space for 7 

events can be located on campus. 8 

  The dock size should conform in scale to 9 

nearby structures and should not impact these 10 

structures or use by river groups.  The project is too 11 

large. 12 

  The Park Service and several people 13 

tonight have made remarks regarding the fence at the 14 

Washington Canoe Club.  As a woman, I have felt safe 15 

for several years going to the boathouse because the 16 

fence limited access by intruders.  However, in recent 17 

years, after break-ins, theft, and close encounters 18 

with an intruder at the boathouse, safety is an 19 

important consideration in my use of the club.  I 20 

question the university?s promise to provide continued 21 

public access to the proposed site. 22 

  Because of the unique and special features 23 

of this parkland, the area should be zoned W-O with no 24 

special exceptions or variances allowed.  The project 25 
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should be moved downstream to protect parkland and to 1 

improve the undeveloped asphalt area of the water 2 

front. 3 

  Thank you very much. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms. Albers. 5 

  Mr. Carver. 6 

  MR. CARVER: Thank you, Madam Chair.  Thank 7 

you all. 8 

  My name is Nicholas Carver, I live at 3406 9 

N. 3rd Street, Arlington, Virginia, and I am a junior 10 

athlete at the Washington Canoe Club. 11 

  The Washington Canoe Club has sent 12 

athletes to almost every single Olympic Game since 13 

1924, when canoe/kayak was introduced as a 14 

demonstration sport at the Paris Games.  Today, the 15 

Washington Canoe Club has its eye set on the Beijing 16 

2008 Summer Olympic Games, and it is nurturing its 17 

athletes through an extensive coaching program 18 

comprised of one 25-time national medalist for a 19 

jogger and two Olympians, Michael and Alexander 20 

Harbold. 21 

  I, along with many other athletes, benefit 22 

from their coaching, and this year the Washington 23 

Canoe Club will compete in regattas in Georgia, the 24 

National Championships in California, and finally, the 25 
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American National Team Trials in Lake Placid, New 1 

York, where eight WCC athletes will compete for spots 2 

on the U.S. National Team to compete at the Junior 3 

World Championships in Kumatzu, Japan. 4 

  Now, as you can see, the Washington Canoe 5 

Club is full of activity, and one of those most 6 

important activities is racing.  Every year, WCC has 7 

numerous regattas on the Potomac River, and this year 8 

the WCC will bid to host the 2004 American Canoe/Kayak 9 

National Championships right here in Washington, D.C., 10 

on the Potomac. 11 

  However, the new 70-foot docks of the 12 

Georgetown University Boathouse will completely 13 

obstruct the entire race course that the WCC uses.  14 

Now also, the bustling activity from the GU Boathouse 15 

will hamper training operations and other recreational 16 

activities. The activity emanating from the GU docks 17 

will obstruct boat traffic as canoes and kayaks, both 18 

athletic and recreational alike, will be forced to 19 

paddle through the cross traffic of Crew boats, and 20 

the turbulent pandemonium of wakes from these boats is 21 

dangerous to recreational paddlers as well as being 22 

detrimental to the training of athletes who have their 23 

eyes set on the National Championships, the World 24 

Championships, the Olympics, and beyond. 25 
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  I am one of the eight WCC athletes that?s 1 

vying for a spot on the National Team this month, and 2 

many of my teammates and I share a common dream, and 3 

that?s to compete in the Olympic Games. 4 

  The GU Boathouse is a threat to our dream, 5 

therefore, I ask the D.C. Zoning Commission to protect 6 

the Olympic movement and the sport of canoe/kayak 7 

right here in the Washington area by halting the 8 

Georgetown project. 9 

  Now, I?d like to bring up a closing 10 

argument, that though Georgetown University has 11 

presented many persuasive arguments, such as their 12 

impressive list of many organizations that support 13 

them, FEMA, Advisory Neighborhood Commission, but they 14 

missed one, and that is the Zoning Commission of the 15 

District of Columbia.  This Commission has the power 16 

to protect the environment, protect the Olympic 17 

movement, and protect recreational paddling as it was 18 

meant to be enjoyed on the Potomac. 19 

  Thank you. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Carver. 21 

  Ms. Strain. 22 

  MS. STRAIN: Thank you, Madam Chair and 23 

Members of the Commission. 24 

  My name is Sally Strain, and I have been a 25 
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resident of the District of Columbia for 40 years.  My 1 

neighborhood, Palisades, borders on the Capital 2 

Crescent Trail, the Canal Toe Path, and the Potomac 3 

River near Chain Bridge, at the western end of the 4 

beautiful three-mile D.C. section of the C&O Canal 5 

National Historical Park. 6 

  I?m pleased to be here this evening to 7 

represent the views of the Defenders of Potomac River 8 

Parklands, whose point of view has been endorsed by 9 

the following groups, D.C. Chapter of the Sierra Club, 10 

Audubon Naturalist Society, American Canoe 11 

Association, C&O Canal Association, Coalition for the 12 

Capital Crescent Trail, Washington Canoe Club, League 13 

of Women Voters of the District of Columbia, the 14 

Association of the Oldest Inhabitants of the District 15 

of Columbia, Potomac Paddlers Touring Club, National 16 

Parks Conservation Association, and the American White 17 

Water Association.  The alliance was formed only two 18 

months ago, and is growing every day. 19 

  The Defenders are dedicated to the 20 

protection and preservation of public space, 21 

especially the undeveloped shoreline and Riparian Zone 22 

between Key Bridge and Chain Bridge. We believe that 23 

wild parkland belongs to everyone and should not be 24 

taken out of the public domain and diverted to private 25 
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development interests. 1 

  Because of these views, the Defenders are 2 

opposed to the construction of a boathouse at the 3 

gateway of the C&O Canal Park, and we urge you to 4 

reject the application that is before you for the 5 

following reasons.  The size of the structure is 6 

enormous and its inappropriate to the site.  The 7 

height, length, depth, width and bulk of the 8 

structure, in addition to the new access road, dock 9 

and proximity of the building to the CCT Toe Path, 10 

canal bank and river, would all have a negative 11 

environmental and visual impact on the recreational 12 

opportunities offered along the waterfront all year 13 

long for everyone, not just in the winter.   14 

  The risks and difficulties of building, 15 

servicing, maintaining, and using an enormous building 16 

on the site, a narrow section of flood plain over a 17 

corroding sewer line, are considerable. They include 18 

potential runoff into the river from rain or flooding 19 

of up to 25,000 cubic feet of fill required to 20 

establish a level grade during construction, as well 21 

as safety considerations and potential damage to a 22 

leaking canal bank. 23 

  Traffic and parking needs during and after 24 

construction are unknown and unpredictable, and no 25 
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traffic study has been done or reviewed by the public. 1 

  The public environmental and historic 2 

review process for the project was flawed. Although 3 

the concept of the boathouse was reviewed by various 4 

groups, the detailed architectural design in relation 5 

to its surroundings was not.  The EA done in ?95 for 6 

the land exchange did not include a review of the 7 

boathouse building plans.  Two of the communities 8 

bordering the D.C. section of the C&O Canal Park, 9 

including my own, did not participate in the review of 10 

the proposal. 11 

  The application excludes high school 12 

programs and other public boating activities, unlike 13 

Thompson?s Boat Center on the waterfront which has 14 

shared space with all boating communities. 15 

  A better location, with both environmental 16 

and practical advantages, is available downstream of 17 

Key Bridge on the graded land needing redevelopment. 18 

  Recommendations: the Defenders do not have 19 

all the answers, but we do have many questions about 20 

the proposal, as well as good ideas about how to 21 

improve the process and the end product.  We know this 22 

is a unique opportunity to help improve the City, the 23 

waterfront, the university, and the high school 24 

programs, and to serve the general public as well.  It 25 
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is not too late to reject this application. 1 

  Assembled in this room tonight is a group 2 

of very talented people, creative architects, 3 

distinguished university and recreational leaders, 4 

respected legal authorities, dedicated 5 

environmentalists, energetic high school rowers and 6 

parents, concerned citizens.  Instead of talking here 7 

about zoning regulations we should all be, as the 8 

gentleman said earlier, gathered by the river to 9 

exchange ideas about how to make our City and 10 

waterfront truly better for everyone.  This can be 11 

done by saving a park and building a boathouse, too. 12 

  Thank you very much. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms. Strain. 14 

  And, Mr. Rhodes. 15 

  MR. RHODES: Thank you, Madam Chair. 16 

  My name is Blaise Rhodes, I live at 3016 17 

Ferndale in Kensington, Maryland.  I?m a Past 18 

President of the Washington Canoe Club, I?m here as an 19 

individual. 20 

  Mr. Hood asked a question at the first 21 

Commission hearing on this.  I believe what you said 22 

was, you had all these endorsements from many, many 23 

groups, and suddenly you had all these letters and 24 

something wasn?t making sense to you.  I think I can 25 
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answer that question that you are asking why now. 1 

  I was President of the Canoe Club from 2 

1993 to 1997.  I met with Representatives from the 3 

National Park Service and Georgetown several times.  I 4 

believe it was three times, I?m not sure Georgetown 5 

was there on the onset, but they were definitely there 6 

at the end. 7 

  We, I did not oppose the building of the 8 

Georgetown Boathouse at that time.  I?ve paddled on 9 

this river for over 20 years.  My father was a member 10 

of the Potomac Boat Club from 1930 to 1933, and then 11 

he left and joined the Washington Canoe Club in 1933 12 

and has been a member since.  He?s told me stories of 13 

when there were 20 canoe clubs on the Potomac River 14 

when he was a young guy. 15 

  I?m not opposed to ? I?m very, very 16 

sympathetic to the plight of the high schoolers.  17 

Everything I?ve heard here tonight I sympathize and I 18 

wish that the high schools could have more space.  I 19 

don?t think this boathouse addresses that issue beyond 20 

25 racks at Thompson?s, but that?s beside the point. 21 

  My issue is trust.  Mr. Johnson stated 22 

that he hopes this boathouse will be here for 100 23 

years.  Our canoe club has been there 99.  We hope we 24 

are around for the next 100 years as well.   25 
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  In 1997, we, the Canoe Club, sent 1 

representatives to the Potomac Waterfront Commission 2 

meetings.  We donated money to the Potomac Waterfront 3 

Commission.  We were concerned at that point to some 4 

degree about the size and scale of the building.  We 5 

were assured that this building would not ?overwhelm 6 

us? in any way.  We were told this boathouse would be 7 

proportional to other boathouses on the Potomac River, 8 

not the Schuykill, not the Charles.  I don?t believe 9 

that this building is. 10 

  We asked at that time for the dimensions. 11 

 We were not given the dimensions to this building.  12 

We asked for representations.  We were given some 13 

representations, the one Mr. Hood told us that he 14 

thought that it made it look smaller, I had the 15 

opposite reaction, we thought that that original 16 

presentation made that boathouse look slightly larger 17 

than our?s. 18 

  The ultimate representations that were 19 

presented here were, in my belief, as a result of our 20 

 requests to see those.  They shocked us.  This 21 

building is seven times larger than our?s.  I?ve known 22 

a lot of boathouses, this doesn?t need to be this big. 23 

  Thank you. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Rhodes. 25 
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  Questions for the panel from the 1 

Commission?  Any questions? 2 

  Mr. Carver, I?d be interested if you would 3 

make, if you could, make a submission for us, because 4 

I assume you have some kind of drawings, so that 5 

everyone who competes with you knows where the race 6 

course is, if you could submit something to the 7 

Commission to illustrate where your race course is, 8 

and then how the dock will interfere with the race 9 

course.  Can you do that for us? 10 

  MR. CARVER: I can also explain it to you, 11 

you know, if you wish. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well -- 13 

  MR. CARVER: I don?t have -- 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  ? start into it, and 15 

then if I get too confused then maybe you could follow 16 

up with something else. 17 

  MR. CARVER: Our race course goes right in 18 

front of our boathouse on the District of Columbia 19 

side of the Potomac River. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 21 

  MR. CARVER: Their 70 foot boathouse goes 22 

out and obstructs our race course.  The thing is, we 23 

can?t just move our race course over into, you know, 24 

closer to the center of the river, we can?t do that. 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 178

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And, that is because? 1 

  MR. CARVER: Because there are the Three 2 

Sister Islands that would intersect the race course if 3 

we moved it over.  The race course would go right 4 

through the Three Sister Islands, and that, obviously, 5 

is not a possibility.  So, we cannot just move it 6 

over. 7 

  And, the other alternative is that we 8 

would move it to the other ? to the Virginia side of 9 

the river, but that?s the race course that the rowers 10 

use.  So, we really don?t have much of an option. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 12 

  And, when you are racing, do you ? what 13 

marks the race course? 14 

  MR. CARVER: There are buoy marks that we 15 

set up for races, and we race down ? we race, 16 

typically, 500 meter events, 1,000 meter events, and 17 

5,000 meter events, and we actually race those every 18 

month, and we also race 200 meter events. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And, the dock that?s 20 

proposed for the boathouse, it extends completely 21 

across your race course, or -- 22 

  MR. CARVER: It obstructs, I believe, from 23 

about ? it would be the equivalent of about two or 24 

three lanes. 25 
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  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And, how wide is the 1 

race course normally.  How many lanes across is it? 2 

  MR. CARVER: We don?t exactly have ? we 3 

don?t have individual lanes set up, we have a boundary 4 

on the far side of our race course.  One line of buoys 5 

stretches down towards the end, and you just ? what I 6 

mean by lanes, the path that boats take up, that each 7 

boat takes up in a race. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 9 

  Can you help me with this? 10 

  MR. RHODES: I would like to help a little 11 

bit. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 13 

  MR. RHODES: For a national regatta, there 14 

are minimum width requirements, there?s a nine boat 15 

lane minimum for a race course.  If you submit for a 16 

national regatta, you have to be able to provide a set 17 

group of things, including, I believe it is, five 18 

meters per lane, and nine lanes.   19 

  It does not completely ? this dock would 20 

not completely obstruct our race course, but it would 21 

push it out where we couldn?t get nine lanes in. 22 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 23 

  MR. CARVER: Because it would intercept 24 

with Three Sisters. 25 
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  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 1 

  Please. 2 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I was curious, is 3 

it possible for you to move down to another area, 4 

further downstream? 5 

  MR. RHODES: Downstream is usually far 6 

rougher than north of the Key Bridge. 7 

  The sports now called sprint/canoe and 8 

kayak, but for the first 50 or 60 years that it was 9 

growing in the United States it was called flat water 10 

canoe and kayak.  The boats we use are extremely 11 

tippy.  The canoes are open, in waves that are typical 12 

south of the Key Bridge it?s really not suitable for 13 

racing. 14 

  We actually did hold a national 15 

championships on the Potomac near Haines Point in 16 

1972, I believe, but it was a bit of a disaster, lots 17 

of boats sank, and the national organization pledged 18 

never to return to that section of the Potomac. 19 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Thank you. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Let me ask a logistics 21 

question. 22 

  Go ahead. 23 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Are you familiar with 24 

this photograph that was presented, Mr. Carver, at the 25 
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last hearing? 1 

  MR. CARVER: Only after that. 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. 3 

  This seems to indicate that there?s a 50 4 

meter by 1,000 meter paddlers course that steers clear 5 

of the Three Sisters and of the Georgetown Boathouse 6 

site, including their docks, by a very small scale. 7 

Are you familiar with this, and have you been able to 8 

consider whether it would actually work? 9 

  MR. CARVER: I?ve only seen that once, but 10 

I will tell you one thing, is that boats cannot ? you 11 

know, when a canoe is in a race, you know, with the 70 12 

foot docks, boats will not go directly next, adjacent 13 

to the docks as they go by in the race.  They will 14 

give the docks some room, of course, because there 15 

will be boat traffic coming off of these docks. And, 16 

that also crosscuts the race course, and because of 17 

the boats that go into the water off the dock it makes 18 

an even smaller race course between the Georgetown 19 

docks and the Three Sisters Islands, which is clearly 20 

not an effective race course at all. 21 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: As it is right now, your 22 

course goes between the Three Sisters and the -- 23 

  MR. CARVER: D.C. side. 24 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  ? and the D.C. Side. 25 
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  MR. CARVER: Yes. 1 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: That actually looks like 2 

a much smaller squeeze than going close to their dock 3 

here, at least the way they?ve laid it out. 4 

  I would be very curious, I mean, if we can 5 

get this into your hands and you can react to this 6 

more specifically, because somebody obviously gave it 7 

some thought on how it would work out, because if what 8 

you are telling us is that this doesn?t work then we 9 

need more than just your saying so here now.  I think 10 

it would help us if you had a ? if you could do your 11 

own little diagram and explain why. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes, either if you 13 

want to submit something or Doctor Schuete, in your 14 

case, you can present that.  That would be helpful to 15 

us. 16 

  The logistics question I wanted to ask 17 

relates to when there?s racing going on on the 18 

Potomac, whether it?s paddlers racing, or rowers 19 

racing, what does everybody do?  Is it sort of like 20 

that takes precedence over everything else that?s 21 

going on, or you just work around it? 22 

  MR. CARVER: Rowers usually race on ? I?m 23 

not sure if this answers your question, but the rowers 24 

usually race on the Virginia side of the Potomac, and 25 
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the canoers and kayakers usually race on the District 1 

of Columbia side of the Potomac.  That?s how it 2 

usually works out.  Does that answer your question? 3 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: So what you are saying 4 

is, at least as it is configured now, they are over ? 5 

you are not getting in each others way right now 6 

during racing because you are not crossing each others 7 

paths, is that correct? 8 

  MR. CARVER: Yes, because the Potomac Boat 9 

Club, the closest boat club to us, is down river of 10 

us, and that?s on the far ? that?s beyond the finish 11 

line of our course, which is right in front of our 12 

Canoe Club.  And so, that?s beyond ? we have no 13 

problem with the Potomac Boat Club, because they 14 

usually just steer clear of our race course while we 15 

are racing. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 17 

  MR. CARVER: Usually. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, any other 19 

questions?  Mr. Hood? 20 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: Yes, Madam Chair.  I 21 

wanted to ask Mr. Rhodes, you opened up your testimony 22 

by saying that part of the problem was trust.  Would 23 

it be a fair assumption for me to say that, you are 24 

not in disagreement with the boathouse, it?s just that 25 
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you don?t trust them?  You think that later on down 1 

the line something else will occur and they?ll take 2 

over, is that right? 3 

  MR. RHODES: We ? I approved of the concept 4 

of the boathouse, more boathouses on the Potomac 5 

River.  I?ve never had a problem with the additional 6 

parks or the idea of more boathouses. 7 

  We ? this process, as has been stated many 8 

times here, was started almost 20 years ago, 9 

thereabouts.  I find it rather peculiar that it wasn?t 10 

until December of 2002 that we were provided with the 11 

dimensions to this boathouse.  This was deliberately 12 

hidden from us, for a very long period of time. 13 

  Mr. Johnson has testified that there are 14 

things that we?re going to have to learn to share and 15 

learn to agree and things like that, you know, I 100 16 

percent agree that that would have to happen, but now 17 

I?m dealing with some people that have deliberately 18 

concealed the material facts from me for a long period 19 

of time.  That bothers me. 20 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: You cited a quotation 21 

in the Comprehensive Plan, and there?s also another 22 

one, you know, that?s one thing about the Comp Plan, 23 

everything you bring up to support your argument 24 

there?s something else in that document that actually 25 
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goes against your argument, and it also mentions in 1 

here, it says, ?Potomac and Anacostia Rivers should be 2 

managed in a manner that will encourage the enjoyment 3 

and recreational use of water resources while 4 

protecting scenic environs of the waterways.?  My 5 

comment to you is, it also mentions in the 6 

Comprehensive Plan, ?... encourage the enjoyment and 7 

recreational use.?  So, it is there. 8 

  MS. ALBERS: My point was that it says, 9 

where is it, protecting the recreational use does not 10 

have priority, it says specifically, you know, the 11 

park?s historic resources, historic resources, we are 12 

talking about the C&O Canal and the Washington Canoe 13 

Club is a national historic landmark designated, 14 

should take precedence over the provision of 15 

recreational activities, and that has been forgotten 16 

in all the documents that I?ve seen supporting the 17 

boathouse.  So, I wanted to bring that to your 18 

attention. 19 

  VICE CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, all right. 20 

  Thank you. 21 

  Thank you, Madam Chair. 22 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 23 

  Any other questions from the Commission? 24 

  Mr. O?Donnell? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON: Tony Johnson.  I just had a 1 

question about the race course for either of you.  The 2 

buoys that are in front of the Washington Canoe Club 3 

now, are they the normal finish line of the race 4 

course? 5 

  MR. RHODES: Yes. 6 

  MR. JOHNSON: Thank you. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Doctor Schuete, any 8 

questions? 9 

  DOCTOR SCHUETE: No. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Mopsig? 11 

  MR. MOPSIG: No. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Brooks? 13 

  MR. BROOKS: No. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, thank you all 15 

very much. 16 

  Now we are about quarter of 11:00, and we 17 

will now pick a date to continue the hearing. 18 

  (Whereupon, at 10:48 a.m., a recess until 19 

10:50 a.m.) 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I need to know from 21 

the applicant and the parties, Monday the 23rd of June. 22 

  (Whereupon, participants discussion off 23 

mike.) 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: How about the 19th of 25 
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June?  That?s a Thursday.  Does that work for you, Mr. 1 

Mopsig?  That?s a Thursday.  How about the 19th?  Mr. 2 

Brooks?  Mr. Schuete?  Okay. 3 

  The reason we are hesitating about the 18th 4 

or the 19th is because we are going to be short a 5 

person, we are already short Mr. Parsons, so, you 6 

know, it puts a quorum in delicate territory. 7 

  Okay, what about July 7th, Monday, July 7th. 8 

 No, no, you don?t like that one. 9 

  Okay, we?re going to take two minutes and 10 

we?re just going to make sure everybody ? because 11 

we?ll do the 19th, I mean, I need my three 12 

Commissioners here to be committed to making the 13 

quorum.  So, just give us two minutes, and I mean if 14 

the rest of you ? if anybody wants to leave we are 15 

just going to sort out this date, so just bear with us 16 

a minute. 17 

  (Whereupon, at 10:53 a.m., a recess until 18 

10:55 a.m.) 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: The hearing will be 20 

continued on Thursday, June 19, 2003, and there will 21 

be three Commissioners present.  So, make sure they 22 

all stay healthy, and we?ll see you then.  It?s going 23 

to be 6:30 in this room, and we will finish that 24 

night. 25 
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  Thank you. 1 

  (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter was 2 

concluded at 10:56 a.m.) 3 
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