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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
6:34 p.m

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Good evening. W?re
going to begin tonight with a very brief special
public nmeeting. This should only take less than three
m nutes, and then we?l| nove into the public hearing.

This is a special public neeting of the
Zoning Commssion of the District of Colunbia for
Thur sday, June 5, 2003. My nane is Carol Mtten, and
joining nme for the special public neeting are Vice
Chai rman Ant hony Hood and Conm ssi oner Janmes Hannaham

The purpose of this public neeting is to
post pone two Zoni ng Conmm ssion hearings. The first is
Case No. 03-06, which is the hearing for the Southeast
Federal Center. It will be postponed from June 19,
2003, to Septenber 4, 2003. And, the second case is
Case No. 03- 05, which is the Departnent of
Transportati on Headquarters Planned Unit Devel oprent.
That will be postponed fromJuly 17" to Septenber 18,
2003, both dates 6:30 in this room

And now, we are adjourning the special
public nmeeting and convening tonight?s public hearing
of the Zoning Comm ssion of the District of Colunbia,
for Thursday again, June 5, 2003, and again, ny nane

is Carol Mtten, and joining ne for the hearing this
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eveni ng are Vi ce Chai r man Ant hony Hood and
Conmi ssi oners Peter May and Janes Hannaham

As you all know, the subject of this
eveni ng?s hearing is Zoning Conmm ssion Case No. 02-30,
and this is a continuation of the case that involves
the map anendnment for Tract 102-114, that?s a request
to map that parcel WO and we are al so sinultaneously
hearing the special exception case for the Georgetown
Uni versity Boat house.

A couple of brief housekeeping things.
There is a sign-up sheet at the door, and anyone who
would like to testify this evening, but did not sign
up on My 19", should sign the sign-up sheet.
Everyone else we?ll just pick up from the sign-in
sheet that was used before. And anyone who would |ike
to testify this evening that was not sworn in at the
May 19" hearing, please rise now to take the oath.,
anyone who would like to testify that was not sworn in
previously.

Pl ease rai se your right hand.

(Wher eupon, w tnesses were sworn in.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you.

And, | would just rem nd everyone that you
need to fill out two witness cards, and when you cone

forward to testify give the cards to the reporter over
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And, | would just like to rem nd everyone
that we will not tolerate any disruptive noises. | f
you don?t agree with the testinony that?s being given
at any particular point I would ask you to hold your
conments until you testify. And then we?l| take the
vi deot ape at the end.

All right. Does anyone have any
prelimnary matters that they?d like to bring to our
attention. Al right.

Then, where we left off last was the
report by the Ofice of Planning, and, M. Lawson,
wel cone.

MR LAWBON: Thank you, Madam Chair and
Menbers of the Conmi ssion.

M/ nane is Joel Lawson, and I?m a
Devel opnment Review Specialist with the DDC. Ofice of
Pl anni ng.

The subject site is located on the Potonac
river front, directly to the west of the historica
Washi ngton Canoe d ub. To the north are Capita
Crescent Trail, the C&  Canal, the Potonmac Heritage
Trail, Canal Road and Georgetown University. The |and
is currently unzoned federal |and adm nistered by the

Nati onal Park Service, and is proposed to be exchanged
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with GCeorgetown University for another tract of
waterfront |and | ocated further upstream

The upstream land is zoned CM1, and
CGeorgetown University has an agreenent to permt
access to that site in perpetuity on Capital Crescent
Trail. Both pieces of land are currently undevel oped,
although the subject site was disturbed by the
construction of a large underground sewer |ine sone
years ago.

Ceorgetown University and the National
Park Service have requested initial zoning for the
subj ect property. The issue before the Zoning
Comm ssion, therefore, is which zone is appropriate to
this site, WO W1 or sone other zone.

Part two of the Conmi ssion consideration
relates to the specific special exception and variance
request related to the boathouse structure proposed
for the site.

The Applicant originally requested W1 for
the site, the best available zone at the tine, as well
as text changes to the W1 Zone to further expedite
t he application.

The Ofice of Planning recommended the
then proposed WO waterfront, open space recreation

zone as being preferable from a land use decision-
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maki ng perspective, as it provides for |low density ?
low intensity and |ow density open space in naritine
wat erfront uses such as a boat house.

WO also provides for Zoning Conm ssion
review, special exception or variance requests and
est abl i shes special subm ssion requirements and review
criteria for various forns of use, applications such
as a boat house.

The Zoning Commssion has now taken
proposed action on the WO Zone and OP continues to
recoomend it as the appropriate designation. The WO
Zone is considered to be nore consistent with the
conprehensive land use nmap designation, par ks,
recreation and open space, which exists on this site,
in that the WO Zone permts only those forns of uses,
whereas W1 permts nore intensive form of mxed use
devel opnent.

Should, for sone reason, the boathouse
proposed for the site not be constructed, the WO Zone
woul d best ensure that any future wuse would be
appropriate to the site and consistent wth this
classification.

The WO zoning is also considered by the
Ofice of Planning to be consistent wth conprehensive

plan |land use, environnental, recreational and Ward 2

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9

objectives that pronbote greater wuse, animtion and
awar eness of the waterfront.

The Applicant has requested zoning on the
subject site in order to facilitate the construction
of a new boathouse for the Georgetown University
rowi ng program which currently operates out of the
Thonpson Boat house Facility.

The Commssion is also being asked to
review speci al exception and variance requests
pertaining to this use in the proposed boathouse
desi gn. The O fice of Planning report dated My 9,
2003 analyzes the proposal against WO requirenments
and criteria.

The first speci al exception request
relates to use as a boathouse, as permtted within
this zone only by special exception. OP feels that
the site is an appropriate one for a boathouse and
that it satisfies the pertinent WO criteria, given
its adjacency to other existing non-notorized
boat house facilities, its proximty to the principa
user, Georgetown University students and faculty, and
its location within the CGeorgetown Waterfront Pl anned
Boat house Zone.

Assum ng that WO zoning is established on

this site, OP recomends approval of the special
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exception for Dboathouse use. As designed the
boat house structure confornms to other WO regul ati ons,
ot her than parking and waterfront setback. A new ten-
foot wde service road adjacent to the Capita
Crescent Trail would provide energency vehicle and
delivery access to the site, there would be no on-site
par ki ng.

The WO Zone provides for Conm ssion
approval of a reduction or elimnation of parking
requirenents for a boathouse, upon denonstration that
par ki ng woul d have a detrinmental inpact on surrounding
park land, that the type or l|ocation of the principa
use would result in dimnished demand for parking from
what woul d otherwi se be expected, and that reasonable
alternative parking or parking solutions exist. oP
feels that the application neets this test and
recommends approval of this parking special exception.

The WO Zone requires a waterfront setback
of 100 feet, but provides for special exception
approval of a boathouse to within 20 feet of the
wat er front. In this case, the boathouse would be
closer than 20 feet to the high water nark, so a
variance would be required. Oiginally, waterfront
setback was not requested, but the Applicant had

requested W1 zoning which does not have a waterfront
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set back requirenent, and the WO Zone regul ati ons had
not yet been established.

The Applicant?s March 13, 2003 subm ssion
describes the variance request to permt a 15-foot
setback from the high water nmark. Subsequent to the
convening of the public hearing on May 19, 2003, OCP
was informed by the Applicant that the 15-foot
waterfront setback was neasured to the enclosed
portion of the building at main floor |evel, rather
than to the upper story covered porch overhang. The
requested setback is, therefore, seven feet, not 15
feet, as noted in the Applicant?s earlier subm ssion.

This is not the result of anmendnents to
the drawi ngs, nor does this change the form of relief
request ed. The east and west wings of the building
provi de setbacks in excess of 40 feet.

A waterfront setback of at |east 20 feet,
even for uses that require direct access to the water,
is preferable. It provide a mniml setback fromthe
water?s edge and helps to ensure sone |level of
pedestrian access across the site into the water?s
edge in front of the structure. In this case, OP
feels that the proposal generally neets the variance
hardship test, due to the narrowness of the site, the

presence of the Capital Crescent Trail to the north,
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and the fact that the building provides a setback of
greater than 40 feet for nost of its length where
public access to the river would be provided.

oP woul d support, however, desi gn
anendnents that would increase the setback provided
necessary row ng-related functions within the building
are not conprom sed and inpacts on the trail are not
i ncr eased.

Al t hough t he vari ance and speci a
exceptions requested result in significantly greater
building bulk, OP would also support efforts by the
Applicant to amend the design to reduce the bul k of
the building, provided that there are no significant
i mpact s on programmati c ef fecti veness or t he
attractiveness of the buil ding.

OP has suggested to the Applicant the
reducing or deleting the upper | evel bal cony
cantilever facing the water would | essen the depth of
t he upper story. This would increase the setback of
the building from the waterfront, visually reduce
depth of the side elevation, particularly the bal cony
roof, and permt slightly increased view angles across
the property to the river. This may require slightly
reducing sone of the internal space volunes of the

exercise room the club room and the office, which
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would seem to be less critical for a rowng club
function. However, OP recognizes that the design
shoul d continue to incorporate upper story detailing,
possi bly through the setback rather than cantil evering
of the upper story from the lower level, to provide
necessary architectural relief to the el evation

Alternative ways to reduce the inpact of
the building could include increasing the setback of
the east and west wings of the building from Capita
Crescent Trail to provide additional space between the
trail and the building for |andscape, and to nore
clearly differentiate the +three sections of the
buil ding, which conbined with the |andscaping would
break up the scale of the north elevation to a greater
degree, or possibly lowering the height of the min
m ddl e section roof. Al though the building fully
conforns to zoning height regulations, the roof peak
rises 14 feet above the upper level ceiling where the
40-foot height is measured to, to provide inaccessible
attic space for nechanical equipnent. Lowering this
roof may sonmewhat |essen the potential inpact of the
bui | ding when seen from the side, as trail users and
Washi ngton Canoe O ub nenbers would see it, and may
address sone concerns related to views.

Such changes woul d be supportable only if
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they do result in an inability of the designers to
neet the basic required programm ng for the building
as a fully functional university rowing club
boat house, or if they result in dimnishnent of the
character of the building, including the overall form
and general high quality naterials.

OP is not normally keen to provide such
detailed design-related advice, particularly, given
the high quality of the proposal and the enthusiastic
approvals of the dd Ceorgetown Board and the
Commi ssion of Fine Arts. In this case, OP nakes these
suggestions for the consideration of the Applicant as
a way to further refine the fit of the building to the
site.

In summary, boathouses are considered a
desirable use on the changing and inproving Anacostia
and Potomac River waterfronts, as they can foster a
greater use and enjoynent of the rivers, serve to
animate the water for both active and passive
recreation users, and provide for greater awareness
and stewardshi p of the waterways.

The Anacostia River is envisioned in the
Near Southeast and Anacostia Waterfront Initiative
plans as the location for nost future boathouses as

part of the boathouse row. The proposed site is
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consi dered appropriate for this particular boathouse
however, as it would be associated with Georgetown
University, which is directly located to the north of
the site, it is wthin the Georgetown Wterfront
Pl anned Boat house Zone, and relates to other boating
uses in the area.

Public access to the water?s edge woul d be
provided, and this would be a benefit to recreationa
Capital COrescent Trail users, as access to the water?s
edge along the trail is currently very limted.

Wi | e devel opnment within existing parkl and
should be mnimzed and nornmally | ocated el sewhere, in
this case OP feels that the proposed location is both
logical and preferable to sites renote from the
university, including the site currently owned by the
university further wupstream Careful siting design,
construction, review and consultation can mnimze
negative inpacts and result in long-term benefits to
t he broader conmunity.

Further discussion between the Applicant
and concerned groups and individuals is encouraged to
find solutions that mnimze potential conflicts,
particularly, during the construction period.

OP recommends approval of WO zoning for

the site, as well as approval of the requested specia
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exceptions and vari ances.

This concludes ny testinmony, and OP is
avai | abl e for questions.

Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Lawson.

Any questions from the Comm ssion? Any
guestions? M. Hood?

VI CE CHAI RVAN HOOD: Madam Chair, 12d just
like to ask M. Lawson, we had a question last tine
posed did we know what the setback was of Thonpson?s
Boat house. | don?t know if we found that out,
actually, it was asked of the Applicant, maybe this
isn?t an appropriate tine. | was trying to see if |
can get that information earlier, | know there was
sone stuff submtted to us a few mnutes ago but |
haven?t had a chance to fully |l ook through it.

MR LAWSON. Excuse ne while | pull that
information out nyself. Information pertaining to
Thonpson?s Boat house was submitted by the Applicant.
The information |I have before ne shows the heights of
Thonpson Boat house, it does not show set backs.

VI CE CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay.

Thank you, that?s okay, we?l|l maybe find
that out |ater. Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Lawson, you nade a
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nunber of design suggestions to the Applicant tonight,
and |?m wondering if you?ve explored those with the
Appl i cant previously.

MR LAWSON: l?2ve only very  briefly
explored those with the Applicant. | first raised
themwith the Applicant, | believe yesterday, possibly
the day before, but | think yesterday, so certainly
the Applicant has probably not had a lot of tinme to
| ook into whether any of these changes would be even
possi ble froma design or a progranmmatic standpoint.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Does the O fice of
Pl anni ng have an opinion about ? because | believe
there?s going to be testinony, based on what we heard
last time, that there?s a difference of opinion about
what ?s necessary to the functioning of the boathouse,
and | know what the university?s position is, is that
they want all the uses that they programred in, but
does the Ofice of Planning have a position on whether
or not such things as the rowi ng tank and the exercise
roomare critical to the functioning of the facility?

MR LAWSON: It?s our understanding that
those uses are a normal part of a large rowng
facility such as this one. It?s also our opinion that
all of those uses conformto permtted accessory uses

within the WO Zone.
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CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay, and | just want

to press a little harder on the point, which is, we
have a couple of things, one is we have a variance
request, and there?s a high standard for a variance.
And so, that is an issue. Another issue is, we have
had cases sinmlar to this where a site has been |ong
and shallow, and an Applicant has wanted to shoehorn a
building onto it. And, as we explored the
possibilities it turns out that there is flexibility
in the design.

And, | guess | would just want to
encourage you and encourage the Applicant to take a
good hard |l ook at what they really need, because, you
know, we?re really kind of pushing, we are pushing on
the trail, we are pushing on the river front. So, |
don?t know if you have anything else you want to say
about that right now, but 12d Iike you to continue to
wor k on that.

kay. The other thing is, we just got the
suppl enental report tonight, and | noticed that ? I
tried to scan the Departnent of Transportation report,
is there soneone here from the Departnment of
Transportation, DDOT? No. And, they didn?t seem to
really address what was a concern of mne, which is,

if we are going to have ? if the setup that the
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university is going to use to shuttle people to the
facility is going to be buses, and the buses have to
turn around, and if there?s parking on both sides of
Water Street, or K Street, or whatever the street is
call ed down there, there?s really no place for the bus
to turn around. So, | still 2 1 don?t know, did you
di scuss that with them specifically?

MR LAWBON. No, | did not, not that
speci fic question, no.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Because | just can see
that it?s not going to be a snooth operation,
particularly, if the shuttle buses are com ng every 15
mnutes, and if there?s already a lot of parking
occupi ed down there under the bridge.

Does anyone else have questions for the
O fice of Planning?

M. MNay?

COW SSI ONER MAY: | just have one quick
guestion regarding the setback, and that was that the
20-foot setback, as it?s envisioned in the new WO
Zone, is intended explicitly for what purpose? And,
how does this condition neet or not neet the purpose,
because it is kind of unusual that you have a
cantil ever that projects that nmuch further into it.

MR LAWSON: Yes, it?s actually a 100-f oot

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

setback that?s envisioned in the WO Zone. The zone
does envision, or does provide, would provide, for a
speci al exception approval for something down to 20
feet.

The setback, whether it?s 20 feet or 100
feet, is intended to provide an adequate space between
the structure and the edge of the river, to try to
mnimze inpacts on the river bank when the structure
is being located close to the river, and to encourage
public accessibility to the waterfront.

In this case, OP feels that the site is
particularly narrow In addition, a good portion of
the building does provide 40 feet as opposed to the
seven feet which is being requested. And, in fact,
the footprint, as it touches the ground around this
bui Il ding, would be 15 feet. I[t?s just the overhang,
t he bal cony over hang whi ch encroaches to seven feet.

Public accessibility is being provided
around the sides of the building, and OP also notes
that directly in front of the boathouse is the boat
l aunching area, which is a disturbed area. So,
pushing the building back five feet would sinply
extend the boat dock further, five feet further onto
t he property.

The WO Zone also, by the way, does
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provide for boathouses to not provide public access
directly in front of their boathouses, directly in
front of the facility. There were sone concerns
raised at the tinme of the WO consideration that there
are security and safety issues involved in having
public accessibility all the way around a boat house.

In this case, the Applicant actually is
providing public accessibility around the boathouse,
so OP considers that a benefit.

COW SSI ONER MAY: | guess | want to just
follow this a little bit further. | mean, it seens
that this circunstance, while in this particular
circunstance it may be driven by the narrowness of the
site, it seenms that there is sone inherent conflict
bet ween the boat house use and setback provisions. I
nean, is the 20 feet intended to be sort of a
conprom se between that inherent conflict where you
want to get the boathouse as close to the water as
possi bl e?

MR LAWSBON. That?s actually a very good
way to put it. There certainly were calls during the
WO consideration for no setback requirement at all
from owners, from people who were interested in
boat houses, who are involved in boathouses. So, that?s

true, it is a conprom se.
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COW SSI ONER MAY: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:.  Any ot her Conmm ssion
guestions? M. Hannahan?

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM |1 ?2m just | ooki ng
over sone of the material that was attached to the OP
report. | was looking at the one from Jim Collier
from the Bureau of Environnmental Quality of the
Department of Health, and he seens to have a different
view of this projects being in consonance with the
conprehensive plan for Ward 2. In fact, he feels as
though this is a potential that could have negative
effects on wetlands and the upland terrestrial habitat
and aquatic habitat, and | think he suggested that
there be an EIS at least 60 days prior to the
i npl enent ati on of a proposed major action.

So, is there a conflict between your
position with respect to this, OP?s position, and the
Department of Heal th?

MR LAWEON: I don?t 2 | don?t 2
personally, | don?t believe so. | did try to discuss
this with M. Collier and was not able to do so. I
woul d note that the project, the |land exchange did go
t hrough sone form of environmental review, where they
eval uated the wetland situation on this site, and that

the project will go through additional environnental
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review at the building permt stage.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Just to follow up on
M. Hannahan?s question, so M. Collier wll be
involved in that subsequent environnental review, is
that correct?

MR LAWEON: Absol utely.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Ckay, thank you.

Does the Applicant have any cross
exam nation for the Ofice of Planning?

Is M. Starrels here tonight, M. Starrels
for the ANC? 1Is anyone here for the ANC? Ckay.

Doctor Schuete, any cross exam nation of
the O fice of Planning?

M. Mpsig? Just when you begin if you
could just state your nane for the record so the
recorder can get it.

MR MOPSIG Ckay, Fred Mpsig of the C&O
Canal Associ ation. Did you do any consideration of
any potential inpacts on the C& Canal Park, fromthe
st andpoi nt of the park?

MR LAWSON: I ?2m sorry, [?m not sure |
under stand the questi on.

MR MOPSIG Okay.

Did you consider any inpacts on the C&0O
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Canal National H storical Park and its toe path from
thi s buil di ng?

MR LAWSON. |If 1 wunderstand the question
correctly, OP always considers the potential inpacts
on adjacent properties, whether they are a historic
park, a national park, or another devel opnent.

MR. MOPSI G Because | didn?t hear anything
stated, that?s why | asked.

MR LAWEON: Ch, okay, I?msorry.

MR MOPSIG | have one nore question.

D d you check on what is registered in the
National Registry of H storical Places, wth respect
to the park?

MR LAWBON:. No, | did not, although I
understand that wll be reviewed at the building
permt stage.

MR MOPSIG Wuld it be possible to supply
all the 2 | forget what the 2 all the registry itens
for that section of the canal? | understand the
entire canal, the toe path, and a ot nore, are in the
registry. Wuld it be possible for you to supply it
to us?

MR LAWBON: |I?m sorry, |2?m getting crib
notes from ot hers here.

MR MOPSIG That?s all right.
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MR LAWBON: Wo know nore about the

hi storic aspect than | do.

M/ understanding again is that information
is all available, and it can be obtained from our
H storic Preservation Ofice.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Are you aski ng
specifically for the nomnation form for the National
Regi ster?

MR MOPSIG The nom nation forns, that?s
correct. How do | go about getting those, for
i nst ance?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Vel |, | would defer to
the National Park Service, that | know knows nore
about it than we do, but | believe that this was not
done in the typical fashion where, when we designate
| andmar ks now you prepare a nomnation to the National
Register, it outlines what are the inportant historic
f eat ures.

MR MOPSI G Correct.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. And, this, | believe,
was desi gnated by congressional action or by --

MR MOPSIG | believe the entire park is
under the registry, and not with nomnation forns, and
I understand, well, several thousand pages and

multiple volumes, that?s why |2?m asking. And, ny
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question is, has it been checked to see what?s been
regi stered?

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN. Have we checked the
National Register for that information?

MR MOPSIG Correct.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: No, we have not. I'n
the Section 106 review process, the State H storic
Preservation Oficer has that responsibility and wll
do that when the 106 process is initiated, but that
wasn?t ? the issues that they deal with are not the
sane issues that we deal with with regard to zoni ng.

MR MOPSI G (kay, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Brooks, did you
have any questions?

MR BROCKS: Just one quick one.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: And, just as | said
with M. Mpsig, if you could just identify yourself
when you sit down.

MR BROCKS: Yes, |?m Ernie Brooks, the
Chair of the Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail.

You had nentioned that the height of the
proposed boat house conforns to the 40 foot height, and
| guess that is taken to be the ceiling height and not
the roof line, is that correct?

MR LAWSON. That?s correct, that?s as per
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zoni ng regul ation.

MR BROOKS: But, what do you do in the
case where you have a vaulted ceiling, where there nmay
be a ceiling height for sone limted span, but for a
good portion of a structure the ceiling height really
goes up to the roof line, essentially, or to the
joists underneath the roof line, because as |
understand it the center part of this structure has
such a feature, so that, in fact, in particular, in
t he exercise roomyou woul d not have ? your view would
not stop at the 40 foot point, but would go up to

al nost the 54 foot point.

MR LAWSON. | think that?s a very good
guestion, it?s actually one that | posed to the
applicants just today, because | was concerned about
how height is neasured as well. They have infornmed ne

that there is actually a ceiling across the entire
exercise room and that the area above it s,
essentially, dead attic space for mechani ca
equi prrent .

MR BROCKS: Ckay.

MR  LAWSON: So, it?s not a vaulted
cei ling.

MR. BROCKS: In the architectural draw ngs

it gives every indication that it 1is a vaulted
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cei ling.

MR LAWSON. | agree that the architectural
drawi ngs were not clear, which is why | asked the
architects to clarify that for ne as well.

CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN: Vel | get an
addi tional submission on that, that clarifies it, so
that it?s clear in the record.

MR, BROCKS: kay.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you for pointing
t hat out.

Doctor Schuete, would you |I|ike another
chance?

DOCTOR SCHUETE: | apol ogi ze.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Just state your nane.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: My nane is Schuete.

M. Lawson, when you were worried about
the wvariance and the setback did you take into
consi deration the view from Washi ngton Canoe O ub and
the setback of Washington Canoe Cub in consideration
of this proposed setback? You obviously are concerned
about the setback, as we are, did you take into
consi deration the setback of WC?

MR LAWBON: Certainly the setbacks of
adj acent properties, again, are always part of the

consi derati on when we review a variance request, yes.
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DOCTOR SCHUETE: | can tell you that WCC is

35 feet, and --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: And, you are going to
ask a question now, right?

DOCTOR SCHUETE: ? yes, but | just wanted
to nmake sure that it was taken into account.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Al right, thank you, and I2d like to
thank M. Lawson and the folks at the Ofice of
Planning for getting us these other witten
subm ssions from the Departnent of Housing and
Community  Devel opnent, Depart nent of Parks and
Recreation, MD, WASA Fire and Enmergency Medical
Services Departnent, the Departnent of Health, Bureau
of Environnental Quality, which M. Hannaham poi nted
out earlier, and then the DDOI report. And, as |
said, I?2d like you to just pursue that bus turnaround
i ssue further with DDOT, if you woul d.

Is there anyone here representing any of

the D.C. governnent agencies that | nentioned, or any
that | didn?t nention who would like to testify
t oni ght ?

Al right, 1?21l ask again, is there anyone

here for the ANC?
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Al right. GOkay, well, I?2ve been inforned
that he?s on his way, so when he arrives we?l|l let M.
Starrels junp in.

| understand soneone may have |eft sone
notes downstairs, | don?t know precisely where
downstairs, but Ms. Sanchez has themif you need them

Al right, we?re ready to nove to persons

in support.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Here?s M. Starrels.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | ?2m sorry.

UNI DENTI FIED SPEAKER M. Starrels is
her e.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Starrels, you are
up. Just grab two witness cards so you can fill them
out after.

CGood timng. | just need you to turn on
the m ke and state your nane for the record.

MR STARRELS. Ckay. M/ name is Bil
Starrels, ST-ARREL-S and |I?m Vice Chair of ANC
2E, and I?m out of breath here, and ANC 2E-05, which
is the waterfront.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Just go ahead whenever
you are ready.

MR STARRELS: Thank you.

| appreciate your time tonight and to have
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an opportunity to present on behalf of ANC 2E And

before | 2?2 | have two points, one | just want to
discuss a little bit about the case and the boat house,
211 also read into the record the notion that was
passed this past Tuesday evening by ANC 2E, and,
hopefully, 1?2l regain ny breath here in a nonent.

ANC 2E has spent a total of four neetings
over ei ght years deliberating the design and
appropri ateness of the Georgetown Boathouse. In point
being, is that our Conm ssion, nyself as Conm ssioner
with nmy three years, our preceding Conm ssioner, have
spent a lot of tinme reviewng the boathouse, the
inplications of the boathouse, of course, the zoning
exceptions necessary for it, the design, the inpact
for Ceorgetown, for the waterfront, because if there
was ever a comunity that cares about what happens in
the community | think Georgetown is it. And, it?s
very, very rare, at least from ny viewpoint, that we
have sonething, especially something large in the
scope of Ceorgetown |ike the GCeorgetown boathouse as
pr oposed wher e t her e?s been, fortunately, no
opposi tion.

You know, we passed a resolution this past
Tuesday, and there was a unani nbus vote. There was

absolutely nobody in the audience that Tuesday that
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opposed it, and we have a |ot of inpassioned people.
And, you know, it?s just very interesting to see, and
the thought being is that the boathouse and the view
of our comunity, people we represent in Georgetown,
my constituents also, |ike the boathouse. W think
it?s good for the waterfront. W think it rmakes
sense. You know, we are in favor, of course, of |and
swap, it makes this workable, and we think it?s going
to be a positive addition for the Potomac, for
Ceorgetown, for the Gty overall.

And, just to put it in perspective, | say
a unani nous vote, everybody voted, and it?s very, very
unusual for us to get a unani nous vote out of our ANC

So, | wanted to go on record with that.

One group that we take very seriously at
the ANC, and | take very seriously because it?s a very
inmportant part of ny constituency, is the Georgetown
Wat erfront Conm ssion, and that?s headed up by former
Senator Charles Percy, and Barbara Downs is second in
command for that group. They?ve had nunerous hearings
on the waterfront, of course, the waterfront park, the
boat house, and there?s a very nice letter that I got a
chance to read today from Senator Percy endorsing the
whol e concept of the boathouse, why it?s good for the

Pot omac, why the design nakes sense, and why they are
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in favor of it.

And, if there?s ever a group that has
spent a trenendous anount of tinme in the past, they
are still spending it in the future, mnaking the
Georgetown waterfront what it should be, for not just
Ceorgetown, but for everybody that conmes to Georget own
to enjoy, the Georgetown Waterfront Conmssion is a
very, very valid group, and it?s very inportant to us,
and was inportant in our deliberations, too, at the
ANC, as to why we are supporting it.

Also, I?m a native of Philadel phia, and,
you know, I?m nmarried to sonmebody from Boston, and a
nephew of mne does crew up in Boston, and | nust say
that coming from Philadel phia one of the things |
enjoyed was what the Cty of Philadelphia has done
over the years with its waterfront, wth Fairnont
Park, and to see some of that comng over to the
Potomac waterfront | think is exciting in a very
positive sense of the word. And, you know, it?s just
fun to see nore boating down there.

Wen Georgetown takes over and gets to
build their boathouse it will free up nore space at
Thonpson?s, because every year you see nore and nore
schools getting into the sport. It?s a great sport,

and it?s sonething that we?d love to see grow. It?s a
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ot of fun just to go down and watch the sport.

And, | want to spend a nonent just to read
the letter that went out to Chairman Mtten.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Wl |, could I just ask
you, just pick out, you know, the resolution if you
woul d, because we have it and it?s not necessarily
necessary to read it into the record. So, if you just
want to focus on the resolution that woul d be hel pful.

MR STARRELS: Ckay.

It says, <?Wereas, Georgetown University
has gone through a l|lengthy review process, which has
400 supporters ? including the Georgetown Waterfront
Comm ssion, and whereas GCeorgetown University has
presented in-depth information with regard to the
zoning application to build a boathouse on the Potonac
River, therefore, be it resolved that ANC 2E
enthusi astically supports Ceor get own Uni versity?s
boat house pr oj ect pendi ng bef or e t he Zoni ng
Conm ssion, specifically, to establish WO zoning on a
currently unzoned vacant parcel of |and which would
all ow boathouse use, to permt a variance from the
setback requirenent of 20 feet from the high water
mark to 15 feet, and to waive the requirenent for
par ki ng. ANC 2E respectfully wurges the Zoning

Commi ssion to give ?great weight? to this resolution
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in its decision to grant the variances requested by
the university.? And, it was signed by our Chair, Tom
Bi rch.

The notion basically says it all.

As a last point, too, we have two very
active newspapers in Georgetown, and again, they kind
of take different political tact sone of the time in
CGeorgetown, but nost recent issues of both the

Georgetown CQurrent and the Georgetown when they both

ent husi astically endorsed the boathouse. And, that
was nice to see.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

MR STARRELS: kay, well thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Just hold your seat
for sone questions that we m ght have.

MR STARRELS: Sure, absolutely.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Does anyone have
guestions for M. Starrels? Any questions from the
Conm ssi on? No questions?

Cross exam nation? Doctor Schuete? M.
Mopsi g? M. Brooks?

Ckay, thank you.

MR STARRELS: Thank you very nuch.

CHAIRPERSON M TTEN. Sir, you are not a
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party, you can?t cross exanmi ne.

Al right. Nowwe will nove to persons in
support, and | will use the witness list from May 19
and if folks are not here | apologize, but sone of

them we know are not going to be here, and then if |
m ss anybody we?l| catch up at the end.

Betsy Hart. Just cone forward and take a
seat, we have four chairs so we?l|l try and get panels
of four. Robert Braunchler, the HS Boathouse
Coalition. No? GCkay. John Wlls. You just want to
be held back until later in the series. Al right,
that?s fine, but 1?mjust going to keep going down the
list. So, M. Wlls is going to wait a mnute. Just
have a seat, 1?2l call you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER (O f m ke.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Wy, does she need to
| eave? W don?t like to have this big negotiation, we
just like to call people up and get it noving. Ckay?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER (O f m ke.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Al right, Getchen ?
okay, we?re going to have you cone |ater

Robert King. What 12d like you to do is
to give the cards to the reporter as you cone up, not
after, because he needs to assign nanmes as you

testify, so if you?d give them to him first. Me
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Bass. John Forester? John Forester. Arthur Fawcett.
Ckay, we have a full panel now, and we wll begin
with Ms. Hart, who is representing Wodrow WI son Hi gh
School Crew Boosters dub, and she?ll have five
m nut es.

And, | just want to remnd everyone,
people representing organizations wll have five
mnutes, individuals wll have three mnutes, and if
you hear soneone say sonething that you were going to
say you can just endorse it when you come up. W
would i ke to elimnate redundant testinony.

And, you need to turn on the mke there,
just push the button the base, and state your nane and
address as you begin. Thank you.

M5. HART: Good evening. M nane is Betsy

Hart. | reside at 3050 Aiver Street, NW, in the
District.

Tonight | want to focus on what wll
happen if the Georgetown Boathouse is not built. 1 am

the Co-President of Wodrow WIson H gh School Crew
Boosters O ub, the parent group that supports the only
Washington, D.C. public high school G ew On behal f
of WIlson Boosters Cub and the nany students that
benefit from our program | strongly support the

Georgetown University?s request to build the planned
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boat house on the Potonmac R ver.

Wiile tonight?s discussion will focus on
the Georgetown Boathouse, your decision wll have
enormous ramfications for all rowers that use the
Potomac. To explain why, | need to tell you sonething
about Crew and the enornous and positive inpact it
makes on the lives of our high school students. Crew
is a sport that is becomng increasing popular wth
young people. Wen ny daughter joined the WIlson team
four years ago, there were 40 rowers. This year we
have 86 culturally diverse young nmen and wonen on the
varsity and novi ce squads.

Crew is a physically demandi ng sport. It
requires enornous dedication, a healthy Ilifestyle,
tremendous conmitnent and a team effort. Several
nornings a week these 14 to 18 year old rowers neet at
Thonpson?s Boat Center at 5:45 a.m, for practice. On
ot her days, they leave immediately after school and
practice until 6:45 p.m, before returning hone to
conpl ete their honmework. They spend many hours during
the preseason building their stamna on indoor row ng
machi nes and jogging up and down the Exorcist steps
bet ween Prospect and M Streets in Georgetown.

Ceneral ly speaki ng, our students are

focused, excellent nmanagers of their time, and expert
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team players, and they are outstanding students at
Wlson with an average team grade point average of
3. 7.

The Crew programinstills in the rowers a
trenmendous appreciation for the beauty of the river,
and a unique understanding of the inportance of the
envi ronnent . Rowi ng prograns make a wonderful non-
notorized use of our river and the scholastic squads
that use the Potonmac feel responsible for keeping it
cl ean and safe.

So, you may wonder, why is WIlson Crew
Boosters supporting the Georgetown Boat house, and what
will happen if it is not built. Sinply put, the |ack
of space is squeezing high school rowing, and it will
get worse wi thout the CGeorgetown Boat house.

Today, WIson keeps its eight boats at the
Thonpson Boat Center, but Thonpson?s has becone so
overcrowded that for the past decade WIson and nost
of the high schools using it have been forced to store
their boats outdoors in a fenced in conpound. In just
two years from now, that conpound wll disappear, when
the Swedi sh Enbassy, which owns the l|and, builds on
that site. Wien that land is taken, nmany of the 800
hi gh  school rowers using Thonpson?s, i ncl udi ng

students at Wodrow WI son H gh School, could |ose the
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opportunity to row on the Potonac.

Unl i ke basket bal | or soccer, wher e
athletes can practice alnost anywhere, rowers nust
have a seat in a boat to learn and inprove their
rowi ng skills.

W strongly support the construction of
the Georgetown Boathouse, which wll relieve the
congestion at Thonpson?s, allowing the very inportant
hi gh school progranms to grow, not only at WIson, but
other area schools in Wshington, Maryland and in
northern Virginia.

Rowing is an inportant sport, and |
believe it is in the public interest to devote |and
for a new GCeorgetown facility for this purpose.
Wthout this boathouse, the Cew program at W]Ison
will be in jeopardy. At best, it wll not grow at
worst it will shrink and, perhaps, disappear, and that
woul d be an enornous tragedy.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you, M. Hart.
| ?m just going to ask everyone to hold their seat
until the whole panel testifies and then we?l| ask
guestions at the end.

M. King.

MR KING M nane is Robert King. |?m here

as a private citizen, a resident of Arlington County,

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

41

Virginia, across the river. VW | ook down from our
heights on the Arlington side of the river at this
beautiful waterfront and this opportunity to see such
a nice fine installation being built there for the
sake of both Georgetown students and other activities
that will be related to the boat house.

| don?t have a prepared statenent, but |?m
going to speak fromthe heart. |?2ma man who grew up
in CGeorgetown back in the ?230s and ?40s, and | can
renenber what Georgetown waterfront |ooked |ike back
then, and 1?2d like to remind us a little bit of that,
and what we have today, and what could be tonorrow, or
in the future | should say.

If you think back to the days before we
had ? even had any rowing teans, if you think back in
the 230s when ny famly and | would, ny parents and |
would cone down to Ceorgetown, walk down those
Exorcist steps before we knew they were Exorcist
steps, and we rented at Denpsey?s Boat house there up
against the old aqueduct bridge abutnent, and those
beautiful aqueduct piers marched across the river
bl ocking any hope for any racing prograns on the
Potomac. And, Representative Joel Broyhill nade sure
we got rid of that, there?s a little historical item

you want to take note what happened to history on the
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Georgetown waterfront over the years.

But, | renmenber GCeorgetown, we enjoyed
com ng down and canoeing, that was ny speed back in
the old days, and the Ceorgetown waterfront was, aside
from the piers that blocked rowng, we had beautiful
t hi ngs, Hop and Meyers Rendering Plant back then just
practically underneath the Key Bridge, and when the
wi nd was right you could tell that it was right there.
And, across the street on the other side, just up at
the | evel of the Wiitehurst Freeway, there was a sign
pai nted on the WIlkens Rogers MIIling Conpany, WIkens
Coffee, in case you renenber, and Washington Flour,
said, ?The objectionable odors you may notice in this
area do not originate in this plant.? That?s a little
bit of history for you there. Put that in the entry.

And, there was Snoot Sand and G avel, the
concrete plant, the @Gllagher Lunber & MIling, all
along there, j ust a beautiful wat er f r ont for
wat erfront purposes in the old industrial age.

But, that?s in the old days, but did that
di scourage the use of the river? Not at all. M.
Denpsey?s Boat house was hanging in there, in spite of
floods and ice jans. The Canoe Cub was there, and
the Boat Cub, and out on the river there were

anchored buoys for people to use to keep boats just
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nmoored to the buoys, and there was, | think ?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Coul d you just give us
a closing thought, M. King?

MR KING GCkay, well, ny thought is that
the Park Service has beautified the river by buying
out all the properties along the shoreline, and places
where they used to have buoys there?s nothing, and the
fact that it remnds nme of the old thing they used to
put in the toilets in the notels, said, ?Sanitized for
your protection.? That ?2s about what they?ve done
her e. We?ve got a beautifully sanitized waterfront,
now here we have a chance to have an outstanding,
beautiful thing, and |I think we should go ahead and do
it.

And, by the way, if the Park Service is
here, you see them in Arlington we?d love to have
something on our side of the river, too, besides the
Par kway .

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. We?l | nmake sure that
t hey know t hat.

MR KING W asked them but they said no.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you, M. King.

M. Bass.

MR BASS: Yes, Madam Chairnman and Menbers

of the Commssion, thank you very nmuch for the
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opportunity to testify. M/ nane is Ml Bass, |I?m a
resident of Grace Street, which is located just up the
hill fromthe Georgetown Waterfront Park.

For several years, |?2ve been a nenber of
the Georgetown Waterfront Park Conm ssion, served as
its Chairman of the Pronenade Conmittee, and nost
recently Chairman of the Design Commttee. W were
involved in the interviewing and the sel ection process
of the firmthat designed, canme up with the design for
the new waterfront park, and we had many neetings and
deliberations and often those deliberations and
di scussions involved the need for and the placenent of
boathouses in the park zone there along the
wat er front.

Let nme try to reflect accurately, if |
can, sonething about those deliberations and the
t houghts of those on the design commttee. | think we
all recognized the need for additional boathouses to
be placed sonewhere along the waterfront there in
Geor get own. The question was, where is the nost
appropriate place for additional boathouses?

Let nme comment that CGeorgetown University
partici pated, has participated as long as | know, in
the neetings and deliberations of the Comm ssion and

the design conmttee. They kept us informed of their
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design and plans along the way, and they were very
responsi bl e nenbers of the design conmttee.

It was our conclusion, | think, that the
best place for the boathouses would be in the
Boat house Zone that was recognized by the 1987 plan,
and that generally ran from a little bit below Key
Bridge, 34" Street, up to a point | think is about
1,100 feet above Key Bridge.

The options for t he pl acenent of
CGeorgetown Boathouse would be on their existing
property they own that they?ve described, | think they
said was sonething like one mle upstream from Key
Bri dge, which we never discussed, and | think the Park
Service has done a good job of talking about the
problens of that. Access to it would have to be over
the Capital Crescent Trail, and that?s, apparently, in
a fragile wetlands area, and it sort of nmakes no sense
to use that property.

The second option that we favored was
keeping it in the Boathouse Zone on property that is
not really wetlands property.

Anot her option, which I think we all were
very strong that there should be boathouses bel ow 34"
Street, we want to preserve the area of GCeorgetown

Waterfront park that extends from Washi ngton Harbor to
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at least 34" Street, if not a little bit further up
toward Key Bridge, as open area for access by the
public to the waterfront, to preserve the views on
that part of the park where the river, as you know,
makes a turn and you can see all the way up under Key
Bridge quite a distance upstream where the sun sets in
the evening, and then downstream toward the Kennedy
Center and bel ow. Pl acenent of |arge boathouses in
that section of the park would disrupt views and
conpl ete access to the river by those who are trying
to use the park for that very valuable bit of shore
front.

Anot her option would be no boathouse at
all, and we, obviously, did not consider that as a
vi abl e option.

Let nme nake a couple of comments on the
Canoe d ub. It?s ny wunderstanding that they pay
mnimal rent for the use of the parkland property that
their boathouse is |ocated on now. That property is
surrounded by a chainlink fence with barb wire over

it, so the public has no access to that property at

this tinme.

Ceorget own Boat house, and its surroundi ng
property, would only encroach, | don?t know the nunber
of feet, | think it may be 20 feet or so, onto the
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Canoe Cub property, but it?s ny understanding that

they will get an offsetting equal anount of property
downstream to conpensate for the property that they
woul d | ose upstream That property that would abut
where the Georgetown University Boathouse would be
located is currently chained, it?s used for parking
cars and outdoor storage of boats.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: You are about out of
time, if you could wap up.

MR BASS. kay, the last comment would be
that | stand ? maybe | could be corrected, but | don?t
recall at any point in the discussions of the
Conmm ssion or our design commttee that the Canoe O ub
ever objected to the placenment of the Georgetown
Uni versity Boat house where it is being contenplated in
t hi s heari ng.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you, M. Bass.

And, M. Fawcett.

MR FAWCETT: Good evening. [|I?2m Arthur
Fawcet t . [?2m a long-tinme rower. | started in high
school 60 years ago, and |?ve been row ng actively for
about 50 years with sone breaks.

| ?m a nenber of the Potonmac Boat J ub.

l?m also a Gty Planner, and have served on the staff
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of the National Capitol Planning Conmm ssion. | also
was Adm nistrator for Policy and Planning of the D.C
Department of Parks and Recreation for about eight
years.

l?m currently President of \Washington
Parks and People, a non-profit organization that
raises private funds for parks and for environnental
and recreational prograns in the Wshington area.
However, | ?m speaking for nyself tonight.

Rowing has great benefits for its
participants, especially for young people. It is a
sport that pronotes physical conditioning, team work,
and environnental awareness. It can also be a life-
| ong recreational program It?s growing very rapidly
in this area, wth hundreds of school and college
rowers, as well as non-students in boating clubs.

The site in question here is a very good
one. This stretch of the Potomac River is excellent
for rowwng, with good surface conditions and |ong,
straight stretches that work well for racing and
conpetitive practice.

Qoviously, rowing facilities must have
access to the river, and the opportunities for this
are limted. The Georgetown Waterfront Park G oup,

and | did participate in that group, has now placed
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tight Iimts on possible sites. (Objections have been
raised to the placenent of the boathouse in the park
but since virtually all of Wshington?s waterfront is
now parkl and there?s not much choice, boathouses have
to be in the parks, and they are in parks in many
other cities. It?s a perfectly appropriate facility
for a park. This boathouse is a very attractive
design, and it 1is not substantially larger than
uni versity boat houses in other areas.

There have been objections to the
boat house on an environnental basi s, but it?s
inmpossible to build along a river wthout sone
envi ronnent al di st ur bance. Here | think the
di sturbance will be mninmal. | have spent many hours
with the Potonmac Boat O ub watching boats resting on
the float, not 20 feet away, and beavers sw nmm ng by
in the river, largely ignoring the activity in the
boat house. | cannot believe that this site is a
wetland in the normal sense, since it was excavated
years ago for the Potomac Interceptor Sewer. The area
will flood on occasion, there is no question about
that. You get a 30-year flood about every seven years
in ny experience. But, the Washington Canoe d ub and
the Potomac Boat O ub have dealt with floods for many

years, in Potomac?s case for nore than 130 years.
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The boathouse is consistent with public
plans for the waterfront, nost of which have called
for better access to the river for recreation. I
understand that the project has been approved by the
A d Georgetown Board, the Fine Arts Comm ssion and the
| ocal ANC.

I recoormend very strongly that this
proj ect nove ahead.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you.

Questions from the Commssion for the
panel ? Any questions?

M. Hannahan?

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM M. Fawcett, | just
wanted to know how you feel about public access,
generally, on this particular project. Wuld this
have a positive or negative effect, in terns of the
general public?s access to the waterfront in that
area?

MR FAWCETT: Well, since this project is
allowing public circulation past it, which we found
was ? we really couldn?t do with the Potomac Boat C ub
because of security concerns, and | under st and
Washi ngton Canoe Cub is the same way, the Georgetown

students are part of the public and this is providing
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nore access for them

| worked for several years on trying to
get a boathouse in Arlington, and a boathouse on the
Anacostia River. That boat house now has been
established on the Anacostia, and the Arlington
boat house is still in discussion, but there?s a need
for all of these boathouses and they all would provide
the kind of access to the river that | think is
appropri ate.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Ckay, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Now, did you have any cross exam nation?
Doctor Schuete, any? M. Mpsig? M. Brooks?

MR, BROCKS: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | need you to get on a
m ke, so why don?t | just give you the hand-held m ke.
And, hold it tight up to you.

MR BROCKS: The question | had was, |
guess, for M. Bass. He nmentioned that, | guess his
statenent was that boathouses below 34" Street woul d
block views and access. | can?t understand why a
boat house there would block views and access, but a
boat house west of the Canoe O ub woul d not bl ock views
and access.

MR BASS: The only views that it would
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bl ock would be those views in the Capital O escent
Trail nonentarily, because people use it to bike, run
or walk by there. The part of the park from 34" down
to Washington Harbor is one that will be a |ot of open
green space use of ? the public will circulate through
there, picnic, walk, sun bathe, whatever, and so there
will be a heavy concentration, as there is now in the
existing small little part at the foot of Wsconsin
Avenue over to Washi ngton Harbor, a trenendous anount
of use of that part by people who are sort of
stationary, looking out at the river, wanting to view
the river upstream and downstream Wer eas, those
using the narrow stretch of the Capital O escent
Trail, actually where the GCeorgetown Boathouse is
there are a lot of trees there, you can?t see the
river when you pass by there. | don?t even know if
you can ? | run there constantly, and you have to wait
a ways upstream before you can even see the river,
because of the foliage in the distance from the
Capital Crescent Trail.

MR BROCKS: And, what about access?

MR BASS. Let?s see, your questionis --

MR BROOKS: Wll, you?d nentioned that a
boat house east of 34" Street woul d bl ock access to the

river, but the inplication is the boathouse on the
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Georgetown site won?t bl ock access. It seenms to ne
that a boathouse on either side will block access to
t he sane degree.

MR BASS. 172d agree, to the same degree
if the Georgetown Boathouse, for exanple, wll not
have a fence around it, and people would be able to do
like they do at Thonpson?s, | guess, walk out on the
dock, walk along in front of the boathouse at any tine
they want to, they would have access whether it?s
| ocated where it?s proposed to be or downstreamin the
par k. I?2m mainly tal king about visual access to the
river, | guess the views, which are so critical to
preserving this area between Washi ngton Harbor and 34"
Street.

MR BROOKS: | would suggest, perhaps on
your next run along ?

CHAIRPERSON M TTEN: Is it going to be a
guesti on?

MR BROCOKS: ?2 well, | suppose | could
make it into a question.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: You can share it wth
himin the hall, if you just want to nmake a comment.

MR KING Madam Chairman, Robert King
here, could | add a personal note to this gentleman?s,

what he just said on cross exam nation?
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Every year in Georgetown they have an
annual Ceorgetown Day with a parade, and | attend a
church in CGeorgetown, Georgetown Presbyterian, and the
churches in Georgetown join in the parade, have nade
banners and flags and everything else, and they even
had a Salvation Arny band narching down Wsconsin
Avenue from our street to the river down there on
Wsconsin Avenue, at the foot of K Street, or Wter
Street, whatever vyou call it. And, | renenber
particularly the Salvation Arny band broke into one of
the hyctns as we cane down, Shall W Gather At The
River, the beautiful, beautiful river. Vel | anyway,
we ended the parade down at the river, right at the
foot of Wsconsin Avenue, that part he?s talking
about, and our group, the churches and everybody el se,
was gathered at the river, and it was a beautiful
experience, and if there had been a boathouse sitting
in that spot there wouldn?t have been a place to
gather. W gathered at the river, and we enjoyed it,
and | come there in Georgetown every Sunday and praise
God for such a beautiful river, and a beautiful place,
and beauti ful people.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you, M. King

And, M. Mpsig, did you have a cross

exam nati on question?
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MR MOPSIG Yes, | did.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al right, and just
keep it up tight to your nouth.

MR MPSIG | couldn?t help, M. Bass,
your comment about the Capital Cescent Trail, what
about the C&) Canal toe path, it seens to ne the view
from there is blocked also, and |?m not so sure how
easily that?s dism ssed from anywhere el se?

VR, BASS: I?2d really nake the sane
conment, you don?t have the ? you won?t have the
trenmendous concentration of people sitting just
| ooking out at the river fromthe toe path. The toe
path is like the Capital Crescent Trail, in the sense
that people tend to be noving on bikes, running and
wal ki ng, and the boathouse will only block the view
fromup there to a very limted degree. | suppose the
peak of the roof or sonething like that.

But, nmany, many nore people will be in the
part between 34" Street and Washi ngton Harbor, wanting
to enjoy the view, and it?s a matter of balance, |
t hi nk.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay, thank you.

l?d like to thank you all, and --

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Madam Chai rman, | et

me just ask M. Bass, you nentioned that the Canoe
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COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM |s there a fence

all the way around?

MR BASS: Yes.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  So that, does t hat

cutof f access, |1?m not asking about the Canoe C ub,

but I?mjust curious.
MR BASS. Yes, you cannot get along

shoreline there, the fence goes to the shoreline,

t he

it

has barb wire on the top, and it has a |ocked gate

where they pull in and use that. So, the public

Nno access. | mean, | don?t even know if on

has

any

occasions, |?ve never been invited onto the property

for any kind of events or anything like that, so as

far as |1?m concerned |I?m a person that wuses

t he

Capital Crescent Trail alnost daily and |7?ve never

been inside that chain |ike fence.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  So, actual |y,

t he

trail is the only way for ne to get beyond ? past that

point, if I?m walking, say, in front of the proposed

site of the Georget own Boat house.

MR BASS. Right, well, but, there?s

t he

toe path, there?d be the toe path higher up, and then

the Capital Crescent Trail down closer to the water?s
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edge, but vyou are correct, because the Capital
Crescent Trail cones right up against the back of the
boat house.
COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM - Ckay.  Thank you.
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you all, and

t hank you especially, M. King, for taking us back a

few years.

MR KING R ght, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: The next person [|?m
going to call, | can?t read the last nanme, it?s a
fellow named M ke, representing CGeorgetown Crew. I's
M ke here? GCkay. | think it mght be Perna, is there
a Mke Perna maybe, signed up tw ce? No. Ckay.
Meredith d athberry, for the Potomac Conservancy. I's

she here? No. Erik Meyers?

| think there mght be sonebody ? are you
comng forward for Ms. A at hberry? Are you
representing Georgetown Crew? |If you didn?t sign up
for representing Georgetown Crew then | haven?t gotten
to you yet. I 2m sorry?  Ckay. We?ll get to you,
don?t worry.

Erik Meyers, are you Erik Meyers? Ckay.

James Metus, MI-E-T-US, calls hinself
an old oarsman, is that you? |Is that you, sir? Onh, |

di dn?t think you | ooked ol d.
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Tony Johnson, is that Coach Johnson? No,
oh, okay.

Frank Schlesinger? Steven, it |ooks like
MU J-E, oh maybe that?s you, that?s right, MUSE
okay, that?s you. Ckay, never mnd, and M. Kerwn,
okay, | see you there. Arnold OrDonnell?  WIIliam
Packard.

kay, and again, just when you begin
speaking just state your nanme and address for the
record, and we?l|l start with M. Myers here on the
end. Just push that button, there you go.

MR. MEYERS: Thank you.

Thank you, Chairwoman Mtten and Menbers
of the D.C. Zoning Comm ssion, for this opportunity to
conment on CGeorgetown University and the National Park
Service request for zoning and appropriate adjustnents
to that zoning.

l?m Erik Meyers, |?m President of the
Pot omac R ver Sports Foundation, which is a non-profit
charitabl e organization that is organi zed and operat ed
under the laws of the D strict, and has been since
1973.

The Foundation?s organi zational mssion is
to provide support for athletes and institutions

engaged in non-notorized conpetitive water sports on
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the Potonmac R ver, particularly, row ng. The
Foundation has financially supported l|ocal athletes
conpeting in U S. national conpetition in both row ng
and paddling. It has supported those in international
conpetition in rowing, including the Wrld Row ng
Chanpi onshi ps, Pan Anerican and dynpic Ganes, and the
Royal Henley Regatta. In addition, the Foundation has
supported inproved access for new generations of
ent husi asts of the sports of row ng and paddl i ng.

It?s this point, the crucial nmatter of
providing access, that |I2d like to address just a
couple of coments this evening. | hope vyou?ll
consider them carefully as you weigh the request in
front of you.

A bit of history first. The last new
boat house on the Potomac, which added enclosed
storage, opened in 1960. This is the Harry T.
Thonpson?s Boat Cent er, whi ch is under t he
jurisdiction of the National Park Service. In My,
1961, just nonths after the Thonpson?s Boathouse
opened, Denpsey?s Canoe CCub burned to the ground.
This was a structure |ocated between the Potonac Boat
Cub and the old A exandria Aqueduct Bridge and
Washi ngton Canoe dub, both of which still stand.

Nei t her Denpsey?s, nor the space it contained, have
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ever been repl aced.

More recently, to be precise in 1986,
eight mles down river the Gty of Aexandria
constructed a new boathouse for the T.C. WIllians H gh
School row ng prograns. Again, however, this facility
sinply replaced the storage that was formerly provided
by the Add Domnion Boat Cub, a structure that was
torn down to nmake way for Al exandria?s new waterfront.

So again, to sum up, no new net encl osed
boat house space for rowi ng or paddling since 1960.

Existing facilities on the Potonmac is a
consequence of struggle to address the vastly
increased demand. This demand cones from an influx of
D.C. and Wshington area residents, including the
school prograns and post-graduate conpetitors. Al of
them seek to enjoy the Potomac River for fitness and
general outdoor recreational purposes.

Al current facilities have had to resort
to outside storage areas to respond, even in part, and
all continue to have nenbership waiting |ists. The
Washi ngton Canoe C ub, for exanpl e, houses a
significant nunber of its boats in outdoor storage
racks. The Potomac Boat O ub uses outdoor racks to
accommodate a portion of the overflow demand for it,

and, of course, Thonpson?s, as you?ve heard already,
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stores upwards of 75 boats, nostly of the high school
programs, in the conpound, the fenced outdoor storage
area adj acent to the Thonpson?s Boat Center.

Time is running out for tenporary storage
at Thonpson?s. The new Swedi sh Enbassy and proposed
conmercial developnent nearby wll elimnate the
conpound, this 75 boat spaces. This means that your
action on the Park Service and Georgetown request for
the QU Boathouse is about nore than just GCeorgetown.
It?s critical to the survival of the existing high
school rowi ng programs, such as Wodrow WIson, St.
Al ban?s, Nat i onal Cat hedr al School , Geor get own
Visitation, even Anerican University, which has a
smal|l rowi ng program because w thout GJ?s departure
there won?t be the opening of sonme 20 to 25 indoor
spaces at Thonpson?s Boat Center any time in the near
future.

Denying the Park Service and GCeorgetown
the opportunity, with the appropriate zoning for this
new boat house as requested would really nean denying
access to hundreds of eager high school rowers.

In contrast to granting this request woul d
nmean, let?s |look at what the inpact is on other forns
of access. The Washington Canoe Cub will be able to

boat every paddler that it currently does. The
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Capital Crescent Trail wll continue to accommodate
every cyclist, roller blader, runner, hiker that it
currently does. K Street and Water Street, NW, wll
generate no greater traffic than they currently do.
Ceorgetown residents and city visitors will see every
bit of the Potomac that they currently do, in fact,
nore, since the proposal is for a site plan that
permts full 360 degree access around the proposed
facility and access to its docks, no chain link
fences, no visual screens, and the boathouse w ng
housing the rowing tanks wll have w ndows on both
sides to permt people to visually see the river
through it.

| 2m j ust about done.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

MR VEYERS: Georgetown has  proposed
community access to the rowing tanks and has tal ked
about summer prograns. No one will be denied access
to any of the current inportant forns of access and
many nore stand to gain new and truly invaluable
access if you grant the request.

Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you, M. Meyers.

M. Schl esi nger.

MR, SCHLESI NGER Thank you.
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M/ nanme is Frank Schl esinger. I live at
1015 33° Street in  Georget own. I practice
architecture at 3210 M Street in Georgetown, and |I?m a
menber of the GCeorgetown Waterfront Park Design
Comm tt ee. I am here tonight to support Georgetown
Uni versity?s request for a variance that would allow
them to proceed wth the construction of their
proposed boat house west of the Washington Canoe C ub.
| base this support on a general need, as well as the
speci fic design proposal before you.

The general need for additional boat
storage capacity in this area of the Potomac is well
est abl i shed. We?ve talked about it a great deal at
this table, the extraordinary growh of row ng
activity over the past ten years, both by high school
and Title 10 wonen?s teans, has nmade the Thonpson?s
facility 1inadequate. The situation is about to be
further exasperated by the construction of a new
Swedi sh Enbassy on the site of the current outdoor
boat storage area just east of Washi ngton Harbor.

To address this problem the National Park
Service has proposed a boat house zone from 34" Street
to a point 1,100 feet upstream from Key Bridge as
potential sites for new boat houses. In addition to

the Georgetown University Boathouse, this zone could
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accommodat e a proposed boat house for George Washi ngton
Uni versity, a concessi on- oper at ed facility for
privately-owned, single and double shells, Jack?s
Canoe Rental, and the existing Washington Canoe C ub
and the existing Potomac Boat C ub.

This boathouse row would enhance the
anbi ence of the Georgetown waterfront by reinforcing
the century-old tradition of rowing and canoeing in
this historic |ocation.

In addition, relocating Georgetown and
Ceorge Washington University Oews to their own
facilities would allow Thonpson?s to be devel oped for
the areas high school teans and alleviate their
critical problem of inadequate boat storage.

| would like to address sone of the
objections to the specific design proposals that have
appeared in the Washi ngton press.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: You only have about 15
seconds, so you need to hit the highlights.

MR SCHLESINGER: Al right.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN O, subm t your
witten testinony to us, we?d be happy to have it.

MR SCHLESINGER Mise Architects has a
national reputation for basing their work on a

sensitive response to the site and contextual
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conditions of a given proposition. That skill is anply
illustrated in the design proposal before you. | urge
you to allow this deserving project to nove forward.
Its architectural nerit has been attested to by its
appr oval by the dd Ceorgetown Board and the
Commi ssion of Fine Arts.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M.
Schl esinger, and if you would like to submt the nore
detailed witten testinony, please do that.

MR SCHLESINGER 1?2l do that.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. OrDonnel | .

MR O?DONNELL: H, ny nane is Arnold
O?Donnel | . I live at 3355 Rittenhouse Street, N W,
i n Washi ngton, D.C.

Dear Menbers of the Commssion, 12d Ilike
to express ny strong support to grant permssion to
CGeorgetown University to construct a new boat house on
the Potomac River in Georgetown. This structure is
certainly in keeping with the area?s centuries |ong
tradition of being an active waterfront. The
boat house will benefit the university?s row ng program
and also the rapidly growing high school row ng
progranms, by allowing room to accommodate stalls to

many high schools that use the Georgetown waterfront,
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that will be displaced soon by the closing of the
out door storage area.

M/ daughter has been a rower for the past

three years at her local high school. Rowing is a
wonderful sport. It helps to develop the participants
athletically, it teaches them how to work together

with others, and it exposes them to a wonderful
natural resource, the Potomac River

Rowing is one of the |least intrusive
activities to our local environnent and it should be
encouraged. It would be a shanme if this facility were
not permtted to go ahead. It would deny many people
the opportunity to enjoy the river by actually getting
on the water without polluting it in the process.

Pl ease al so, do not |ose sight of the fact
that the Georgetown waterfront is a vibrant wurban
environnent, only a few thousand yards from the Wite
House and the U. S. Congress. It is not a wlderness
area, it was never intended to be treated |i ke one.

The CGeorgetown University Boathouse is a
wel | -pl anned and well-coordinated project. I  hope
that this Conmssion will grant whatever permts are
required to allow this project to nove forward.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M.

O?Donnel I .
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M . Packard.

MR PACKARD: Thank you, Madam Chair and

Menbers of the Board.

M/ name is WIliam Packard, and | live at
5622 N. 24" Street in Arlington. | 2ve been a rower
and a coach on the Potonmac River for 24 years. | want

to talk to you tonight about two things, stewardship
and bei ng a good nei ghbor.

Earlier this week, | spent sone tine
wal ki ng around the site where Georgetown is proposing
to build a boathouse. | found enough trash to fill
several dunpsters. There were also several honeless
encanpnents, dense areas of scrub trees and overgrown
vines. At lowtide, | could see broken concrete slabs
indicating earlier developnent along this section of
the waterfront. This is, by no neans, an unspoil ed
natural environnent. If anything, the area has been
utterly abandoned in the worst sense of the word.

This is part of an urban park that has
been negl ected and m sused. The CGeorgetown University
Cew will be excellent stewards for this piece of
| and. The boat house will provide access to the river
for non-notorized boating, and for the citizens of the
city, consistent with the vision of an urban park for

active recreation in this | ocation.
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My second point, being a good nei ghbor, as
a long-time nenber of the Potomac Boat dub, | have
seen first hand how different river users can be good
nei ghbors. Potomac Boat Cub is located right between
Jack?s Boats and the Wshi ngton Canoe d ub. W all
understand the traffic patterns on that part of the
river, and we cooperate in our enjoynent of it.

W all share a reverence for the river, fo
its beauty, its dangers, and its pleasures. Even the
occasional out-of-town tourist in a canoe on the wong
side of the river is tolerated because we are glad to
share this bounteous resource.

In its current |ocation at Thonpson?s Boat
Center, GCeorgetown has dealt wth other rowers,

sai |l boats, paddlers, as well as the notor boats that

cone up river to the Washington Harbor. Geor get own
Cew will be a good and wel cone nei ghbor upstream of
Key Bridge, and | recommend that you approve this
request.

Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M.
Packard.

Any questions for this panel from the
Comm ssion? Any questions? Doctor Schuete?

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Thank vyou, ny nane is
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Larry Schuete.

Eri k Meyers, | am curious, how many boats
are stored outside right now by the high school Cews
at Thonpson?s?

MR MEYERS: I believe the nunber,
according to the National Park Service, is around 75.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: GCkay, and how nmany boats
does Ceorgetown currently have stored indoors at the
Boat Center?

MR MEYERS: |1?2m not sure of the exact
count of the 8s, it?s sonewhere between 20 and 25.
There are a nunber of snaller boats that may not be
perfectly suitable for the 8s.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: How many boats does GW
have at Thonpson?s?

MR MEYERS: | have no idea.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: You have no idea? [ 2m
just trying to figure out what?s going to happen to
all these boats?

MR MEYERS: M. Peterson is here from GV
and he probably could tell you that information.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M. Mopsi g, any
guesti ons?

MR MOPSIG | have two sinple questions.

M. Meyers, wuld it affect the use of a
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rowing tank if it wasn?t quite at the waterfront?

MR MEYERS: Wuld it affect the use of the
rowi ng tanks?

MR MOPSIG Yes.

MR MEYERS. No, it?s not affected by its
| ocation, it could be |ocated el sewhere.

MR MOPSI G Thank you.

M.  Schl esi nger, | have a question,
architectural question. When you design a building
how many sides should you really consider, as
interaction with the surroundings? How many sides of
the building should you consider when you design a
building, in ternms of its surroundi ngs?

MR SCHLESI NGER Al the sides, sir.

MR MOPSIG Al sides.

MR SCHLESI NGER  Yes.

MR MPSIG So, if a side is neglected
it?s not proper?

MR SCHLESI NGER: Par don?

MR MOPSIG It?s not proper to neglect one
si de.

MR SCHLESI NGER:  No.

MR MOPSI G Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M . Br ooks, any

guesti ons?
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You know what, why don?t you guys keep

this and just pass it anmong yoursel ves, although | do
need sone work on this arm

MR BROOKS: |I?m not quite sure who this
woul d be directed towards, but at |east two or three
of the nenbers of the current panel have nentioned,
and previous people have nentioned, the need of the
hi gh school rowers and the benefit that they woul d get
from@J noving up to its new boat house.

| sn?t there, do any of you know about one
of the other two boathouse sites that has been
designated in the boathouse zone, isn?t that for the
hi gh school s? Erik m ght know about that.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Do you any of you know
the answer to that question?

MR MEYERS: There has been discussion, but
there is no plan right now, no current plan to build
anything at this point.

MR BROCKS: But, the Conm ssion has agreed
that a couple of extra boathouse sites, one possibly
for GV and one for high schools, would be appropriate
in this zone.

MR MEYERS: | understand that?s the
pr oposal . The GCeorgetown project has been in the

proposal stage for, I?m not sure what the tine is, but
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it?s in excess of 20 years.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Schlesinger is
going to respond to that as well.

MR SCHLESINGER. As the proposals stand
now, and, of course, these are just proposals, there?s
a proposal for a site for the GW boathouse just east
of the Key Bridge, and there?s a proposal for a site
for private single and double shells between the Key
Bridge and the Potomac Boat d ub. These are the
proposal s that are just now.

The proposals that are just now for the
high schools is that if, in fact, Georgetown and GV
can nove their shells into their own facility, and if,
in fact, the private shells that are now in Thonpson?s
can have their own facility, all of Thonpson?s woul d,
therefore, becone available for the high school
rowers, and that would be ? that?s the proposal as it
i'S now.

MR. BROCKS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Thank you all for com ng down tonight.

James Perna, Melissa Conradi, it |ooks
like Kristen Heller or it could be Mlloy, anybody
named Kristen? Ckay, no Kristen, okay. Davi d Don.

David Wiss. David Wiss. QGetchen El | sworth.
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We?2ll just start with M. Perna while

t hese other fol ks take their seats.

MR PERNA: My nane is Janes Perna, ny
comments echo the other people who have just spoken,
so wth deference to the Conmm ssioners, 1?2l give you
back ny three m nutes. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: That?s what we like to
see, M. Perna. Thank you.

Ms. Conradi, if | said that right.

M5. CONRADI: Yes. 1?21l be quick.

M/ name is Melissa Conradi. |?m a resident
of Washington, D.C., at 3818 P Street, NW |?m here
tonight to testify in support of the Georgetown
Boat house.

At the first hearing, issues of size and
space kept comng up, and | thought it mght be
hel pful to have a rower?s perspective of sonme of the
requirenents for a boathouse that can acconmodate a
si zeable Crew team

| rode for three years for the Georgetown
Wnen?s Grew Team and during that tine becane pretty
famliar wth Thonpson?s Boathouse. VW need nore
space than Thonpson?s provides. Sane goes for the
height of the first floor in relation to the |ength of

the oars. These pieces of equipnent are large. They
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feel very large, they cannot be easily manipulated in
a cranped space.

In addition to the shells and oars, there
needs to be room to walk around at the end of the
base, as well as space to keep slings which hold the
boat up while it is being washed after a row, riggers,
seats, seat pads and student ? while they are down
t here.

Thonpson?s Boat house just barely contains
Ceorgetown?s rowi ng equi prent, and the team will only
be getting a space that is just large enough to be
confortable wth the construction of the new
boat house.

Secondly, | would like to reiterate Coach
Tony Johnson?s point fromthe |last hearing, this river
is large enough to accommobdate all of the potentia
users. The space that the Canoe dub currently uses
as its training lanes wll hardly be disturbed by
Ceorgetown rowers, who know river etiquette well
enough to not pull off the docks into oncomng
traffic. GCeorgetown teans are nost often on the river
fromabout 6:00 to 8:30 in the norning, a tine when we
rarely saw paddlers, and even if paddlers are out at
that hour, surely they will not be comng down the

| anes wth such frequency as to nmake it hazardous for
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Ceorgetown Crews to cut across from the dock to the
nore than anple space in the mddle of the river.

Al the present and past rowers work very
hard and just want a space where they can effectively
train and that represents the dedication the school
and the city have made to the rowing community. | say
this all as a former rower, but also as a current D.C
resident who frequently uses the Cescent Trail and
toe path for running and cycling. A Dbeauti ful
building at that point along the waterfront will not
detract from the mles of natural trails that extend
up fromthat point.

Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, MVs.
Conr adi .

M. Don.

MR DON: H, ny nane is Dave Don.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Wyul d you turn on the
m ke? There you go.

MR DON: There we go. H, thank you very
much for the opportunity to speak.

M/ name is David Don, 1?m a resident of
the District of Colunbia, and |I?m also the President
of the Georgetown Rowi ng Association. | 2ve been

involved with Georgetown Crew for about 13 years. I
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live at 2725 Connecti cut Avenue.

| was at the last hearing, and pretty much
| just want to address two issues. It seens like this
hearing has boiled down to two specific issues. One
is the dinmensions of this boathouse, what inpact it
m ght have on the toe path and the Crescent Trail, and
secondly, we got into a long discussion about access
to the river.

Beginning with the topic of the boathouse,
opposition to the boathouse would have you believe
that the area now where this structure is going is
sone sort of congregating area that people spend a | ot
of time on. It is nothing farther fromthe truth, as
Wl liam Packard explained earlier. The condition of
that area is not one where people congregate. They
job through that area. | 2ve been down there for 13
years, and | don?t think I?2ve ever seen anyone
standing there looking through the trees, trying to
look at Arlington River, or Arlington across the
river.

So, the suggestion for those people who ?
and | understand nost of you probably don?t spend a
ot of time down there, but there is not a ot of foot
traffic down there, or | should say, they job through

there but they don?t congregate in that area.
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Second of all, as one person who is
significantly responsible for raising noney for this
new boat house, we have no intention of making this any
bigger than it has to be to neet the basic needs for
the rowers, need, and what is part of a boathouse,
includes facilities that hold a sufficient nunber of
boats, is long enough to hold boats that fit in it,
can hold oars that stand upright in it, and has the
training facilities associated with rowi ng, and those
training facilities include rowi ng tanks and exercise
facilities, as every other nmajor university in Boston
has associated with their facilities.

Now, second of all, this discussion has
delved into, and | don?t know if it?s really in the
province of this Zoning Conm ssion, the use of the
river, and the Canoe Cub and their supporters would
have you believe that that part of the river is theirs
to own, and their exclusive wuse, but that 1is
absolutely not the case. The river is for everyone?s
enjoynment, including ours, and even though we don?t
have a boathouse today on that piece of property I
could row a boat there and stand there if | wanted to.
But, we don?t, we all have learned, for the 13 years
| 2ve been steering boats along this river, |?ve never

hit a canoer, never cone near them and we learned to
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share the river together. That particular part of the
river where they like to launch from is not theirs,
and we all can use this river together, and we have
forever, and we will continue to in the future.

So, any objections on that grounds | think
are unfounded.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to

speak.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

And, Ms. ElIsworth.

IVB. ELLSWORTH: M/ name is Getchen
Ellsworth. | live at 1852 Colunbia Road, N.W, in the

District of Colunbia, and | appreciate the opportunity
to testify here before this Conm ssion.

| am here on behalf of the H gh School
Boat house Coalition on the Potomac R ver, and so |
hope maybe | can be hel pful with sone of the questions
about the high school s.

You?ve already heard 2?2 well, let ne tell
you about the coalition first. The H gh School
Boat house Coalition cane together two years ago to
confront the loomng space crisis which you?ve been
heari ng about. It includes all 13 schools rowi ng on
the Potomac at Ceorgetown. The coalition has been

working intensely with the National Park Service, the
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universities, Quest Services, Incorporated, who wll
be building an additional boathouse possibly for the
singl es, as Frank Schl esi nger has sai d.

Personally, 17?ve worked for high school
Crew for years. I had two sons who rode at WIson
H gh. I?2m an officer of the 40-nenber National
Capitol Area Scholastic Row ng Association. l?2m a
nmenber of the Potomac Boat Club and its board. |2m an
active rower. | served on the Georgetown Waterfront
Commi ssion and its Boat house Commttee since 1997, and
have been active in pronoting increased care for and
use of the Anacostia River. |?ma perfect exanple of
the Crew parent who gets hooked and never goes away.
| ?2m up to ny eyeballs in high school Crew, but with
good reason.

As you?ve heard, | won?t dilate on what a
wonderful sport it is for Kkids, except just to say
that it is, and | think it brings new recruits into
the ranks of people, from the younger generations
especially, who really care about and are determ ned
to preserve our rivers. I think we can?t have too
much of that. W have wonderful rivers here in
Washi ngton, and we really need to nurture them

So, for the parents of rowers, it inspires

them to organize, fund and conduct Crew prograns at
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their schools, to eat and sleep Crew, and that?s why
you are hearing a |lot about this. The parents val ue
this program so much for their children that they are
willing to go to great lengths to support and help to
pronote it.

| wanted to say sonething about public
access as well. There?s a different kind of access,
the activity of Crew on our rivers is very, very
attractive to lots of spectators. People |love to just
sit on the banks of the river and watch Kkids
practicing in the norning or the afternoon, and they
love to cone down to races, where there?s a lot of
excitenment, a lot of liveliness. It?s very nmuch an
enhancenent of the waterfront, and it?s a special
charmof the Cty.

Rowing is actually a signature sport for
the Potomac, originating here in the 19" Century, and
you?ve heard that row ng has expanded greatly, row ng
denmands ready access to the water, obviously, and as
we?ve just heard it needs to acconmobdate these |arge
and fragile shells.

Erik Myers pointed out that interior
storage capacity on the Potomac has not seen any net
increases for alnost half a century, and now in

conjunction wth the planning for the Georgetown
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Waterfront Park concrete plans have been laid to neet
t he needs. The Georgetown University Boathouse is
actually the Iynch plan in noving the plans forward.

As | said, there are 13 high school
prograns, four collegiate prograns, and hundreds of
adults rowing as individuals or with clubs at the
Thonpson Boat Center, and at the Potomac Boat d ub.
M/ conservative estimate of the nunber of athletes
rowng on the Potomac is upwards of 1,500 people.
There are nore than 800 high school student athletes
alone, and | hope sone tine we?ll do a nore serious
count of that.

You know that there are several score of
shell s stored at Thonpson Boat Center in this insecure
and very tenporary outdoor space, and this nakeshift
hone wll be history when the Swedish Enbassy is
constructed in the next couple of years.

There is really a phased plan to try to
fit in all of the shells that are currently trying to
make use of the Potonac.

? departure is the first, as we?ve heard
sone 20 or 25 shells will go and begin to solve the
t enporary probl ens. Fol | owi ng Geor get own?s Boat house
devel opnent, it is planned that George Washington

University will be able to create a boat house near the
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Key Bridge, and that Guest Services, Incorporated, as
a concession a two, the National Park Service wll
create a new facility next to Jack?s Canoes for
singl es, doubles and possibly for canoes and kayaks as
wel | .

Then finally, nodest renovations that wll
expand capacity for these very |long, eight-person
shells, these 60-foot shells, in and onto the Thonpson
Boat Center w Il accomobdate indoors the remaining
shell's now stored outdoors.

And, | wanted to say one nore thing. |
have been involved with the Georgetown Waterfront
Comm ssion for five years, and | know that
Ceor get own?s pl anni ng has been subject to a great deal
of public scrutiny and discussion. Wen we started
t he Geor get own Wat er f r ont Comm ssi on Boat house
Commttee five years ago, the Canoe dub and sone
other participants actually were involved, and they
fell away rather quickly and have not been involved.
And, | think it?s wunfortunate that objections are
comng so |late.

Thank you for this opportunity.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Any guesti ons from the Conm ssi on?

Questions? M. O?Donnell? M. Brooks, since you have
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the m ke, do you have any questions?

MR BROKS: | did have one question, |
guess M. Don, is that correct?

MR. DON: Don, yes.

MR BROOKS: You nentioned that you have
been involved in, | guess, fund raising for the
boat house?

MR DON  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: You need to turn on
the m ke when you speak.

MR DON Yes, | have.

MR BROOKS: Are you at all famliar wth,
| guess it?s the Hoyas Unlimted website?

MR DON  Yes.

MR BROCKS: Can you comment on one of the
statenents there, that the great room fireplace and
bal cony are cited as excellent places for gatherings
of al umi ?

MR DON I?2mnot famliar with that, no.

MR BROCKS: kay.

Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Doctor Schuete, any
guestions? M. Brooks, could you give himthe m ke?

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Thank you.

M. Don, have you ever seen any fishernen
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sitting on that site fishing?

MR DON Wich site?

DOCTOR SCHUETE: The site that --

MR DON:. The proposed site or on the
river?

DOCTOR SCHUETE: ? the proposed site of
t he boat house, sitting on the shore there.

MR DON. | don?t exactly know if [?ve seen
fishermen right there, |I?mnot sure.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: What ?s t he rel evance?

DOCTOR SCHUETE: The rel evance is, he says
he?s never seen anyone there, | won?t state that | see
dozens and dozens of people there fishing, but | did.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Wl |, you can say that
when you testify.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Ckay.

The next question | have is, you nentioned
Boston universities have tanks, | mean, | thought you
nmenti oned that the Boston universities have tanks in
t he boat houses, can you please nane the boathouses in
Boston that have tanks in then?

MR DON. Of the top of ny head, |7?m not
sure which ones, but | know that there?s several, very
many of them in fact, all of the newest ones have

tanks built into them yes.
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DOCTOR SCHUETE: The Boston universities

have tanks built in them that?s what you are sayi ng?
MR DON: You nean BU, or do you nean ot her
uni versities in Boston?
DOCTOR SCHUETE: BU, Harvard.

MR DON I?2mnot famliar with Boston, BU,

DOCTOR SCHUETE:  What universities in
Boston are you famliar wth?

MR DON Nort heastern.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Does Northeastern have a
tank in it?

MR DON | believe it does. |?m not sure
whi ch ot her ones m ght.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Ckay.

MR DON But, | am famliar wth tanks
bei ng i n boat houses in Boston.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: I n Boston, okay.

Are you famliar with the concept of using
a pit to store the oar, so that the oar goes down into
a shaft so that you can put, say --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | don?t think M. Don
testified about that particular thing.

DOCTOR  SCHUETE: ? I?2m sorry, but he?s

famliar with boathouses in Boston, but | believe the
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| ady, and I?msorry, | forgot your narne.

M5. CONRADI : Melissa Conradi.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Yes, pl ease, Meli ssa.

M5. CONRADI: |I?m not famliar wth the
boat houses in Boston, so | don?t know.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Are you famliar with any
boat house that uses a pit at the end of the --

M5. CONRADI: No, |?m not.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Ckay.

Have you ever been in the University of
Pennsyl vani a Boat house?

M5. CONRADI: | have not been inside that
boat house, no.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Ckay.

And finally for the lady regarding the
Boat house Conmittee, do you recall the presentation in
7297 where the Boathouse Conmttee was assured by
Ceorgetown?s architects that the proposed boathouse
woul d not overwhel mthe Washi ngt on Canoe O ub?

M5. ELLSWORTH. | don?t renenber that
specifically.

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Ckay.

Thank you, no nore questions.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: M. Mopsi g, any

guestions? Ckay.
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Thank you all for com ng down tonight.

M5. CONRADI : Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Frederi ck Al en.
Garret Rasnussen. Joan MGough. Barbara Downs, 1is
Bar bara Downs here? Laura Handnman.

M. Alen, we?l|l start with you.

MR ALLEN. Good evening, Madam Chair and
Menbers of the Comm ssion. | 2ve given copies of ny
statenent to the clerk, so I?l just summarize sone of
t he points here.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you.

MR ALLEN:. | am Frederick Alen, of 3807
48" Street, N.W, in the District, and I?m here to
support Ceorgetown University?s request.

| 2m a nenber of the H gh School Boathouse
Coalition that has been previously described. | was,
for three years, Co-President of the Wodrow WI son
H gh School Crew Boosters O ub, the parents group that
supports the only D.C. public high school Gew I|7?ma
former rower nyself. | also consider nyself a strong
environment al i st.

| want to nmake two points. First, |
believe that this zoning proposal is appropriate and
in the public interest. The Potormac waterfront has

historically supported a variety of uses. At  one
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time, there were as nmany six boathouses along the
Ceorgetown stretch of the Potomac R ver. Qovi ousl vy,
the only place you can put a boathouse is along the
river, and the use of land, and you are nmaking a |and
use decision for boathouses, is appropriate and in the
public interest. | think we?ve had quite a bit of
testinony to that effect this evening.

And, nmuch has been made, M. Schl esinger
talked about the plan for a nunber of different
boat houses that all need to be built along the Potonac
in order that the users be accommodated, and | stress
t hat each one of these has to cone into being in order
for the plan to work. And, soneone said, could this
boat house of Georgetown be noved sonewhere else?
Well, sonme of the other places are being actively
consi dered for boathouse space, as has been previously
descri bed.

The second point, some citizens have
lately seized wupon this zoning decision as an
opportunity to try and stop this boathouse, wthout
the interests of the full range of park users in mnd.

And, their objections | don?t think are sufficient to
deny the request for zoning that has been made.

Thi s boat house woul d be a reasonabl e size.

I[t?s not giant. It would be non-polluting. It
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doesn?t create any regular vehicular traffic on the
site, only occasional service vehicles. The dock
doesn?t get in the way of other river users. Several
people have talked about the Boathouse Row in
Phi | adel phia where you can literally junp from one
boat dock, to the next club, to the next university.
They are very close together. They manage quite well.

So, | urge the Commi ssion to approve the
request for rezoning to permt Georgetown University
to build this boathouse.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Allen.

M. Rasnussen.

MR RASMUSSEN. Thank you, Chairman Mtten.

| represent St. Al ban?s Cew program
actually, the conbined Cathedral Crew?s Rowi ng J ub.
| 2m al so a resident of Georgetown where |?ve |ived for
25 years. I?m also a rower, and a canoest, and |
bi cycle to work, bicycled down here today. | used the
Crescent Trail.

To me, well, first of all, to speak for
St. A ban?s, the St. Al ban?s School and our row ng
program the nost inportant thing that can happen is
to solve the problem of the shortage of space for

boat s. There is no other solution for the high
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schools. There?s no other site. W proposed putting
a second boathouse for high schools further down in
the area of the park that you heard people tal k about
earlier, and it provoked trenmendous opposition from
our nei ghbors in Georgetown.

The only way to make this work is to have
the high schools in Thonpson?s Boathouse, to nove
Georgetown out, and to nove GW out. O herwi se, the
boat house site that?s north of Key Bridge, just
upstream of Key Bridge, is too small for high school
shells. It can only acconmodate singles.

| also want to comment on the process,
because this has been a process that?s taken a |ong
tinme. It?s reached out to all nenbers of the
conmuni ty. It was contentious in the beginning, even
bet ween sone of ny neighbors, I?ve lived in Georget own
for 27 years now, and sone of ny best friends were
opposed to having a high school boathouse anywhere
close to that new park that?s going to be built. So,
we worked out a conpromse, and as M. Starrels said,
if you can get a conproni se anong people in CGeorgetown
on something like this it?s really worth thinking
seriously about and trying not to disrupt, especially
when high school students will be the losers in this

program not GCeorgetown, Georgetown will be able to
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stay at Thonpson?s, but the high schools will be the
| osers.

And, St. Al ban?s is not just a bunch of
rich, elite kids, it?s a diverse school, and there?s a
di verse nunber of people that row at St. Al ban?s, and
peopl e have been exposed to that river, including ny
son, who mght not otherw se have been exposed to the
river, and | think that?s so inportant to keep goi ng.

Envi r onnent al concerns, I row every
nmorning. | think I hold the record for the nost nmles
rode in a year on the Potonmac River, which ny wfe
al ways says i s bragging but |I?mproud of it.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Wel |, congratul ati ons.

MR RASMUSSEN: The boat houses don?t

pollute the river. | fish off the Potomac Boat house
dock. I?m a nenber of the Potomac Boat Cub, and
there?s plenty of fish, [?2ve caught <catfish and

everyt hing el se.

As | think Erik or one of us conmented,
the blue herons sit on our dock, the geese sit on the
dock. It?s wonderful. |If nore people can get exposed
to the river, if nore people can wander down into that
Ceorgetown Boat house and get exposed to the river
that?s great for the public, and | strongly support

this.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

92
Not hi ng against the Canoe dub, | think

it?s great also, and | think we all need to share the
river, we all need to conpromse and we all need to
ook out for what?s the public good and not our
selfish interests.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you.

Ms., isit MGaw, |I?msorry?

M5, MeQGOUGH M CGough.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: McGough, |?m sorry.
Ckay, would you turn on your mcrophone for us and
state your name and address for the record?

M5. McGOUGH As you can see, |?m not used
to testifying here. Good evening, Mdam Chairnman and
Menbers of the Zoning Conm ssion. M/ nane is Joan
M Gough. My husband and | have lived in Georgetown
for nearly 20 years. W are nenbers of the Ctizens
Associ ation of GCeorgetown, the GCeorgetown Business
Associ ation, and often attend the ANC neetings and
occasionally have attended the neetings of the
Georgetown Waterfront Conmm ssion. In other words, we
take an active and inforned role in our comunity.

| am here tonight to express ny strong
support for Georgetown University?s Boathouse and to
urge the Zoning Conm ssion to approve this project.

My husband and | are walkers. W walk into the
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Georgetown business district nearly every day for
| unch or shoppi ng. VW often walk along the toe path
and the Capital Crescent Trail. It is one of the
things that we |ove about Georgetown, being able to

walk to restaurants, shops, and the pristine nature

trails along the waterfront, all in an afternoon.
The university?s boathouse wll nake a
beautiful addition to CGeorgetown?s waterfront. It is

to the university?s credit that the site where the
boat house will sit wll still be accessible to the
public unlike, I mght add, the Wshi ngton Canoe C ub
which has put up an ugly chain link fence around its
property, and which, therefore, limts the public?s
use of the waterfront at that site.

l?2d like to also add that the Canoe d ub

is really a ness. It keeps all of its boats and cars
and stuff in that chain link fence. It?s really an
eyesore when you walk along the trail. [1t?s as though

it has outgrown its space, and so just piles its junk
in its backyard for anyone wal king along to see. I
don?t understand how they can get away with it, they
are limting the public?s use of the area and keeping
their property in such a disgraceful way.

It seens to ne that the Canoe Cub is just

bei ng sel fish. It has had that area of the river al
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to itself for so long, and now it has created all
these issues to keep Georgetown University out. The
river belongs to everyone. If you look at the river
at Thonpson?s, you see how everyone shares it, and the
Canoe Cub should learn to do the sane thing in that
area of the river.

Pl ease don?t be fooled by self-notivated
opposi tion. The community of Georgetown is solidly
behind the wuniversity?s boathouse. It will be a
lovely addition to our waterfront. Please approve it.

The A d GCeorgetown Board, the Fine Arts
Comm ssion, the ANC2E and the Georgetown Waterfront
Comm ssi on has endorsed the boat house.

Now, this gentleman, | guess he?s fromthe
Canoe O ub, what about people standing and | ooking at
the river, at that point, you can?t get down into it,
believe ne, | tried. | have arteriosclerosis in ny
legs, and | do get tired walking, so I?m |ooking for
sonepl ace where | can sit, a rock, or anything, you
can?t even get down to it to sit on a rock. | tried,
and | thought, well, maybe if | can get near the
water, | tried to get near the water and that?s when |
cane to the chain link fence, and | could not believe
ny eyes. | mean, the place needs painting, it is just

? 1t?s a disgrace that you cannot get near the water.
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CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al right, any other

t hought s about the Georget own Boat house?

M5. McGEOUGH GCh, any other thoughts? |
think it?s a wonderful idea.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al'l right, thank you.

Ms. Handnan.

M5. HANDVAN. Thank you. M/ nane is Laura
Handman. | want to point out that the rowers are up
|ate and then they have to get up early again, sone of
them have to get up the next norning again. So, it is
sinply not possible to say that they could go anywhere
el se but then the place nost convenient to Wlson, to
Sidwell Friends, to GCeorgetown Day, to Georgetown
Visitation, to St. A ban?s, NCS, and all the other
schools, as well as a nunber of Mryland school s that
use the Thonpson?s waterfront as well. So, |
associate ny comments with all that have gone before
it in strong support of this elegant solution to allow
t he high school boaters to really take over Thonpson?s
and nove the collegiate rowers to other |ocations, and
| eave the waterfront under the design of the
Waterfront Conmi ssion, a beautiful park with a |ot of
open space as wel | .

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you.

Any questions from the Comm ssion? Any
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guesti ons?

M. O?Donnell? Doctor Schuete?

DOCTOR SCHUETE: Yes, for the St. Al ban?s
and the Sidwel|l Boosters and coaches, what do you plan
to do with your boats with the Swedish Enbassy site
di sappearing and GU noving out 25 of their boats, what
are you going to do with the other 50 boats in that
interim before GV is built and before the proposed
singl es and doubles facility is built?

MR RASMUSSEN. Can | answer that one for
St. Al ban?s?

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Sure.

MR RASMUSSEN. Any boat, if we can just
get one, or two, or three boats, in that space, that?s
an inprovenent. No, we can?t get 50 in, that shows
you how much a shortage of space there is. Any
i nprovenent would be so significant, if we could have
five shells, that would be five tines eight, 40 Kkids
that could row that otherw se woul dn?t row.

| don?t know how big the nenbership is of
the Canoe O ub, but that?s a |ot of high school kids.

M5. HANDVMAN. | can only say that we?ve
been on the waiting list for space for a long tine.
W only have two boats, and we would very nuch like to

be able to have a third, but we can?t get the space,
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and that is a significant problem | think there may
be sone tenporary storage, but that?s all there is,
and it will be a hodgepodge and a fight probably for
space.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

Anyt hi ng el se? M. Mopsig?

MR MOPSIG Yes, just one quick one for
M. Alen. You nentioned park users, do you consider
peopl e who go along the C&) Canal to be park users?

MR ALLEN Yes, they are park users anong
t he many ot hers.

MR MOPSIG GCkay, and you think they are
of equal i nportance?

MR ALLEN: W are all created equal.

MR MOPSI G Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Coul d | answer that
guesti on?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: No, he directed it to
M. Alen.

| think M. Brooks wants the m ke.

MR, BROCKS: Just a quick question for the,
| guess, coach at St. Alban?s, is that correct?

MR RASMUSSEN. |I?m not really a coach, |?m
a | awyer.

MR BROCKS: kay.
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CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: But, he rows a | ot.

MR BROOKS: | was going to refer to himas
t he | ongest rower.

MR. RASMUSSEN: | need better technique to
be a coach.

MR BROCKS: Al right.

You had nmentioned at the end of your
statenent that we all need to conprom se.

MR RASMUSSEN:. Correct.

MR BROOKS: And, | think | understand how
the Canoe Cub is being asked to conprom se, and |
think I know how the C&  Canal toe path folks are
being asked to conpromse, | know how the Capital
Crescent Trail folks are being asked to conproni se,
what | don?t know is how Ceorgetown University is
being asked to conpromse with the building they are
putting up. Can you answer that?

MR RASMUSSEN: Yes, | can elaborate on
t hat .

First of all, it?s swapping valuable
parkland that?s actually nmuch nore inportant to the
envi ronnent upstream to get the space. Second, it?s
giving up Thonpson?s so the high school rowers can go
in. Third, it?s spending about $15 mllion, which is

not an insignificant sum So, | think Georgetown has
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done a lot to conprom se, but |?m nore concerned about
t he high school conpromses, and | can tell you, we?ve
conprom sed, and we?ve conpromsed a lot, and 12d like
to see sone ot her people conprom se.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Anything else, M. Brooks? Al right.

Thank you all.

Maurice, | think it mght be Stucke, Tracy
Irvin, John Wells, we?ll try again with John Wlls.
Shafer Bonstein, and since we have a bunch of folks
from Sidwell 1I?m just going to caution you again, we
don?t want a lot of redundant testinony, so please be
m ndful of that.

Wiy don?t you go ahead and get started,
while they take their seats. Wul d you turn on the
m ke for us?

MR STUCKE: Is it on now?

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Yes.

MR, STUCKE: Thank you.

My nanme is Maurice Stucke. | live at 5440
30" Place, Washington, D.C. I ?2m a 1987 graduate of
CGeorgetown University. I?2m also a nmenber of the
Audubon Society, and | have been a nenber of the

Sierra d ub.

| urge you to vote in favor of the
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pr oposal . | think it?s appropriate and in the public
interest, and | would just like to raise five points.

The first is, | think you?ve heard
testinony tonight, as well as last time, that row ng
benefits to the community and to the individual, how
it?s environmentally harnonious, and | don?t think
that?s really being disputed today.

The second point, | think you?ve heard a
consi derabl e anobunt of testinony about the need for a
boat house, and | don?t think anyone is really
disputing that as well, particularly, the overcrowding
at Thonpson?s, you heard from M. Myers about when
the | ast boat house was built, and you just heard from
the previous panel, from Sidwell Friends, of how |ong
you are on a waiting list to get a boat, and that?s
going to deny people who want to row the opportunity
to row

The third is, you?ve heard testinony about
t he boat house benefits to the comunity and to the
individuals, not only the people that enjoy seeing
rowing as a spectator sport, but also the benefits to
the high school prograns that are currently basically
space constrai ned at Thonpson?s.

So, the key issues | think for you are the

fourth and fifth, which the fourth is the |ocation of
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t he boat house. Now, there?s sone who mght say that
parkland is parkland, and you can?t build an outhouse
on it, or you can?t build a boathouse on it, and I
think you have to weigh a little bit what?s been goi ng
on here. This is sonething that?s been aired for
gquite some time. The swap agreenent was published in

the Federal Register, | think it was tw ce, and you?ve

heard testinmony about the benefits from having this
swap.

So, the fifth issue really is the scale of
this boathouse, and | think there?s sonme debate as to
t hat . This is not an issue, though, where you are
having a boat house that?s going to have a restaurant,
that?s going to be subletting it to |ike MDonal d?s or
the like, | nmean this is going to be used for a
program and the space is being used for that purpose.

And, wth respect to the row ng tanks,
this is sonething that is part of a boathouse, and
there was a question about, is there any boathouse
that has rowng tanks in Boston. | just know from ny
own personal experience that MT had one back in 1986
when we slept on the floor of the MT boat house.

So, | think overall if you consider these
five points, it is appropriate and is in the public

interest, and | urge you to vote in its favor.
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Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you, M. Stucke.

| lost nmy witness |lost tenporarily.

Ms. Irvin. Cnh, I?2msorry, would you turn
on your mke for us?

M5. BOMSTEIN. H, |?m Shafer Bonstein, and
| live at 1843 Sudberry Lane in Wshington, obviously,
and I?2m a rower for Sidwell, which is a high school
that rows out of Thonpson?s, and |I?m also a nenber of
the Sierra AQub, and | just have to say that rowing is
ny passion, and that this building of the Georgetown
Boat house woul d just be amazing for the high schools,
if we could get, you know, just |ike others have said,
just a few boats into that boat house.

And, | would also just like to say that I
would love to see Ceorgetown have the opportunity,
i ke other schools, other colleges, to have their own
boat house. | have visited nmany colleges, and it woul d
just be so beneficial for their rowing team and |
just think that all of the high schools would just so
support this boathouse, and even the possibility of
anot her boathouse for the singles to give us nore
space.

Just | totally support this boathouse.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: W kind of got that.
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Thank you.

M5. BOVSTEIN. That?s all | have to say.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Wl s.

MR VELLS: CGood evening, ny nane is John
Wl ls, 5300 Cushing Place, N.W, Wshington, D.C, and
| conme before you as a parent representing ny children
and ot her children who cannot be here tonight.

M witten statenment |ays out the fornal
argunent about why we need a new boathouse on the
Pot omac Ri ver, about the hundreds of high school kids
who will |ose the chance to row if we do not get this
boat house built, and get it built soon.

| have raised three daughters in the
District of Colunbia. They attended the public high
schools here. Two of them graduated from WIson Hi gh
School, one of them rowed for four years in WIson
H gh School ?2s CGrew program This is a tine when there
is a lot of lanentation about the grow ng obesity of
our nation?s children. Everyone agrees that we need
to give our children nore opportunities for
recreational activity. This is your opportunity to do
so.

| 2ve always thought that athletics, not
only inproves nuscle tone, it also inproves the tone

of our character. Athletics forces us to confront the
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l[imts of the possible, and to extend those limts
beyond what we thought was possi bl e.

M/ daughter who rowed at WIson, was a
skinny kid, not naturally athletic. There were nany
ti mes when she thought she could not do sonething, but
her teammates and her coaches encouraged her to go
beyond what she thought her Ilimts were. Thi s
daughter graduated from college a year ago, and she
has been teaching for the past year in a 6" grade
class in a lowincone part of North Carolina wth
Teach For Ameri ca. The lessons she learned on the
Potomac River, of pushing herself beyond what she
t hought she was capable of doing, have stood her in
good stead during her challenging first year as a
t eacher.

| want every child who has that desire to
test her limts to have the sane opportunities that ny
daughter did. Do not foreclose that opportunity.

| urge the Commission to approve this
application, so that the 800 school children who row
on the Potomac will continue to have that opportunity,
and so that hundreds of others who follow in their
wakes wi || have the sane opportunity.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Wells.
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Any questions for the panel? Any

guesti ons?

M. OrDonnel | ? Wwo has the mke, M.
Brooks, any questions? Doctor Schuete? M. Mpsig?

Al right, thank you, and are you one of
the seniors who just finished their exans?

M5. BOVSTEIN: |I?ma junior.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ch, a junior, well you
are done now anyway. So, have a nice summer.

Anna  Thonpson, Barbara Thonpson, M .
Tarone, Meredith Peterson. Anyone else who would |ike
to testify in support cone forward. Let ?s have the
gentleman in the back and M. Braunohler and one of
these gentlemen over here, and we?l| have another
panel in a mnute.

Dd you turn in your wtness cards?
Pl ease. Oh, you have to fill them out yet? W are
going to just let M. Taronme fill out his wtness
cares, so either of you gentlemen can go ahead and
start.

MR, BRAUNCHLER: (Good eveni ng. M/ nane is
Bob Braunohl er. | am a parent at Sidwell Friends
School, and a former oarsman, former coach, and very
interested in finding a hone for high school row ng on

t he Pot omac R ver.
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You?ve seen ne in this seat before as an
applicant before this Conm ssion. Tonight | conme as a
supporter of another applicant, and |I?m very concerned
about the process that | see.

In ny view, the process of an applicant
for rezoning should be sonething that?s |ogical,
predi ct abl e, has sone reasonable endpoint, sone
reasonabl e begi nni ng.

Ceorgetown has played by all the rules.
Ceorgetown has been at this process since 1997.
They?ve gone through, in that six-year period, a very
contentious planning process wth the Georgetown
Waterfront Commssion, with the ANC, with the dd
CGeorgetown Board, wth a whole series of other
parties.

The recently unveiled ©plan for the
Georgetown Waterfront Park was not easily reached,
there was a lot of conpromse, and that?s been
referred to tonight.

W followed a rational st ep- by-step

pr ocess. W have, and | say we, | nean the boating
conmuni ty, I nmean t he Geor get own Wat er f r ont
Conm ssion, | mnean all the volunteers who put in

t housands of man hours neeting in Georgetown church

basenents over the |ast six years, have done a |ot of
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work, and in all that tinme the Canoe Cub didn?t say a
peep. There wasn?t a word fromthe Canoe d ub.

W now, at the 11" hour, are encountering
argunments of such environmental frivolity that | can
hardly repeat themwith a straight face. | think that
if this Commission is to try to maintain sone
credibility in the larger comunity, it really would
make a nockery of everything that?s gone on in the
|ast six years, if the opponents coments that you
hear to this rezoning were given any serious weight.
And, 1?m very concerned about that. I[t?s just not
fair, it?s not right, and if it were to happen in this
case it could happen to nme, and | wouldn?t want it to
happen to ne.

I[t?s not ? it?s just not right. | would
ask the opponents of this rezoning three questions.
Do they really want Georgetown University to build
this boathouse on their own property a mle upstreanf
Do they really want to prevent the realization of the
CGeorgetown Waterfront Park, the conversion of ten
acres of pavenent into green space? Do they really
want to unravel six years of negotiations? | think
any reasonable person would say the answers to all
t hose questions have to be no.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.
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M. Tarone, are you ready? kay, well,
we?l | have anot her gentlenman go then.

Go ahead.

MR THOWSON. My nane is Dodge Thonpson,
and in the interest of tinme 1211 depart from ny
witten notes. | live at 2808 34" Place, and for nost
of 23 years I?2ve lived in the District it?s been in
CGeor get own.

| have two perspectives. Ohe is as a
professional architectural and art historian. I 2m
Executive CQurator at the National @Gllery, wth
speci al i nterest and practice in Victorian
architecture. I?2ve also been involved wth two
hi ghl y-rel evant conservation and preservation projects
over the years. M brother is the architect of record
of the lynch pin of the Philadel phia Boat house Row,
that is the Philadel phia Water Wrks. | have been an
official consultant for that since 1975, and | know
Doctor Schuete had several questions conparatively
about that facility and | wanted to answer those
guestions to the best of ny ability.

Secondly, | was involved wth putting
together the historic programin 1979 for the |argest
riverside urban waterfront devel opnent, which is the

South Street Seaport in Mnhattan, many of which of
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t hose plans have been thought may be hel pful for sone
i nsights about this project which I very nmuch support.

In ternms of the Philadel phia Boathouse
Row, anyone could go on the ? website, where it is
very clearly recorded, and see what that facility,
that ensenble of historic buildings looks like. It is
approximately 1,500 feet long, and it is basically,
the buildings are basically contiguous and conti nuous.

Thus, the dock space for all intents and purposes is
1,500 feet long. The proposal that Georgetown has put
forward is a small fraction of that, let there be no
m st ake about it.

Simlarly, it is ? those boathouses, which
| know well for the four years that | rode out of
t hose boathouses, is a continuous ? really contiguous
screen. Yes, there are occasional glinpses of
sunlight, but because the racks of the boats and the
trailers are parked between the boathouses it really
is a continuous screen w thout access to the river.

Anot her point that has come up, there are
many larger collegiate boathouse facilities in the
country, Harvard and Princeton both have much |arger
facilities, the University of Wsconsin is currently
building a facility that?s, | believe, 52,000 square

feet, vastly larger than GCeorgetown. Geor get own
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conpetes with all of these schools.
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: W need you to

sunmari ze your final thoughts because you are about of

tinme.

MR THOWPSON: Ckay.

Anyway, as a professional architectural
historian, | think the building is very attractive. |

applaud the architects for breaking it into three
divisions, to nmake it less large, less obtrusive. The
| argest building on Boathouse Row in Philadelphia is
49 feet tall as | wunderstand it, considerably taller
than the building that is being proposed, and |
support this building. It |looks terrific.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M.
Thonpson.

We?l | take you on the end.

MR HALL: My nane is Richard Hall. | live
at 3244 Chestnut Street, N W, Wshington, D C | ?2ve
been a D.C. resident for 27 years. | 2ve had three
children graduate from Wodrow WIlson H gh School. M
wife is an English teacher at Wodrow WIson Hgh
School, and ny last child, bless her soul, decided to
r Ow. I, nyself, rowed. And, she is a rising senior
at WIson, she?s rode since she was a 9" grader at

Dale Junior Hgh School, and | can tell you that
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rom ng does the sane thing, sports do the sane thing
for wonmen that it does for nen. | don?t know why we
didn?t realize that when we were younger. It makes
them disciplined, it nmakes them mature, it nakes them
steady, and getting the nore students we can in the
D.C. systeminto any sport is an inportant step ahead
for the life of our children.

| have also rowed, |I?ve sailed, |?ve
canoed on the river. | think that this stretch of the
river is a finer use of urban river than is available
in New York, where | was born, and raised, and
educated. It?s finer than the use in Paris. W have,
| think, one the gens of a major city in the world, a
m xture of the natural and the urban.

And, precisely at the heart of that, is a
non- not ori zed, any non-notorized sport. That
i ncl udes, obviously, paddling, but it also includes
rowing. Rowing has been going on in this stretch, in
a nuch nore intense basis, in the last century. You
heard the testinony about nore boathouses. So, we are
not attenpting to overtax the system by building the
Ceor get own Boat house.

I?m also a nenber of the Cew ? High
School Crew Coalition. You heard from one person

testifying, and | second what Bob Braunohler said,
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this is a carefully crafted approach to bring high
schools in the D.C. area, including Wodrow WIson
which has a very successful, large row ng program
public high school in D.C., by the way not supported
by the D.C Public Schools, it?s supported all by
parents.

This Georgetown Boathouse, on its own
right is fine, and as a necessary step toward the
protection and growh of high school rowing is
necessary.

Thank you very mnuch.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

M. Tarone, | think we are ready for you.
Wul d you turn on your mcrophone for ne?

MR HALL: Ch, ma?am | submtted ny 2 |
submtted witten coments.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you. Thank you.

MR TAROVE: Thank you for allowing nme to
speak.

| was particularly inpressed by the Deputy
Chai rman?s, | think, questions that went to the public
interest in the District of Colunbia, so let ne see if
I can address what I was thinking to you,
specifically.

| started rowng at GCeorgetown in 1963,
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and at that time CGeorgetown had a puppy program the

Crew had been non-existent until the late ?50s. And,
in 1963 it was still a sport that had a budget of
about $2,000 a year for Ceorgetown. The coaches were
all volunteer. And, | think one of the proudest
nonents we had at Georgetown was the boat that we
purchased in 263. W naned it after one of our
alumi, who was one of the first Arny Captains killed
in Vietnam

Barbara Missey, who is now deceased, was
at that tine in nedical school, and Frank Barrett,
thanks to the sacrifices they nade GCeorgetown Crew
went on, and they got up every norning at 5:00, they
coached the Crew, they weren?t paid for it, and
sonebody picked up the freshnen in the afternoon.

In 1966, the Crew was fortunate enough to
come across Tony Johnson, and Tony applied for a job
that didn?t pay, and he had a lot of conpetition for
the job and he accepted the position. In order to
make ends neet, he drove a taxicab. Hs talent was
such that Yale took note of sonething and dragged him
up to Yale, we lost Tony. He eventually canme back.

But, | can tell you that the people that
have cone through Georgetown?s rowi ng program are

people that you would be proud of and that you would
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enj oy. If Barbara Missey was here today, | think
you?d really like hearing him because he had a dream
that | recall back in 9263, which was to put a
boat house where there?s currently a restaurant, right
al ongside of Thonpson Boat Center, it wused to be
Mal oney Concrete. And, at that tine he had an
opportunity to buy that land for $75,000, which was a
vast sum he coul dn?t come up with.

Ceorget own?s dream of a boat house started
in 1963, and | can tell you if you can think of a
sport that?s nore broad based than Crew | think it
would be difficult. This sport reaches out to
everybody, and it isn?t just the 6 foot, 10 athlete,
it?s ladies, it?s nen, and it?s a character building
sport, and the people who have rowed in it, as you can
see, are people who feel a great passion, and |I?m sure
there will cone a tinme when the people of the Canoe
Cub will conme around, and they may even give up
canoei ng and becone oarsnen

So, | certainly hope that you?ll accept
t he proposal that?s been nmade, but | particularly want
to tell you that if CGoose was here you?d here a couple
of startling things out of Goose, but if it wasn?t for
Barbara Missey there wouldn?t be a Cew, or Frank

Barrett, or other people who have nmade enornous
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sacrifices.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Tarone.

Any questions for this panel? Any
guesti ons?

M. OzDonnel | ? Doctor Schuete? M.
Mopsi g? M. Brooks?

Al right, thank you all for hanging in
there with us this evening.

| think we have one nore panel of persons
in support, so anyone |left over please cone and take a
seat at the table.

Wiy don?t we just start here on ny |left
and we?ll work our way down the table, since | don?t
know of your nanes yet.

MR UNGERLEI DER: 1% name s Jim
Ungerleider, and 1?m here representing Georgetown
Visitation Crew Program | 2ve been involved with the
Ceorgetown Visitation Crew Program for seven years.
| 2ve got two daughters who row at Visitation. [ 2m
also on the Board of Trustees at Visitation, and |
won?t go into repeating a lot of the points before
about the inpact on high school Gew | wll tell you
alittle bit about Visitation?s CGrew. It has grown to

be the nost popular sport at the school. It?s had a
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very positive inpact on the students. Many of the
students have gone on to college and benefitted
greatly fromthe program fromthe O ew program

It?s been very difficult over the |[ast
decade to accommobdate the program however, because of
the constraints on the river and the access that?s
required for the equipnment and the space for the
equi prent has been |limted. As a result, our program
has had to break into nultiple practices over the
course of the day, about 50 percent of the program has
to get up at 4:30 in the norning in order to be able
to get on the river and use the Iimted equi prent that
we have, so that the other half of the program can go
in the afternoon.

So, as has been said by a |ot of people,
the ability of Georgetown to build this boathouse is
critical, as a key step in the chain of events that
will allow high school CGrew to get nore access to the
river and support the many children that are
interested in participating in the sport.

The other observation 1?21 nmake is that
the boathouse design, as it?s proposed, and the
| ocation are very consistent with, and certainly not
nore elaborate than, the boathouses that many other

col l eges, universities and Crew prograns have built in
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Phi | adel phia and Boston, as nentioned. l?2m famliar
with the Harvard Boat house, the Princeton Boathouse,

the Boston University, and the scattering of

boat houses along the Charles R ver in Boston, | think
what ?s going on here in Georgetown will | ook very much
like that. And, the use of the river, the access to

the river in these other places, the attractiveness of
the river, has actually been enhanced by the
boat houses that are there, and | believe that the same
is going to happen here with the boathouse as it?s
been desi gned by CGeorget own.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

| just want to ask, M. Braunohler, we
need two witness cards fromyou. Have you handed them
in? Can you work with the reporter?

And, Ms. Bonstein, if she?s still here, he
doesn?t have cards for you either.

Pl ease, go ahead.

M5. DOMS: Hello, |7?m Barbara Downs, and
l?2m Vice Chair of the Ceorgetown  \Waterfront
Conmi ssi on. The Chair of the Conmm ssion, Senator
Charles Purcey, has held that post since 1997 when the
Conm ssion began neeting, public neetings, and I
bel i eve Senator Purcey has witten a letter that

should be on file with the Zoni ng Conm ssi on.
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CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN: Yes.

V5. DOMNS: The Georgetown \Waterfront
Conm ssion is an open community forum that?s been
nmeeting since 1997. It?s open to all ? anybody who is
interested in seeing a waterfront park built at the
foot of Wsconsin Avenue.

Mbst of the issues that have been
di scussed here have Dbeen discussed Dbefore the
Comm ssion and also before the ANC Geor get own
University has gone through an extensive, ten-year
approval process. Most, you know, the environnental
guestions, the siting questions, they?ve hired a
di stingui shed architect, Steven Mise, to design the
handsone boathouse in the shingle style of late 19"
Century, which echoes the great boathouses on the
Charl es and Schuykill Rivers.

The boat house desi gn was approved
enthusiastically by ANC2E in Septenber of 2001, and
subsequently by the dd GCeorgetown Board and the
Comm ssion of Fine Arts. Al of these issues were
di scussed nunerous times at regular public neetings
over the years at the Waterfront Conm ssion. These
bi -monthly neetings were held at St. John?s Church in
Georgetown. They were advertised in |ocal papers, and

were attended by citizens fromthe entire nmetropolitan
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area, including a healthy representation of residents
from Maryland and Virginia. Attendees were encouraged
to sign up for the mailing list and to receive mnutes
and notices of future neetings.

l?m hoping that you and the other
Conmi ssioners will see this magnificent boathouse as
the result of a process involving the entire community
over a six-year period, and will agree to the zoning
requi renents necessary to allow the university to nove
ahead with its plans.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Sir?

MR FOLEY: Good evening. M nane is Dave
Fol ey, and for the past five years |?ve been the Head
Rowi ng Coach at Ganzaga H gh School here in the
D strict. | ?2m sure you?ve all heard enough tonight
about space and how cranped everyone is, especially
the high schools, so I?m not going to continue wth
that. But, | would like to talk about space a little
bit differently, hopefully.

A few weeks ago when we had the neeting
here, Georgetown had the pictures up of the boathouse,
and everybody, it |ooked |arge conpared with the other
ones, and | thought it |ooked pretty big. One of the

things | thought about, though, and when you look in
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conparison wth the square footage of ot her
boat houses, Thonpson?s, Potonmac, the Canoe dub, it
has a lot, it?s much bigger. I  think Thonpson?s
square footage is 10,000 square feet. | can?t tell you
what the Canoe Cub is, nor Potomac Boat O ub. But,
one of the things that those other sites don?t
i nclude, and the opponents of this boathouse are going
to say, well, look at how big this Georgetown site is,
wel |, nobody at Thonpson?s in their 10,000 square feet
i ncludes the conmpound, which is probably tw ce the
size of Thonpson?s. That?s a pretty big facility
then. The conpound, of course, is that area where, |
guess it was a concrete plant at one point, or a
| oadi ng dock of sonme sort, where all of the boats are
stored outside.

At Potomac Boat Cdub, they store boats
outside. That?s not included in the square footage.
At the Washington Canoe dub, they, too, store
equi pment outside, and that isn?t included in their
square footage. | can?t tell you the amount of use or
the anount of area that?s at the Wshington Canoe
Cl ub, or even at Potonac, but at Thompson?s, if you go
down there you can see that the building footprint is
relatively small conpared to the square footage that

i s used.
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Ceorgetown is trying to build a facility
here that?s going to be able to enconpass their entire
program They are not |ooking for sone add ons on the
side. They are not |looking to have to build a chain
link fence around sonething to protect the equipnent
that they need to |eave outside because they don?t
have a facility inside. Mst of these facilities are
also closed to the public, wth the exception of
Thonpson?s and Jack?s, public places that you can rent
equi prent on the whole Potomac River. That seens
ridi cul ous. The Canoe Club has a fence around it,
Potomac is |ocked. Shouldn?t we be trying to open up
this space? Georgetown is willing to open the area,
| et you walk down to the river. People who want to go
fishing on the dock of Georgetown would be nuch better
served to do that than to traipse through the words
that are full of garbage.

Thank you very mnuch.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Fol ey.

Ma2anf

V. SCHLESI NGER: M/ nane is Dr aga
Schl esinger, and I?m a resident on the waterfront at
the Flower MII Condom nium and |?m representing all
the neighbors on the waterfront at the Flower MII.

W use the Crescent Trail daily. W wal k our dogs,
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ride our bikes on it, and | just wanted to be in
support of 2 all of wus are in support of this
wonder ful new desi gned boat house for Georgetown, and
it will be a happy addition conpared to what?s there
right now with the Canoe d ub.

| have photos of this going by the Canoe
Club, with all the garbage, all the chain link fence,
no trespassing, and | would like to submt these
photos to you for observance.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you.

Any questions fromthe Conmm ssion.

M. OvDonnel | ? Doctor Schuete? M.
Mopsi g?

Gve those to the staff, please. Thank
you.

M. Brooks, any questions?

Al right, thank you both.

kay, last call, persons in support.

Ckay, we?re going to take a little break
here at this point, and 1?2d like to see a show of
hands of people who are planning on testifying in
opposition tonight, so |I can get a sense of how many
peopl e we have.

Ckay, before we take our break, what [|2d
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like to do is ask the parties to consider ? we usually
take parties and then persons, 1?2d like you to
consider allowing the persons to go first because |?m
not sure we?l|l get through everything tonight, but
we?ll get ? at least we won?t have as nany people
making a return trip if they don?t want to. So, give
that some thought during the break and we?l| be back
in ten m nutes.

(Whereupon, at 9:09 p.m, a recess unti
9:27 p.m)

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Pl ease cone to order,
we?2d |ike to continue the hearing.

Al right, 1?ve been informed that the
parties in opposition are going to ? have agreed to
| et the persons in opposition testify before them and
what we?d like to do is, | think we?ll wuntil around
10: 30, and then we?l| see how nmany persons we have
left at that point, if any, and we may go a little bit
beyond 10:30 if we can wap up that segnent. And, if
not, we?l |l just have to have a few people carry over

So, let ne begin, and | just want to
remnd you again to be courteous to those testifying,
even if you disagree with their opinion.

Chi sol m MAvoy. Bob Morris. Jim Ross.

Jay Carver. Jay is not here? kay. Pat Heringa.
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M. MAvoy, whenever you are ready. State
your name and address for the record.

MR MAVOY: Chisol m McAvoy, 4418 G eenw ch
Par kway, N W, Washington, D.C

As a quick aside, 1?2d call for sone
civility here, probably on all our parts. The
Washi ngton Canoe Cub is an historic building. e
have work parties twice a year. Anybody who wants to
hel p paint is welcone to cone.

| ?m a proud defender of Potomac River
parkl and. |7?ve engaged in various uses of the Potonac
River and its environs for over 45 years. | have
sailed, swm rowed on the first OGN Rowing Team in
1956, paddled the river, and have run and wal ked al ong
its shoreline C& ) Canal toe path. | ?2m the current
Commodore of the National Yacht Cub, a nenber of the
Washi ngton Canoe C ub, Potomac Peddlers Touring dub
and the C&0O National Park Bicycle Toe Path Patrol.

| 2m pl eased to appear before this Zoning
Conm ssi on. Thank you all for this opportunity to
bring the clear light of day to the mtter of
Ceor get own Uni versity Boat house.

Construction of this oversized private
facility on national parkland will dramatically alter

the current natural state along the north bank of the
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Pot omac Ri ver.

M/ opposition to a Georgetown University
rowing facility at this site at this time is based on
its inpact on Capital Crescent Trail wusers, Potonac
Ri ver recreational and conpetitive rowi ng and paddling
activities and physical damage to the tender walls of
the toe path and C&O Canal .

On May 9, 2003, the Ofice of Pl anning
filed a report that nmakes a nunber of points to which
| take issue. Access to the facility would be a ten-
foot w de service road, adjacent to the Cescent
Trail. To the contrary, access would effectively
include the Crescent Trail. The road would be used by
energency vehicles, service vehicles for the facility.
Boat trailers for hauling eight-oar shells in and out
of the boathouse and shuttle buses nmaking their way
back and forth to the head of the Crescent Trail, to
load and unload parents, alumi, students, fans of
CGeorgetown University rowing, regattas and other
events. At all of these tinmes, use of the Capita
Crescent Trail woul d be seriously inpaired.

The design for the boathouse woul d benefit
users of the Cescent Trail and toe path, another
thing that?s stated, | cannot inmagine passers by

standing in rapped awe pointing out to each other the
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features of t he nearly seven-story boat house,
especially as it is a private facility on national
parkland with limted access to the general public.

Flood control wetlands, et cetera, the
site was under water during high Potomac R ver crests
in Muy. Despite the ? design of the structure, the
resulting river flow would result in havoc downstream

There?s nmention in sone of the literature
about sailboats being at the facility. M word, |72ve
sailed out of the Washington Sailing Marina, the Bel
Haven Marina, currently the Georgetown Sailing Teamis
at the Washington Sailing Marina, a nuch better
sailing site. Sailing on the upper Potonac upstream of
Key Bridge really guns up the river for paddling and
rowers, | can assure you

On the fence issue, the fence is there
Il ?m sorry it may l|look |ike Guantanano Bay to sone
people, but the fence is there because there?s a

constant stream of cars exploring the end of the

r oadway. If there was no fence there, they?d just
drive on in. W have children, babes in arns, and
sone babes as well, and kids getting boats in and out

of the facility and working out, so that?s why the
fence is there. | ?m sorry that to sone it?s an

eyesore.
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The Zoning Comm ssion should have, and
nmust have, the courage, fortitude, conscience and good
sense to defend the public interest. | urge the
Conmmssion to turn down the Georgetown University
request for a zoning change that would clear the way
for construction of a boathouse. | enjoyed row ng,
but now | Iike facing forward and paddling. The
boat houses all should be down the river from the Key
Bridge, that?s where they really ought to be.

In Iight of the expert testinony that you
have heard, please vote no to the zoni ng change.

Thanks again for this opportunity to
testify.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you, M. MAvoy.

M. Morris.

MR MORRI'S: Thank you, Madam Chair.

| 2m Bob Morris, and | represent the D. C
Chapter of Sierra d ub. There are at 3,200 nenber
residents in the District of Colunbia, 17,000 nenbers
in the Washington, D.C. area, and 700,000 nenbers
nati onw de. I[t?s inportant to bring a national
context to this issue, because we are talking about
private devel opnent of a national park.

The current owners of the C& Canal

National H storic Park are the Anerican people, not
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Ceorgetown University or the Park Service. It is the
taxpaying public who have a matter of right in
determning the future of this |and.

NPS recogni zed this right when they nade
t he exchange agreenent contingent upon the university
obt ai ning approval by this Comm ssion to develop this
public parkland. This Conm ssion set a precedent for
this case when they decided in the Oxen Cove prison
case that parkland does not need to be rezoned when it
is in the best interest of the community for the |and
to be retai ned as unzoned parkl and.

There is no nystery as to why public
opposition has nmade itself known at this late date, to
guote the counsel for the wuniversity. The public
process that the university and NPS have foll owed have
made it difficult to find the true paraneters of the
project, but the public has been concerned enough to
persevere and uncover the flaws in that process and
t he negative consequences to the public.

The first problem is the contention that
if the university isn?t allowed to build on Tract 102-
114, they will build on Tract 102-109 upstream The
upstream tract turns out on examnation to be
unsuitable for building a boathouse. |t ?s been under

wat er . It?s only 45 feet wde, so it can?t possibly
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fit the 60-foot boats that require the university to
ask for exceptions on the nmuch deeper downstream
tract.

A second problem is with the clains of
fire approvals and public presentations, starting with
the environnental assessnent. The EA and FONZ have
been cited to public bodies as a response to
envi ronnental concerns, but when we finally got hold
of it we discovered that It di dn?t I ncl ude
consideration of the proposed use of the I[and.
Additionally, public bodies, such as the C& Canal
Advi sory Comm ssion and Corps of Engineers, have been
cited as giving approval, but they have actually only
heard concept presentations and have not (given
approval .

Anot her problemis with the siting of the
bui | di ng. It is generally described as being in the
Ceorgetown Waterfront Park, which the public perceives
as being east of Key Bridge. It is never presented as
being in the C& Canal National H storic Park, which
is where it?s going to be. Wien pinned down, it is
described as being in the 1100 foot space west of Key
Bridge that the NPS and the Georgetown Waterfront Park
Comm ssion decided should be for boathouses. It is

only on close examnation that we discovered the
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project included turnarounds, et cetera, would stretch
wel | beyond that 1100 foot zone.

Here?s what the public would lose if you
reverse 50 years of policy and allow new private

devel opnent in the C& Canal Park. This project has

no provisions to put vyour logic, soil retention,
wildlife habi t at , fl ood control, or public
recreational functions of the land and river. It wll
set precedent that wll encourage other private

interests to take their bite out of the 185 niles of
the C&0 Canal Parks and trail ways. Public views that
are shown in pictures from 140 years ago wll becone
the private domain of the social gatherings the
uni versity describes on its web site.

@QJ docks, ranmps and boats will block the
prime path up the river to the right of the Three
Sisters, especially favored by famlies and novice
paddl ers, because it is out of the main current. The
prime fishing spot nost favored by kids and fol ks who
can?t take a long walk up the trail wll exist no
| onger.

Here?s  what the public wll gai n,
retaining walls, vehicular traffic, a 50 to 60-foot
hi gh, 300- f oot long wall instead of natural ly

vegetated slopes, wetlands and river front, increased
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pol lution, wurban heat effects, storm surge, river
bottom sedinentation, which wll eventually require
dredgi ng, and fl ood damage downstream This is a bad
deal for taxpayers today, and for our children
t onor r ow.

You have been presented with a flawed
zoning request froma tax exenpt special interest that
is contested by the rightful owners of the parkland,
t axpaying citizens. Approval would reverse 50 years
of work that have gone into naking this national park.

WIl you favor protecting the economc,
soci al, ecological and aesthetic public benefits the
park provides, or wll you decide to let the private
interests of the university outweigh the interests of
ordi nary taxpayers?

| have confidence you will follow the Oxen
Cove precedent and reject this flawed request.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you, M. Morris.

Dd you have witten testinony that you
can submt?

MR MORRI'S: Yes, nm?am

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

M. Ross?

MR RCSS: I?mtestifying as an individual.
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Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you
t oni ght . | personally have been involved in several
aspects of boating for over 40 years, and |?ve been a
user of the Potomac R ver and the C&  Canal since the
m d- 1970s.

| 2ve seen the use of the river expand to
include many nore boats, both non-notorized and
notorized, and feel very strongly that there is a
trenmendous need for additional public and private
boating facilities on the Potonac.

Unfortunately, the GJ Boathouse, if built
as planned, is entirely too large and far out of
proportion with the other river front buildings. The
rationale for why the building needs to be so large is
in conflict with ny personal know edge of boathouses
and canoei ng and row ng prograns.

However, even to the average citizen, it
seens hard to believe that a program that intends to
host less than 200 athletes a year needs a building
| arger than 32,000 square feet.

As currently designed, this building neets
Ceorgetown?s wants, not their needs. It is very
worrisome to nme that a WO zoning will be considered
for this building. The WO zoning appeared to be

intended as a zoning category that would be nost
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protective of the environnent and |east inpacting to
the area being built on.

@J?s nunerous special exceptions, and even
a variance in order to bypass the intentions of the
new law, nmake a nockery of it. These speci al
exceptions, when taken together, wll allow the
construction of an enornous edifice which would be
exactly the kind of building that the |law was created
to protect against. It would be a bad nessage to send
to area builders, who, for sure, are watching this
case closely, wondering what exactly can be built on
t he new WO area.

This building would set a bad precedent
for what a WO zoning nmeans when building in areas
that are supposed to be | ow i npact.

This Comm ssion has done a very good job
of asking tough questions and demandi ng honest answers
from both sides of the issue. The Conmi ssion has to
appreciate the fact that this building is the first of
what will hopefully be a nunmber of new boat houses on
the Georgetown waterfront. W have heard testinony
from the National Park that George Washington
University is hoping to build their own boathouse in
the near future. What size building will they request?

WIl they also request to include an indoor row ng
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tank? How far will their docks extend out into the
river?
Cearly, you can only evaluate one

building at a tine, but your actions in approving the

construction of this large edifice will be precedent
setting.

In conclusion, | thank you for allow ng
for an open dialogue on this subject. I want you to

recogni ze that many area boaters are in favor of nore
boat houses, but | vote the Comm ssion to vote for the
WO zoning, but then not allow any structure to be
built on that area of |[and. There is anple land to
t he east of the Washington Canoe Cub that would all ow
for a nore nodest-sized building that would serve the

needs of on water demands for any collegiate row ng

t eam
Thank you.
CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you, M. Ross.
Could you just give us your address,
pl ease?

MR ROSS: Sure, |?m sorry, 4915 Bayard
Boul evard, Bethesda, Maryl and.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

CGo ahead.

MB. HERI NGA: Madam Chair and Menbers of
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the Commssion, |?m Pat Heringa, 1080 Wsconsin
Avenue, N.W, Washington, D.C., and |, obviously, live
in the Dstrict. I ?2m a honeowner on the C& O Canal

| 2m a nenber of the Washi ngton Canoe d ub. | paddle
on both the Potonmac and Anacostia Rivers, and |?m a
wal ker and former runner, unfortunately, on the

Capital Crescent Trail and the toe path.

And, | don?t know exactly when the trai
first opened, but before | was finished, and not
knowi ng where | was going, | walked the toe path from

Bet hesda t o CGeor get own.

You have ny witten testinony, so |2
just nmake a few points about adverse inpacts of what |
t hi nk the boat house m ght have. First, the effects on
adj acent devel opnent, particularly, the Wshington
Canoe Cub, that will lose 10 percent of the |and that
t hey?ve been leasing for 99 years, and is likely to
have structural danage. And, [|?ve submtted an
attachnent that is an assessnent by a certified
engi neer.

Second, on the traffic patterns, actually,
in lower Ceorgetown, | don?t know how they are going
to be bringing the boats down there, and it nmay not be
a problem but it?s sonmething I think that we should

t hi nk about, because |17?ve seen boats trying to turn
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onto these snmall streets, 31" Street, not boats, the
trucks that carry the boats, and it?s very difficult,
and al so onto Wsconsin Avenue.

Third, |?m concerned about the survival of
kayaki ng and canoeing on the Potomac R ver. This area,
| just feel like to could be dom nated by Crew boats,
and that the kayakers and canoers just won?t be able
to paddle in this area at all.

And last, on the recreational novice
paddl ers who cone from Jack?s Boat house, you may have
seen the nice little kayaks that they have there, the
C kayaks that a beginner could feel pretty confortable
in, and these paddlers go up the D.C. shore and they
actually go into the area where the dock is going to
take up the space, as well as taking up space of three
regatta lanes for training, for kayak and canoe
trai ni ng.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Could you wap it up,
you are just about out of tine?

M5. HERI NGA: Ch, okay, sure.

| had a story to tell you, |?m sorry,
about some friends of mne who were beached, and one
of them never went in the water again, and these were
experienced paddlers, so you can inmagine how the

novi ce paddl ers woul d feel.
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So | urge you to reject the wvariance
request for the Georgetown Boathouse at this site,
when they don?t neet the criteria for mnimzing
adverse effects.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Questions from the Conmission for this
panel ? M. My?

COW SSI ONER MAY: Yes, | have a handful of
guestions. Let?s see if | can get themall right.

M. Mrris, I?2mcurious the way you tal ked
about this particular section of the water front and
how it could be devel oped, |?m curious about what you
t hi nk about what?s there right now, particularly, the
Washi ngton Canoe dub which occupies parkland, and
what woul d you have done with that space?

MR MORRI'S: The Washi ngton Canoe O ub, the
National Park has been there since 1972, and the
Washi ngton Canoe Cub predates that by 50-60 years,
sonething like that, so |I give them a pass because
they were there first.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

M. Ross, if the facility, as it?s been
designed, is too large, how small would it have to be
to pass nuster with you?

MR ROSS: | guess all | could do is refer
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to the facilities, as is stated, Georgetown University
is going to be a single-use facility, Thonpson?s
Rowi ng Center, which is actually snaller than the
proposed GJ Boathouse, is a mlti-use facility.
Pot omac Boat house, which has been there for a |ong,
long tine, also allows high school rowing, in itself
it is anmlti-use facility, even though it?s a private
cl ub. So, as a single-use facility, you know,
sonmewhere between the size of the Potomac Boat house
and Washi ngt on Canoe d ub.

It j ust seens, I guess from ny
perspective, if you are going to host 200 athletes a
year, it seens that 32,000 square feet is a little bit
excessi ve.

COW SSIONER  MAY:  And then the ast
question | have is for M. Heringa, the attachnent
that you gave us from the structural engineer, or the
engi neer, who knows if it?s a structural engineer,
cites pile driving as being a specific risk to the
historic structure. As | recall, the applicant nade a
point of stating that there wouldn?t be any driven
piles in the construction, and I was wondering if you
were aware of that?

M5. HERINGA: | do recall, but all this is

a little over ny head, so it?s just sonething | would
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have hope that woul d be consi dered.

And, perhaps, you know, a structural
engi neer could be, you know, if the Zoning Conm ssion
approves the boathouse, maybe they could ? soneone
could have a structural engineer to protect the
adj acent devel oprent .

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se? M.
Hood?

VICE CHAIRVAN HOOD: WMadam Chair, thank
you.

M. Morri s, you nmentioned in your
testinony about the precedent setting of the Oxen
Cover prison case parkland does not need to be rezoned
if it?s in the best interest of the conmunity for |and
to be retained as unzoned parkland. As a Comm ssioner
who sat on that, | don?t exactly renenber, naybe if
you can clarify that, howthis is precedent setting.

MR MRRS Yes, GCene Kinlow, and sone
friends of mne briefed ne on it, and their ? what
they told ne is, they cane in to the Comm ssion and
went before you, and you heard fromthe prison conpany
that wanted to build it, you heard from the people in
the community who did not want that built there in the

comuni ty. It was also a case in which there was a
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transfer that was contingent upon Zoning Conmm ssion
approval, and the Zoning Comm ssion decided to not
grant that approval and not to rezone the parKkland.
It was unzoned parkl and.

VICE CHAIRVAN HOOD: Right, it was, but |
can tell you that that was not turned down because of
t hat i ssue. So, | just think that you want to make
sure that when you talk about precedent setting nake
sure you have accurate information. I can tell you
that last statenent on your testinony is so nuch
incorrect, and |I?m saying that as the Conm ssioner who
made the notion to deny.

| won?t get into the specifics of that
case, but that is not accurate.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Anyone el se?

M . Hannahan?

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM | was just curious
as to the criticisns of this project that relate to
its environnmental consequences, and yet one of the
agencies that?s involved in the transfer, the National
Park Service, has usually been overly diligent in, you
know, responding to and addressing concerns of the
environment. In fact, it?s probably the one agency in

the federal governnent who is the nost ? who is the
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custodian of our natural resources, basically, our
parkl ands. And, if there?s any agency that should be
sensitive, it wuld seemto nme as though it would be
the National Park Service. So, I?mreally concerned,
there?s so nuch in the testinony that you?ve presented
here which seens to undermne the credibility, really,
of the Park Service in arranging an agreenent that
woul d be so counterproductive to its own m ssion.

MR MRRIS: Yes, sir. And, | share that
concern. 1?2l quote to you froma My 19, 2003 letter
that 28 fornmer National Park Service enployees,
including seven former Park Superintendents, wote to
President Bush, and it?s a short quote. ?The Nati onal
Parks belong to every American and we are dismayed to
see that they are being turned over piece by piece,
contract by contract, to well-connected special
interests.?

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  So then, | [ook at
the Washington, D.C. area, and | see where nost of the
coastal, if we have coastal |and, nost of the water ?
nmost of the land abutting water s under the
jurisdiction of the Park Service.

MR MRRIS: Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM  And, | don?t see

where that fits, you know, | don?t really see where
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that fits, maybe on a national scale you can cite
i nstances where these charges have, you know, you can
raise those kinds of charges. Il find it very
difficult where the custodian that works wth 100
percent of the coastal areas here is the National Park
Service, and that the Park Service itself is being
charged, really, of m smanagenent.

MR MORRIS: Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  If it has gone so
far as to enter into this agreenent that we are
consi deri ng tonight.

MR MRRIS Yes, sir, and this is the
second instance in the past 12 nonths where |?ve been
called by citizens, which is how | got involved in
this, 1?2ma volunteer with the Sierra Cub, called by
citizens who are concerned about a national parkland
land swap that was not in the public interest, the
ot her bei ng ? Haven Parkway.

Al I can tell you sir is, | share that
concern, and | think it is the wong direction for
themto be taking.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM | ?2m cl ear now as to
wher e you st and.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.
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Any ot her questions fromthe Comm ssion?

M. OzDonnell, any questions? Doct or
Schuete? M. Mpsig? M. Brooks?

kay, thank you all very nuch.

WIlliam Brown. Paul Pol linger. Terry
Hune. Frances Gemmil|l.

M. Brown, why don?t you go ahead

MR. BROMN: Thank you, Madam Chai r man.

| am WIlIliam Brown, | reside at 4425
G eenwi ch Parkway, N W, in Washington, D.C

| ?m the President of the Association of

the O dest Inhabitants of the District of Colunbia,

founded on Decenber 7, 1865. The AA is the
District?s ol dest conti nuousl y-active civic
association. It was founded inmrediately follow ng the

Gvil War by 31 promnent citizens and businessnen in
an effort to restore the Capitol?s dignity and to keep
alive the remniscences of the past history of our
Cty, and, nore inportant, to enphasize respect for
| ocal government authority and national patriotism
above the sectional differences which existed after
the Gvil War. And, it?s our quest for |oca

governnment authority and the pride in our natural

environnent that has conpelled us to coment this

evening on this issue.
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In his photo essay al ong the Potomac AQ ?s
i medi ate Past President, Doctor Philip W Qgelvie,
who passed away this |ast Septenber, remarks, ?In the
60 years since the formation of the Interstate Cobb
Conmm ssion on the Potonmac R ver Basin, the river has
recovered nmuch of its biological pot enti al as
pol lution has been reduced and |and practices have
been inproved.? | can attest to this personally, as
the C& Canal and Potonmac R ver banks, ny playgrounds
as a child, have inproved to the extent that one is no
| onger disgusted by the stench that once befouled its
recreational potential. Now nuch inproved, the river
and its environs are today threatened by visual
pollution and access limted only to those who are
able to pay for it.

The proposal to develop the eastern
shoreline of the Potomac R ver above the Wshington
Canoe O ub should not be allowed to proceed. The D.C
Zoning Conmmi ssion nust act to nmaintain this property
as unzoned wi th no new constructi on.

The Potonmac Palisades nust be protected
and maintained as close to its natural state as
possi bl e. The District nmust not follow the |ead of
Arlington and Fairfax Counties, and permt the

nonstrosities which now clutter the Virginia shoreline
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of our river. The proposed boat house would not only
contribute to the visual clutter of the shoreline from
the Virginia side of the river, but worse, block views
of the Potonmac, the Key Bridge, Roosevelt Island and
the Alexandria Aqueduct remains from both the C&O
Canal toe path and the Capital Crescent Trail.
H kers, bikers and joggers have grown accustonmed to
these views as they approach Georgetown, and it would
be a crinme to deprive park and trail visitors at these
scenes in perpetuity.

The AA fully supports the use of the
Potomac River for recreational boating and aquatic
sports, of <course, wth the exception of personal
water craft, and for all visitors to enjoy, but we
object to the private exclusive nature of the proposed
party roonms which will be available only to those who
can afford to pay for them

Let Georgetown  University propose a
boat house downstream from the existing boathouses, or
better yet, partner with the National Park Service to
expand and i nprove Thonpson?s Boat house to better suit
the needs of their students and the boating public at
| ar ge.

The Association of the O dest Inhabitants

of the District of Colunbia strongly recomends that
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the Conm ssion nove to either maintain this parcel as
unzoned Wi th no new construction or zoned
appropriately to provide the greatest anount of
scrutiny and revi ew.

Thank you for your consideration on our
position in this matter.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Brown.

M. Pollinger. Wuld you turn on your
m crophone for ne, please?

MR POLLI NGER: Thank you, Madam Chai r nan.

M/ nane is Paul Pollinger. 1 live at 3713
Fulton Street, N W I?ve lived in the District for
over 35 years. | 2ve also ? ny personal investnents,
| 2ve al ways been a businessman in the District. | ?2ve
never worked for the federal gover nnent , city
governnent, state governnent, whatever you want.

Including in that was starting an art
gallery that did well by Wshingtonians. |  was
witten up at one point as an urban pioneer by the

Washi ngton Post, in areas where now | wsh | still

owned it, but at that tine it was fairly early.

But, let me go to the point. A row ng
tank, I?man industrial engineer in the past, a row ng
tank doesn?t have to be a normal part of an ocean

shell at all, of a rowing conpany at all, it can be up
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on canpus equally as well. And, | bring to your
attention that nost of those people leave in a row ng
tank will take the Quts Bus or their car or whatever
or walk to their dorm There?s plenty of room on that
canpus for that row ng tank

To take that one step further, anybody
that it?s an industrial engineer that?s been involved
in training, which I was in the ? the Air Force has
simulators and pilots fly airplanes. Wen a pilot
makes a suggestion, a bad mstake flying, they don?t
keep a simulator in the hangar to teach them in the
hangar, they have the sinulator sonewhere else. And
certainly, when the whole squadron nesses up they
don?t take theminto a sinulator at the site where the
pl ane is parked. So, there?s no real need to training
for that tank to be on the water front, absolutely
none.

And, | would like to see a statement, see,
architects don?t |ook inside the building, and I?2ve
fallen through, being an industrial engineer, where
the inside of the building hasn?t been fully
eval uat ed.

The second thing is, and this is nore
specul ative, but 1I1?2ve done this in the D strict

before, Georgetown exports a lot of their students to
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northern Virginia. In fact, |1?ve worked in apartnent
conmunities in D.C., not one Guts Bus goes to any D.C
Apartnment, they all go over Key Bridge to northern
Vi rgini a. | just suggest that down in the Federal
Waterfront there?s plenty of roomto build a gigantic
boat house, plus build a dorm so that D.C is not
exporting their students to northern Virginia. So,
there is an out for them and they could build that
boat house on the Anacostia R ver very easily, and the
devel opers would love it.

The last thing is, nobody speaks for ? |
happen to be interested in Anerican University, not
necessarily in the rowi ng, but what about the other
schools in D.C., we are naking a ? because of the
stanpede we?re making a case that doesn?t include all
the participants. It doesn?t include Howard, it
doesn?t include UDC, and it doesn?t include American
University, let alone Anacostia H gh School, Eastern
H gh School has a place over on Anacostia, but there
are other sites, and there?s no need to panic the
| ocal rowers in Thonpson?s to support a boat house.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M .
Pol | i nger.

Ms. Hune.

M5. HUVE: Terry Lee Hunme, 215 Morgan
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Street, NW [|?2ve been a canoer and kayaker since I
was a small child. M father used to take ne out and
use the toe path and bike trails. M/ great-great
grandfather used to drive the nules up the C& ) Canal
and pull the barges, and ny whole famly is very
concerned about the integrity of the C& Canal and
Nat i onal ParKk.

And, even though everybody has testified
how courteous they are on the etiquette of the water,
it seens that these unnotorized boats, every one of
them has a notorized boat that follows along wth
them And, these notorized boats cause such havoc that
| do not kayak between 6:00 a.m and 8:30, because of
t he wakes that these boats create.

And, on about My 12", | was forced to
call the Harbor Patrol of the Metropolitan Police to
bring to their attention violations by Crew coaches
that created such wakes that they endangered ny life,
and when you get capsized and you are in freezing cold
water at this hour of the spring it?s hard to nmenorize
the nunber of the boat so that you can even report it
to the police.

And, | talked to Oficer Dennis Hance, and
he assured ne that the Harbor Patrol was fighting this

on a daily basis, and Ofice Hance stated that
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enhanced enforcenent went into effect Sunday, My 18,
2003, and with this enhanced enforcenment they have
four overtinme positions that have been added to aid
the Harbor Patrol 1in cracking down on speeding
viol ations, you know, because as you know it?s a no
wake zone from Menorial Bridge all the way up. And,
the Harbor Patrol said that the four overtine
positions that they added to put into their enhanced
enforcenent would help to crack down on the wakes that
are caused and the speeding violations by Cew
coaches.

So, with every launch that goes out with a
coach in it, they create a wake, and even though they
are like ? they don?t ever conme near us kayakers, they
are wakes still, and so, you know, after they?ve
already gone way up river, then, you know, we are
sitting there fighting, you know, to keep up. And,
it?s not fair that, you know, the kayakers and canoers
are going to becone extinct. Wth all the increase
boat houses that have been testified to, and all the
i ncreased boats for high school students and all this,
it?s going to create even nore |aunches and nore wakes
that?s going to totally extinct kayaking and canoe
A ynpi ¢ sports.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.
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M5. HUME: Thank you for allowng nme to

testify.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Gemmill. Wul d
you turn on your mke for ne first? Thank you.

M5. GEMM LL: Thank you.

| 2m Frances Genm ||, |?m President of the
District of Colunbia League of Wnen Voters, and
soneone has rai sed the question, what does this |eague
have to do with this? | nust tell you that the |eague
nationally and in the D strict of Colunbia menbers
have st udi ed and reached consensus regar di ng
envi ronment al , particularly, t he Nat i onal
Envi ronnmental Policy Act. And, it?s on that basis
that we are here tonight.

W have sonme friends who are canoeists,
too, and that?s how we | earned about this. The |eague
takes action by addressing governnental bodies only
after they?ve reached consensus and agreenent, so |?m
speaki ng for the nenbers who |ive across our Cty.

The League of Wnen Voters supports the
preservation of open space and uni que natural features
of the City. Wthout a doubt the undevel oped area
along the Potonmac River west of Key Bridge provides a
val uable resource to our Gty, as open space in an

urban setting.
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As the Georgetown Waterfront Park and C&O

Canal National H storic Parkland states, above Key
Bridge is one the nmain scenic treasures of the
Nation?s Capitol.

Because we believe in full public review
of the environmental, social and econom c inpacts of
maj or devel opnents such as the Georgetown Boathouse
we ask that you not rezone the property until you have
had a full environnmental inpact statenent which takes
account of the inpact of the property.

The 1995 assessnent is not only outdated,
but nore inportantly did not include the specific
proposal before you. A new environnental review is a
good neans of addressing issues and providing an early
opportunity for citizens? input.

So, sone of the issues include, but are
not limted to, details on the full scope of the
current proposal, which were apparently unavail able
for the 1995 environnental assessnent, inpact on users
of the C& Canal, Capi t al Crescent  Trail and
nei ghbors, inpact on historics, direct and indirect
effects of the water quality of the Potomac River,
alternative sites which may be nore desirable at this
time, and you are hearing sonme of these things, and

assessnent of the nunber of vehicle trips per day and
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per week for boathouse activities. You are going into
all that.

An environnental inpact statenent would
address the many concerns of neighbors and voters, as
wel |l as bikers and hikers on the C& Canal and Capital
Crescent Trail, and other citizens who treasure this
ur ban open space.

Since the proposed devel opnent would
permanently renove public parkland from our National
Park System resulting in the loss of wetlands and
inpact views of this historic area, we urge that you
defer this decision until an environmental i npact
st at enent has been perforned.

Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, MVs.
Gemmi || .

Any questions fromthe Conmm ssion for this
panel ? M. My?

COW SSI ONER MAY: Yes, M. Brown, in your
statenment you referred to the nonstrosities which now
clutter the Virginia shoreline and you nake another
reference to that visual «clutter. Whi ch specific
nonstrosities are you tal king about on the shoreline?

MR BROMWN: | ?m tal king about upstream from

Chain Bridge, M. My, if you take the Capital
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Crescent Trail or the C&  Canal toe path up that way,

there are big developnents Arlington and Fairfax have
permtted, and it?s also an issue outside the Beltway
as well.

COW SSI ONER MAY: So, they are on the
shorel i ne?

MR BROM: Yes, on the Palisades of the
Potomac. You need to get out and see those. Sorry.

COW SSI ONER MAY: |1 7?ve seen a lot of the
city, believe ne.

MR BROMW. Well, okay, but renenber, we
are in the Gty, we?ve seen the Cty, we are |ooking
across the river to the Virginia Palisades of the
Pot onac.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ri ght .

MR BROM: Those are the nonstrosities |?m
tal ki ng about .

COWM SSI ONER  MAY: But , |  nean, it?s
actually on the shore?

MR BROMN: Yes.

COWM SSI ONER MAY: As opposed to ? on the
Pal i sades on the shore. It?s on the water, it?s on
t he Pal i sades overl ooki ng the water?

MR BROWN: Well, | don?t know how ? |

mean, you know, they?ve got posts and beans and all to
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support some of these structures.

COW SSI ONER  MAY:  You nmke a parallel
between a building that?s being built on the shore,
touching the water ?

MR. BROMN: Correct.

COW SSI ONER MAY: 2?2 with things that are
happening in Virginia, and |I?m looking in ny mnd
across the river there, because you nade ? | nean, it
sounds in your statenent as if we have to watch out
for what they did across the river.

MR. BROMN: Correct.

COW SSI ONER MAY: And, across the river |
don?t see any buildings that are on the shore, even up
the river | don?t see buildings that are on the shore.

MR BROM: Well, | would nmake the point
that the shore on the Virginia side of the river isn?t
deep enough, but the cliffs and the Potonac Palisades
are tantanount to the shore.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Ckay, wel | now |
understand what you are talking about, because
couldn?t understand the reference to the visua
clutter without knowing that you were talking about
things that are actually on the cliffs or surrounding
it, which is different frombeing ? or fromwhat | was

i nterpreting.
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Ckay, thank you.

| think that?s it.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Hood?

VI CE CHAI RVAN HOOD: Madam Chai rman, | want
to go to sonething Ms. Hune raised a flag for ne for,
and | think what we need to do, and |I?m not sure, the
Harbor Patrol cones up under the Route North, the
letter here says ?No additional traffic concerns,? the
police departnment didn?t have any problens. | would
maybe at this time maybe nake a request of the Ofice
of Planning, before we nove further or at a later
date, to provide us sonething from the Harbor Patrol,
because I want to nmake sure we are getting it fromthe
exact subject matter expert. And, |?m not ? | ooking
back at this letter from Chief Monroe, who is a great
guy, I?m not sure whether we can accurately count
exactly of the police issues or concerns that were
rai sed by Ms. Hume, who unfortunately capsized.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | think that?s a good
i dea.

Ms. ?, can you call the Harbor Patrol for
us?

VICE CHAIRVAN HOOD: | also had another
coment to M. Pollinger, and | would just ? you were

mentioning that, | guess, the rowing tanks could go
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back up on canpus. | don?t know if | alluded to that,
that probably was sonething | nentioned, well, not
exactly so specifically, because actually this has
been an education for ne. | don?t get a chance to get
out there and do that quite often, | don?t get around
like Comm ssioner May. So, what | was ? ny question
is, are we actually being fair, | nmean, when | | ooked
at what was provided to us today from Phil adel phi a,
and asking a group of people to put ? apportion sone
here, apportion sone here, mnimze inpact, nothing
has been built down there, which I found out tonight,
since, what, 1960. W are talking about 43 years,
we?ve now noved into the 21 Century, this is 2003
Are we being fair in asking soneone to split up
sonething, ? on all this because | thought 2 I was in
[ine with your thinking, well, what 1?2ve heard you
say, mnimzing, but I1?mfinding out you need so much
space for the boats to go in, and the shells, and the
spacing and all that, so fromwhat | see, because when
| first looked at it, and I want to take back what |
said at the |last hearing because now |7?m being
educated, is that | don?t know when | said it was too
big, that was ny first assunption in looking at it, it
was too big, but nowthat | see all that goes in it, |

still have a question about the exercise room and
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when ? cones back up I?m going to see if we can do
sonething with that.

But, | just don?t think, do you think you
are being fair asking themto put a piece of it back
on canpus and a piece of it down on the water front?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Wul d you turn on your
m ke for us? There you go.

MR PCLLINGER Yes, sir. Il mght ? you
brought up Philadelphia, I mght nake an ad, if you
were asked to put this sane boat house on Phil adel phi a,
you woul dn?t ? there woul dn?t even be a hearing, that
just woul dn?t happen on the river in Philadelphia,
what they are asking here today.

But, com ng back to breaking it up, many,
many, it?s an exercise device, just the sanme as a
weight is for there, there?s no real relationship
between that student in the winter, which is nost of
the time, when there?s ice on the river, that student
would go to the gymand life weights at the gym and
woul d presently probably exercise at the gym W are
not asking themto do ? separating these isn?t asking
themto do anything at all that would not be alnost in
the case of Georgetown in its own ? in the nornal
course the student would probably be happier, he?s

closer to the bus, closer to his car, and closer to
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the gym from his classes, if he does that exercising
and that training in the tank there.

Most of those days it?s ice, there?s no ?
he?s not going to be ? he or she are not going to be
in the river anyway. That?s the basic ? | don?t
believe it.

VICE CHAIRVAN HOOD: Let ne say this to
you, M. Pollinger, and I?m not ? you said that there
woul dn?t be a hearing, | would hope we woul dn?t end up

with that, and you said they probably should have had

a hearing, fromwhat | see here on Boat house Row, but
then again, | don?t know.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Hannahant®

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM | find all this
very interesting, it?s certainly different from what
we?ve been hearing before.

M. Brown, | was much appreciative of the
fact that you cited the late Phil Ogelvie, a very dear
friend of mne who passed away very recently. I
served with himon the Potomac R ver Basin Conmmi ssion
too, also on the Chesapeake Bay ? Friends of the
Chesapeake Bay.

But, you know, Phil would have had a

larger view of all of this, you know, he would have
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it seens to nme, as we did many tinmes when we | ooked at
the Basin, |look at the whole Basin, and we |ooked at
the interests there. W didn?t ? you know, it seens
so fragnented, your argunments here, for instance,
about, well, why didn?t they ? why didn?t the Park
Service do sonething else, you know, why didn?t they
go to Thonpson?s, | nean, all these other Kkinds of
alternatives, and I?m sure a lot of these things were
consi dered during the discussion over the past several
years that these fol ks have been | ooking at this.

And, |?m sure that in the context of a
| arger basin, like, for instance, the Anacostia Basin
is a framework that a lot of these activities have
been placed, at least by the Ofice of Planning, which
is the driver of that whole idea, | think a lot of
these other things wll be happening, but the
mechani sm has already been ? the franmework is already
t here. So, we are going to be seeing these kinds of
paral | el devel opnments elsewhere, not just in the
Georgetown waterfront, but also in the Anacostia, |
t hi nk you nmentioned that there was sonething in one of
t he school s on the Anacostia, sonebody mentioned that.

So, you know, we can?t just sort of stop
time and expect that everything is going to fall in

pl ace at one tine.
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| was very interested in another statenent
that you made, you said we object to the private
exclusive nature of the proposed boathouse and its
party roons, which will be available only to those who
can afford to pay for it. Do you have any basis to
say that?

MR BROM: It?s ny understanding that in
their web site or an alumi web site or sonething, it
was proposed or nentioned that, imagine, you know,
wat ching your team from the top floor of the new
proposed boat house. | don?t have firsthand know edge
of that.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  But, it?s not to be
like, you know, fromthe R viera, sone five star type
terrace. I mean, it?s nothing like that. But you
give the inpression that maybe it?s an exclusive --

MR, BROMN. For university use only, yes,
that was the inpression that | got.

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM Vel |, it s
primarily for the university, for the Cew, for the
boating people, right? So, there are other folks who
will be using it as well.

MR. BROMN: Not to ny understandi ng.

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM Wl |, there?s a

sort of a mnusical chairs thing that goes on here now,
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what we?ve been hearing especially tonight, that there

will be access for the high schools.
MR BROM: No, sir, | don?t think you
heard that right, M. Hannaham | said the access

you?ve been hearing about is around the property out

to the water line and all, you know, that the public
will not be restricted by fencing or by screening and
all, that they will be able to get around the proposed

property up to the water line, so that they can, you
know, drop in a fishing line, or watch the water fow
or whatever, they won?t be, you know, prohibited from
entering onto the property. But, | don?t believe that
there was any testinony that said that this facility
was going to be open to other interests to conme in and
use it. Maybe guests of the school from outside the
area, but | don?t think that there?s any belief that
it?s going to be open to Sidwell Friends, and Wodrow

W1 son, and Alice Deal and these ot her schools.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM  No, no, | didn?t
understand, | msspoke if | gave you that inpression,
| didn?t understand that, | understood that Thonpson?s

Boat house would be relieved of some of the pressure
and then in turn it would be able to accommobdate nore
hi gh school shells.

MR BROM: | think it?s kind of difficult,
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going back to your statenment about Phil Ogelvie, you
know, he wote this wonderful book, he was with the
Tourism Departnent and Hi story Departnment of George
Washi ngton University, so, you know, were he to be

here several years from now, when GNis proposing, you

know, a boathouse, | don?t know what Phil?s position
woul d have been on that. | think, knowing Phil, his
| ove for the Potonmac and the watershed, | believe that

given his druthers he probably would not like to see
any further devel opment north of or upstream fromthe
Al exandri a Agueduct .

Now, yes, the Canoe Club is there and has
been there since the C& Canal becane a park in, |
believe it was, 1971, but, you know, | would think
that sonmeone |ike Phil, who chanpioned, you know, the
river, you know, all the way from the Fairfax Stone
all the way down to, you know, the Chesapeake Bay,
that if sonething were to happen that the tides would
turn and the Canoe Cub that currently is there |ost
its lease or fell into disrepair, he would want to see
that restored to regular park-like conditions, and
encour age the devel opnent of boat houses downstream or
inside, or south of the Key Bridge, you know, or in
other locations |ike the Anacostia waterfront.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM He woul d have t aken
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a larger view

MR. BROM: Ri ght.

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM He would have
understood that this thing we are looking at is just a
little piece --

MR BROMN: | believe so.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM ? of a larger
action, and he woul d have been for sort of pronoting a
sust ai nabl e i nprovenent in whatever direction ?

MR BROMN: | think so.

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM ? would be
possible, to mnimze the negative inpacts on the
envi ronnent in every respect.

But anyway, | do really appreciate your
testinony and a different point of view Thank you
very nuch.

MR, BROMWN: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Thank you, Madam
Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Ms. Sanchez, in response to sonme of the
conmments that we?ve had this evening, and nost
recently Ms. Gemmill?s comments, one of the things I
think would be really helpful for the Conm ssion,

since we?ve heard a variety of things that suggest
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certain environnental approvals have been obtai ned and
those are really sort of, | think, |oose constructions
of the reality of the situation, if you could provide
to the Commssion a series of reviews that are stil
outstanding for, for instance, | believe there was
sone review, some Section 106 review, but not of this
project, and we already have fleshed out that there
was the environnental review by the Corps of
Engi neers, but not of the project of the |and swap.

And so, if we could have an understandi ng
of what reviews wll be conducted by other
authorities, and then what?s the scope of their
review, because we do try and, you know, not be
redundant with what another nore appropriately would
be handling, but we do want to nake sure that it?s
clear what the expectations are about further reviews
down the line. [If there?s anything that?s outside the
scope of what those reviews would include, we?d like
to know what that would be. So, if you could help us
with that we?d appreciate it.

So, thank you all for com ng tonight.

Charles Verharry, not here? CGer al di ne
Al bers, N cholas Carver, John Powers. John Powers.
Sally Strain, Dolores M no. Dol ores M| no. Bl ai se

Rhodes.
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Ms. Al bers, why don?t we start with you.

M5. ALBERS. MW nane is GCerry Albers.
Because I?ma District apartnent dweller, | especially
appreciate open space parKkland. The proposed
boat house is the wong structure in the wong place
Al t hough the WO Zone naybe appropriate for parkland
a special exception for construction of a boathouse at
this site is not in the public interest. 't wll
inpair natural park views fromthe river, the Capita
Crescent Trail, and the C& Canal. It proposes a
safety hazard for other boaters and affect boating
lanes, will threaten the structural integrity and
historic setting of the Wshington Canoe dub, an
hi storic | andnark.
The federal elenents of the Conprehensive
Plan states, and | quote, ?Preservation of the park?s
historic resources should take precedence over the
provision of recreational activities.? To allow
speci al exception requests for a boathouse, wthout
on-site parking facilities, is a recipe for disaster
To ny know edge, the applicant has not submtted or
made available to the public the required detail ed
plans for the site referred to in the specia
exception review criteria or the special exception

requirenents which include a survey plan and site
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pl an.

There are no exceptional circunstances to
warrant a variance for this project and to grant a
reduced set back. The size of the project should be
reduced to retain the 20-foot setback to conform wth
the historical setting and to protect use from the
near by parkl ands. The rowing tanks and space for
events can be | ocated on canpus.

The dock size should conformin scale to
nearby structures and should not i mpact  these
structures or use by river groups. The project is too
| ar ge.

The Park Service and several peopl e
toni ght have nade remarks regarding the fence at the
Washi ngt on Canoe d ub. As a woman, | have felt safe
for several years going to the boathouse because the
fence imted access by intruders. However, in recent
years, after break-ins, theft, and close encounters
with an intruder at the boathouse, safety is an
i nportant consideration in ny use of the club. I
question the university?s promse to provide continued
public access to the proposed site.

Because of the unique and special features
of this parkland, the area should be zoned WO with no

speci al exceptions or variances allowed. The project
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shoul d be noved downstream to protect parkland and to

i nprove the undevel oped asphalt area of the water

front.
Thank you very much.
CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Al bers.
M. Carver.
MR CARVER Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank
you al | .

M/ nane is N cholas Carver, | live at 3406

N. 3 Street, Arlington, Virginia, and | am a junior

athl ete at the Washi ngton Canoe d ub.

The Washington Canoe CJub has sent

athletes to alnbst every single Aynpic Gane si
1924, when canoe/ kayak was i ntroduced as
denonstration sport at the Paris Ganes. Today,

Washi ngton Canoe Club has its eye set on the Beij

2008 Summer dAynpic Ganes, and it is nurturing

nce

a
t he
i ng

its

athletes through an extensive coaching program

conprised of one 25-tine national nedalist for

a

jogger and two dynpians, Mchael and Al exander

Har bol d.

|, along with many other athletes, benefit

from their coaching, and this year the Washington

Canoe Club will conpete in regattas in Ceorgia,

Nati onal Chanpionships in California, and finally,
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American National Team Trials in Lake Placid, New
York, where eight WCC athletes will conpete for spots
on the U S National Team to conpete at the Junior
Wor | d Chanpi onshi ps i n Kumat zu, Japan.

Now, as you can see, the Washi ngton Canoe
Cub is full of activity, and one of those nost
inportant activities is racing. Every year, WCC has
numerous regattas on the Potomac R ver, and this year
the WC will bid to host the 2004 Anerican Canoe/ Kayak
Nat i onal Chanpi onshi ps right here in Washington, D.C. ,
on the Potonmac.

However, the new 70-foot docks of the
Georgetown  University Boathouse will conpl etely
obstruct the entire race course that the WC uses.
Now al so, the bustling activity from the GJ Boat house
wi || hanper training operations and other recreational
activities. The activity emanating from the GJ docks
will obstruct boat traffic as canoes and kayaks, both
athletic and recreational alike, wll be forced to
paddl e through the cross traffic of Crew boats, and
t he turbul ent pandenoni um of wakes from these boats is
dangerous to recreational paddlers as well as being
detrimental to the training of athletes who have their
eyes set on the National Chanpionships, the Wrld

Chanpi onshi ps, the dynpics, and beyond.
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| am one of the eight WCC athletes that?s

vying for a spot on the National Team this nonth, and
many of ny teammates and | share a conmon dream and
that?s to conpete in the Aynpic Ganes.

The @QJ Boathouse is a threat to our dream
therefore, | ask the D.C. Zoning Conm ssion to protect
the QAynpic novenent and the sport of canoe/kayak
right here in the Wshington area by halting the
Geor get own proj ect.

Now, |I2d like to bring up a closing
ar gunent , that though Georgetown University has
presented nany persuasive argunents, such as their
inpressive list of many organizations that support
them FEMA, Advisory Nei ghborhood Conm ssion, but they
m ssed one, and that is the Zoning Comm ssion of the
District of Colunbia. Thi s Comm ssion has the power
to protect the environnment, protect the dynpic
novenent, and protect recreational paddling as it was
nmeant to be enjoyed on the Potonac.

Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Carver.

Ms. Strain.

M5. STRAIN. Thank you, Madam Chair and
Menbers of the Conm ssion.

M/ nane is Sally Strain, and | have been a
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resident of the District of Colunbia for 40 years. M

nei ghbor hood, Pal i sades, borders on the Capital
Crescent Trail, the Canal Toe Path, and the Potonac
River near Chain Bridge, at the western end of the
beautiful three-mle D.C. section of the C& Canal
Nati onal Hi storical Park.

| ?m pleased to be here this evening to
represent the views of the Defenders of Potomac River
Par kl ands, whose point of view has been endorsed by
the follow ng groups, D.C. Chapter of the Sierra d ub,
Audubon Nat ur al i st Soci ety, Aneri can Canoe
Associ ation, C& )  Canal Association, Coalition for the
Capital Crescent Trail, Wshington Canoe d ub, League
of Wwnen Voters of the District of Colunbia, the
Association of the ddest Inhabitants of the District
of Colunbia, Potormac Paddlers Touring Cub, National
Par ks Conservation Association, and the American Wite
WAt er Associ ati on. The alliance was forned only two
nont hs ago, and is grow ng every day.

The Defenders are dedicated to the
protection and preservation of public space,
especi ally the undevel oped shoreline and R parian Zone
between Key Bridge and Chain Bridge. W believe that
wild parkland belongs to everyone and should not be

taken out of the public domain and diverted to private
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devel opnent interests.

Because of these views, the Defenders are
opposed to the construction of a boathouse at the
gateway of the C& ) Canal Park, and we urge you to

reject the application that is before you for the

foll ow ng reasons. The size of the structure is
enornous and its inappropriate to the site. The
hei ght, | ength, depth, wdth and bulk of the

structure, in addition to the new access road, dock
and proximty of the building to the CCT Toe Path,
canal bank and river, would all have a negative
environnental and visual inpact on the recreational
opportunities offered along the waterfront all vyear
| ong for everyone, not just in the winter.

The risks and difficulties of building,
servi cing, maintaining, and using an enornous buil ding
on the site, a narrow section of flood plain over a
corroding sewer line, are considerable. They include
potential runoff into the river fromrain or flooding
of up to 25,000 cubic feet of fill required to
establish a level grade during construction, as well
as safety considerations and potential danmage to a
| eaki ng canal bank.

Traffic and parking needs during and after

construction are unknown and unpredictable, and no
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traffic study has been done or reviewed by the public.

The public environmental and historic
review process for the project was flawed. Although
the concept of the boathouse was reviewed by various
groups, the detailed architectural design in relation
to its surroundings was not. The EA done in 2?95 for
the land exchange did not include a review of the
boat house building plans. Two of the communities
bordering the D.C. section of the C& Canal Park,
including my own, did not participate in the review of
t he proposal.

The application excludes high school
prograns and other public boating activities, unlike
Thonpson?s Boat Center on the waterfront which has
shared space with all boating comunities.

A better |ocation, with both environnental
and practical advantages, is available downstream of
Key Bridge on the graded | and needi ng redevel opnent.

Recommendati ons: the Defenders do not have
all the answers, but we do have many questions about
the proposal, as well as good ideas about how to
i nprove the process and the end product. W know this
is a unique opportunity to help inprove the Cty, the
waterfront, the wuniversity, and the high school

prograns, and to serve the general public as well. It
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is not too late to reject this application

Assenbled in this roomtonight is a group

of very talented people, creative architects,
di stingui shed wuniversity and recreational |eaders,
respected | egal aut horities, dedi cat ed

environnental i sts, energetic high school rowers and
parents, concerned citizens. Instead of talking here
about zoning regulations we should all be, as the
gentleman said earlier, gathered by the river to
exchange ideas about how to make our Cty and
waterfront truly better for everyone. This can be
done by saving a park and buil ding a boat house, too.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you, M. Strain.

And, M. Rhodes.

MR. RHODES: Thank you, Madam Chair.

M/ nane is Blaise Rhodes, | live at 3016
Ferndale in Kensington, Maryland. I?2m a Past
Presi dent of the Washi ngton Canoe O ub, |I?m here as an
i ndi vi dual .

M. Hood asked a question at the first
Conmi ssion hearing on this. | believe what you said
was, you had all these endorsenents from nany, mnany
groups, and suddenly you had all these letters and

sonet hi ng wasn?t naking sense to you. | think | can
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answer that question that you are asking why now.

| was President of the Canoe Cdub from
1993 to 1997. I net with Representatives from the
National Park Service and Georgetown several tines. |
believe it was three tines, |?m not sure Georgetown
was there on the onset, but they were definitely there
at the end.

W, | did not oppose the building of the
Georget own Boat house at that tine. | 2ve paddl ed on
this river for over 20 years. M/ father was a nenber
of the Potomac Boat dub from 1930 to 1933, and then
he left and joined the Washington Canoe Cub in 1933
and has been a nenber since. He?s told ne stories of
when there were 20 canoe clubs on the Potomac R ver
when he was a young guy.

| ?m not opposed to ? |I?2m very, very
synpathetic to the plight of the high schoolers.
Everything |1?ve heard here tonight | synpathize and |
wi sh that the high schools could have nobre space. I
don?t think this boathouse addresses that issue beyond
25 racks at Thonpson?s, but that?s beside the point.

M/ issue is trust. M. Johnson stated
that he hopes this boathouse will be here for 100
years. Qur canoe club has been there 99. W hope we

are around for the next 100 years as well.
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In 1997, we, the Canoe d ub, sent

representatives to the Potomac Waterfront Conm ssion
neetings. W donated noney to the Potomac Waterfront
Conmi ssi on. W were concerned at that point to sone
degree about the size and scale of the building. W
were assured that this building would not ?overwhel m
us? in any way. W were told this boathouse woul d be
proportional to other boathouses on the Potomac River
not the Schuykill, not the Charles. | don?t believe
that this building is.

W asked at that tinme for the dinensions.
VW were not given the dinensions to this building
W asked for representations. W were given sone
representations, the one M. Hood told us that he
thought that it nade it look smaller, |1 had the
opposite reaction, we thought that that original
presentati on nmade that boathouse | ook slightly |arger
t han our ?s.

The wultimate representations that were
presented here were, in ny belief, as a result of our

requests to see those. They shocked us. Thi s

building is seven times larger than our?s. 1|2ve known
a |l ot of boathouses, this doesn?t need to be this big.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Rhodes.
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Questi ons for t he panel from the
Conmi ssi on? Any questions?

M. Carver, 1?2d be interested if you woul d
make, if you could, make a subm ssion for us, because
| assunme you have some kind of drawi ngs, so that

everyone who conpetes with you knows where the race

course is, if you could submt sonething to the
Conmm ssion to illustrate where your race course is,
and then how the dock wll interfere wth the race

course. Can you do that for us?

MR CARVER | can also explain it to you,
you know, if you w sh.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Wel | --

MR CARVER | don?t have --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  ? start into it, and
then if | get too confused then maybe you could foll ow
up with sonething el se.

MR CARVER CQur race course goes right in
front of our boathouse on the District of Colunbia
si de of the Potonmac River.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

MR CARVER Their 70 foot boathouse goes
out and obstructs our race course. The thing is, we
can?t just nove our race course over into, you know,

closer to the center of the river, we can?t do that.
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CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: And, that is because?

MR CARVER Because there are the Three
Sister Islands that would intersect the race course if
we noved it over. The race course would go right
through the Three Sister Islands, and that, obviously,
is not a possibility. So, we cannot just nove it
over.

And, the other alternative is that we
would nove it to the other ? to the Virginia side of
the river, but that?s the race course that the rowers
use. So, we really don?t have nmuch of an option

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

And, when you are racing, do you ? what
mar ks the race course?

MR. CARVER There are buoy nmarks that we
set up for races, and we race down ? we race,
typically, 500 neter events, 1,000 neter events, and
5,000 neter events, and we actually race those every
nonth, and we al so race 200 neter events.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. And, the dock that?s
proposed for the boathouse, it extends conpletely
across your race course, or --

MR CARVER It obstructs, | believe, from
about ? it would be the equivalent of about two or

t hree | anes.
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CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: And, how wide is the

race course nornmally. How many | anes across is it?

MR CARVER W don?t exactly have 2?2 we
don?t have individual |anes set up, we have a boundary
on the far side of our race course. One line of buoys
stretches down towards the end, and you just ? what |
nmean by | anes, the path that boats take up, that each
boat takes up in a race.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

Can you help ne with this?

MR RHODES: | would like to help a little
bit.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:. Ckay.

MR RHODES: For a national regatta, there
are mninum width requirenments, there?s a nine boat
lane mninmum for a race course. If you submt for a
national regatta, you have to be able to provide a set
group of things, including, | believe it is, five
neters per |ane, and nine | anes.

It does not conpletely ? this dock would
not conpletely obstruct our race course, but it would
push it out where we coul dn?t get nine |anes in.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

MR CARVER Because it would intercept

with Three Sisters.
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CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

Pl ease.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM | was curious, is
it possible for you to nove down to another area,
further downstrean?

MR  RHODES: Downstream is wusually far
rougher than north of the Key Bridge.

The sports now called sprint/canoe and
kayak, but for the first 50 or 60 years that it was
growing in the United States it was called flat water
canoe and kayak. The boats we use are extrenely
ti ppy. The canoes are open, in waves that are typical
south of the Key Bridge it?s really not suitable for
racing.

e actual ly did hol d a nat i onal
chanpi onships on the Potomac near Haines Point in
1972, | believe, but it was a bit of a disaster, lots
of boats sank, and the national organization pledged
never to return to that section of the Potonac.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Let nme ask a logistics
guesti on.

Go ahead.

COW SSIONER MAY: Are you famliar wth

thi s photograph that was presented, M. Carver, at the

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

181

| ast hearing?

MR CARVER Only after that.

COWM SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

This seens to indicate that there?s a 50
meter by 1,000 neter paddlers course that steers clear
of the Three Sisters and of the CGeorgetown Boathouse
site, including their docks, by a very snall scale.
Are you famliar with this, and have you been able to
consi der whether it would actually work?

MR CARVER 172ve only seen that once, but
| will tell you one thing, is that boats cannot ? you
know, when a canoe is in a race, you know, with the 70
foot docks, boats will not go directly next, adjacent
to the docks as they go by in the race. They wil |
give the docks sone room of course, because there
will be boat traffic comng off of these docks. And,
that also crosscuts the race course, and because of
the boats that go into the water off the dock it makes
an even snaller race course between the GCeorgetown
docks and the Three Sisters Islands, which is clearly
not an effective race course at all.

COW SSI ONER MAY: As it is right now, your
course goes between the Three Sisters and the --

MR, CARVER D.C side.

COW SSI ONER MAY: 2 and the D.C. Side.
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MR CARVER Yes.

COW SSI ONER MAY: That actually | ooks |ike
a much smaller squeeze than going close to their dock
here, at |least the way they?ve laid it out.

| would be very curious, | nean, if we can
get this into your hands and you can react to this
nore specifically, because sonmebody obviously gave it
sone thought on how it would work out, because if what
you are telling us is that this doesn?t work then we
need nore than just your saying so here now | think
it would help us if you had a ? if you could do your
owm little diagramand explain why.

CHAIRPERSON M TTEN. Yes, either if you
want to submt sonething or Doctor Schuete, in your
case, you can present that. That would be hel pful to
us.

The logistics question | wanted to ask
relates to when there?s racing going on on the
Pot omac, whether it?s paddlers racing, or rowers
raci ng, what does everybody do? Is it sort of like
that takes precedence over everything else that?s
goi ng on, or you just work around it?

MR. CARVER Rowers usually race on ? |?m
not sure if this answers your question, but the rowers

usually race on the Virginia side of the Potomac, and
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the canoers and kayakers usually race on the District
of Colunbia side of the Potonac. That?s how it
usual |y works out. Does that answer your question?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: So what you are saying
is, at least as it is configured now, they are over ?
you are not getting in each others way right now
during racing because you are not crossing each others
paths, is that correct?

MR CARVER Yes, because the Potonac Boat
Cub, the closest boat club to us, is down river of
us, and that?s on the far ? that?s beyond the finish
l[ine of our course, which is right in front of our
Canoe d ub. And so, that?s beyond ? we have no
problem with the Potomac Boat dub, because they
usual ly just steer clear of our race course while we
are racing.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Ckay.

MR CARVER Usually.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay, any ot her
guestions? M. Hood?

VI CE CHAI RVAN HOOD: Yes, Madam Chair. I
wanted to ask M. Rhodes, you opened up your testinony
by saying that part of the problem was trust. Wuld
it be a fair assunption for nme to say that, you are

not in disagreenent with the boathouse, it?s just that
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you don?t trust thenf? You think that |ater on down
the line sonething else will occur and they?l| take
over, is that right?

MR RHODES: W ? | approved of the concept
of the boathouse, nore boathouses on the Potonmac
Ri ver. | 2ve never had a problem with the additional
parks or the idea of nore boat houses.

W 2 this process, as has been stated nmany
times here, was started alnost 20 vyears ago,
thereabouts. | find it rather peculiar that it wasn?t
until Decenber of 2002 that we were provided with the
di mensions to this boathouse. This was deliberately
hi dden fromus, for a very long period of tine.

M. Johnson has testified that there are
things that we?re going to have to learn to share and
learn to agree and things like that, you know, | 100
percent agree that that would have to happen, but now
| ?2m dealing with sonme people that have deliberately
conceal ed the material facts fromnme for a |ong period
of time. That bothers ne.

VI CE CHAI RVMAN HOOD: You cited a quotation
in the Conprehensive Plan, and there?s also another
one, you know, that?s one thing about the Conp Pl an,
everything you bring up to support your argunent

there?s sonmething else in that docunment that actually
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your argunent, and it also nentions in

here, it says, ?Potonac and Anacostia R vers should be

managed in a manner that w |l encourage the enjoynent

and recreational use of wat er resources while

protecting scenic environs of the waterways.? \%Y

comrent to

you is, it also nmentions in the

Conprehensive Plan, ?... encourage the enjoynent and

recreati ona

where is it,

use.? So, it is there.
M5. ALBERS: My point was that it says,

protecting the recreational use does not

have priority, it says specifically, you know the

park?s historic resources, historic resources, we are

tal king about the C&  Canal and the Washi ngton Canoe

Aub is a

national historic |andmark designated,

should take precedence over the provision of

recreati ona

in all the

boat house.

attenti on.

(202) 234-4433

activities, and that has been forgotten
docunents that |?ve seen supporting the

So, | wanted to bring that to vyour

VI CE CHAI RVAN HOOD: kay, all right.
Thank you.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Any ot her questions fromthe Comm ssion?

M . OrDonnel | ?
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MR JOHNSON: Tony Johnson. | just had a

guestion about the race course for either of you. The
buoys that are in front of the Wshington Canoe C ub
now, are they the normal finish line of the race
course?

MR RHODES: Yes.

MR JOHNSON: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Doctor Schuete, any
guesti ons?

DOCTOR SCHUETE: No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Mopsi g?

MR MOPSIG No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M. Brooks?

MR BROCKS: No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay, thank you all

very nmuch
Now we are about quarter of 11:00, and we
will now pick a date to continue the hearing.
(Whereupon, at 10:48 a.m, a recess unti
10: 50 a. m)

CHAIRPERSON M TTEN: | need to know from
the applicant and the parties, Mnday the 23 of June.

(Whereupon, participants discussion off
m ke.)

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: How about the 19" of
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June? That?s a Thursday. Does that work for you, M.
Mopsi g? That?s a Thur sday. How about the 19?2 M.
Brooks? M. Schuete? Ckay.

The reason we are hesitating about the 18"
or the 19" is because we are going to be short a
person, we are already short M. Parsons, so, you
know, it puts a quorumin delicate territory.

Ckay, what about July 7'", Monday, July 7'
No, no, you don?t |like that one.

Ckay, we?re going to take two mnutes and
we?re just going to make sure everybody ? because
we?l | do the 19", I nean, I need ny three
Comm ssioners here to be commtted to making the
guor um So, just give us two mnutes, and | nean if
the rest of you ? if anybody wants to |eave we are
just going to sort out this date, so just bear with us
a mnute.

(Whereupon, at 10:53 a.m, a recess until
10: 55 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: The hearing wll be
conti nued on Thursday, June 19, 2003, and there wll
be three Conm ssioners present. So, make sure they
all stay healthy, and we?l| see you then. [t?s going
to be 6:30 in this room and we wll finish that

ni ght.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Thank you.

188

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter was

concl uded at 10:56 a.m)
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